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AGENDA lTEM No. 
Motherwell, 12 November 1996 at 11 am. 

A Meeting of the SOCIAL WORK (OPERATIONS AND SERVICES) SUB-COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor McElroy, Convener; Councillors Connelly, Coyle, Griffin, Lucas, M d o r u m ,  McLaughlin, J. Martin, 
Murphy, Noian, Ross, Russell and Shaw. 

CHAJR 

Councillor McElroy (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Chief Committee Services Officer, Head of Social Work Services, Principal Officer (Childcare), Principal 
Officer (Community Care) and Principal Officer (Criminal Justice). 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors H. McGuigan and V Murray. 

PRIMARY CARE DIRECTION STATEMENT: OPHTHALMIC SERVICES - DRAFT CONSULTATION 
DOCUMENT BY GREATER GLASGOW HEALTH BOARD 

1 .  There was submitted report dated 12 November 1996 by the Head of Social Work Services 
regarding a draft consultation document entitled "Primary Care Direction Statement: Ophthalmic 
Services'' by Greater Glasgow Health Board which ( 1 )  set out proposals for the development of 
Ophthalmic Services in the light of recent changes within Primary Care, and (2) identified the need 
for closer links between Primary Health Care Teams and the Department of Social Work to improve 
liaison, referral and assessment processes and to ensure that information was provided to service 
users in appropriate forms. 

Decided: that the terms of the draft consultation document be noted, and that the Head of 
Social Work Services be authorised to respond to Greater Glasgow Health Board in 
appropriate terms. 

CHILDREN (SCOTLAND) ACT 1995 - IMPLEMENTATION PLAN - DRAFT DIRECTIONS AND 
GUIDANCE 

(1) CHILDREN WHO ARE LOOKED A F E R  BY A LOCAL AUTHORITY; ADDITIONAL DRAFT 
RULES FOR CHILDREN'S HEARINGS; AND HOME SUPERVISION AND COMRACTS 

2. With reference to  paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social Work (Operations and 
Services) Sub-Committee held on 1 October 1996 when consideration was given to certain key 
areas of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 and the likely implications of the implementation of the 
Act for the Council, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 22 October 1996 by the Head 
of Social Work Services (1 ) regarding further guidance from the Scottish Office relating to Children 
who are Looked after by a Local Authorify, on additional draft rules for Children's Hearings, and 
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also on guidance on Home Supervision and Contracts which resulted from the White Paper entitled 
'Scotland's Children", and (2) setting out observations on the directions and guidance which had 
been forwarded to the Scottish Office in compliance with the stipulated timescale period. 

Decided: 

(1 ) that the terms of the report be noted; 

(2) that the comments by the Head of Social Work Services set out in the Appendices to the 
report be endorsed as the Council's formal response to  the directions and guidance, and 
that the action taken in responding to the Scottish Office within the stipulated timescale 
for responses be homologated; 

(3) that the Director of Social Work report further on the financial implications of the 
implementation of the relevant sections of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995, and 

(4) that the report be remitted to the Education Committee for its information. 

(2) SECURE CARE; ARRANGEMENTS TO LOOK A F E R  CHILDREN (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS; 
AND PROVIDING AN ADOPTION SERVICE FOR CHILDREN 

3. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social Work (Operations and 
Services) Sub-Committee referred to in the immediately preceding paragraph, there was submitted 
a report (docketed) dated 18 October 1996 by the Head of Social Work Services (1) regarding 
further guidance from the Scottish Office relating to Secure Care, the Arrangements to look after 
Children (Scotland) Regulations, and on providing an Adoption Service for Children, and (2) setting 
out observations on the directions and guidance which had been forwarded to the Scottish Office 
in compliance with the stipulated timescale. 

Decided: 

(1 ) that the comments by the Head of Social Work Services set out in the Appendices to  the 
report be endorsed as the Council's formal response to the directions and guidelines, 
subject to  the inclusion of an additional clause to the effect that the Council considered 
that elected members should continue to be represented on Adoption Panels within North 
Lanarkshire; 

(2) that the action taken in responding to  the Scottish Office within the stipulated timescale 
for responses be otherwise homologated, and 

(3) that the Director of Social Work report further on the financial implications of the 
implementation of the relevant sections of the Children's (Scotland) Act 1995. 

SOCIAL WORK SERVICES GROUP CIRCULAR (SWSG12196) - COMMUNITY SERVICE BY 
OFFENDERS, PUBLIC AWARENESS, ENVIRONMENTAL WORK AND HOURS 

4. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social work (Operations and 
Services) Sub-Committee, there was submitted a report dated 4 February 1996 by the Head of 
Social Work Services outlining the progress made by the Department of Social Work in relation to 
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the implementation of the provisions contained within the Scottish Office Circular (SWSGlY96) 
entitled "Community Services by offenders, Public Awareness, Environmental Work and Hours". 

Decided: that the terms of the report be endorsed as the Council's response and that the Scottish 
Office be advised accordingly. 
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