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Monkland Glen Community Council 

Meeting held on Monday 11 September 2006 

Sederunt: Alastair Miller, Robert McCombe, Harry Harper, Robert 
Dr Ann Glen (Chair) 

Apologies: Mrs McEwan and Mrs Dalziel 

1. Matters arising: 
Planning Applications: Note was taken of a wind farm proposal at Salsburgh which 
involves 80m high masts. 
Applications for stopping up lanes and for taking ground into private ownership were 
also reported. There was discussion of the position relating to continuing vandalism in 
the Tay Homes estate and the desire for path closure there. 

2. Doors Open Day: Leaflets were circulated but these had not been received early 
enough to be useful. 

3. Reports: Several had been received and these were examined. 

4. Subscriptions: These are now due to the Association of Scottish Community 
Councils, to Planning Aid in Scotland and to SCENES (Scottish Environmental 
News). The renewal of these was approved. 

5. Correspondence: Information about the BBC’s project ‘Breathing Places’ had been 
received. It was noted that this Community Council had pioneered such initiatives. 

6. Conferences: Invitations to attend Transport and Planning Conferences in 
Edinburgh had been received. Both were declined on the ground of cost. 

7. Boundaries: The revised boundary on the west and south flank of the Community 
Council area, subject to public advertisement and agreed with North Lanarkshire 
Council, was welcomed. 
The Secretary has made representations to the Scottish Executive, to the M P  and 
MSP, and to the Local Government Boundary Commission, regarding the proposals 
for Wards 8 and 11 in the new arrangements for STV in local government. As 
proposed the boundary would lie in the middle of the CommunityNature Park and 
would split both it and the Community Council area. MGCC asked that the whole 
park should be in Ward 11 and pointed out that it was the core of the Community 
Council. 

8. AOCB: Green Space: The situation regarding the upgrading of this facility for play 
was discussed. It was now showing signs of improvement. 

A meeting will be held in Calderbank Community Hall on Wednesday 27 September 
to discuss the petition seeking closure of the path in the Monkland Glen area. 
Residents will be sent a notice about this meeting. 



There was also a discussion about the football park in the village and how 4 football 
teams were using this facility and that there were no changing facilities available for 
this. We were told that some of the teams change in Airdrie Leisure Centre and then 
travel to Glenmavis. 
Items of correspondence were: 
Invite from NLC to their Tenant Conference (@ the Excelsior Stadium. 
Letter to Cllr Coyle from Strathclyde Passenger Transport re bus service. 
JC then asked for any other business. MC informed everyone that she had been the 
victim of vandalism last Friday night, when a fence near her house had been pulled 
down and several acts of vandalism had taken place on her estate. The Police had 
been informed and had attended earlier this evening. They could not wait for our 
meeting tonight. We had also been informed that our Community Policeman, 
DCormack had been seconded onto a project for some time. 
MC also told us that she knew personally the 20-year-old man who had been attacked 
when he was getting out of his taxi in the village. He had been hit on the head with a 
bottle and had received many stitches to a wound on his head. He had also spent 2 
days in hospital. All in all vandalism and violence was on the increase in the village 
and MC wondered if we could do anything about this. There also followed several 
reports fiom other members of the community council about violence, especially over 
the September holiday weekend. There had been a gang fight on Raebog Road at 9pm 
last Saturday night with masked youths wielding baseball bats, iron bars etc., AD said 
a member of his family had tried to call 999 and there was no answer. FQ had also 
tried to call the police at the call centre number she had. This had turned out to be a 
waste of time, with various numbers for Airdrie Police, etc., ringing out. She was told 
her call was in a queue at the Police call centre. She was also told to call 999 if it was 
a real emergency. GS also witnessed a resident of the village being harassed by 
youths when he came out of the Kirkstyle Inn. Cllr Coyle said we should pass on 
these details and she would look into it for us. 
With their being no further business the meeting was closed to allow the Cemeteries 
Presentation to take place for the remainder of the evening. 

Date of next meeting - Wednesday 1 st November. 



Public Meeting of Monkland Glen Communitv CounciI, held on 27 SeRtembe 
Held in Calderbsnk Communitv HaU 

In attendance : Dr Glen John Peter 
Harry Harper Robert McCombe 
Betty McEwan 

13 Residents from Monkland Estate and Monks Glen also attended. 

The meeting was held to discuss the proposal to close the path at Glenwood Avenue because of 
violence and vandalism. 

Robert McCombe opened the meeting with an update and history of problems over the past 17 years. In 
the past year incidents have increased in frequency and severity with several people being injured trying to 
protect their property. 

Constable Shaw, the Community Police Offrcer, explained that it was a difficult area to police owing to the 
layout. Groups of youths disappeared into the woods before they could be caught. She is new to the 
Monklands EstateMonks Glen area although she has been involved in Calderbank for some time. 
Statistically, Calderbank has had 5 times more incidents reported to police than our own mea in the past 
year. In the village, at English Row, a narrow gate will be erected to prevent wheelie bins being taken 
away and gangs of youths getting away en masse. 

Mr Harper was concerned that closure of the lane would mean the end of the South Airdrie Paths Network. 
The lane is a popular, well used walk for people of all ages and would be missed as there is no way to re- 
mute the path to UIMW with the rest of the network 

Matters discussed included :- 

Who would be inconvenienced by the closure - mostly children and &kem 

Most damage done by outsiders. Would closure stop vandalism or would they just cut 
through gardens and over fences 

Residents who use the lane and would miss it IIIQS~ felt that the safety of their.nei&hm 
came first 

Number of incidents has reduced with light nights and increased police presence, but With 
darker nights, things oould change 

What would the planning process be, who would take it forward 7 - Down to regidents 
as CommUnty Council will not take sides. Wividuat letters of support far a p b n h g  
application are required, not a petition. 

People who had not yet responded to letter from NTLC were advised to do $0 immediately. 


