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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT / INTRODUCTION 

1 .I To inform committee of the content of the annual report of the Scottish Children’s 
Reporters Administration (SCRA) and highlight particular implications for North 
Lanarkshire. 

2. BACKGROUND 

The Scottish Children’s Hearing System is designed to protect and control children who 
need care and protection or who have committed an offence. Local authority social work 
services work closely with the hearing system by carrying out assessments, providing 
reports to hearings and proving services to children, young people and families involved 
in the system. 

The Scottish Children’s Reporters Administration (SCRA) is the part of the Children’s 
Hearing System which decides whether children referred to local reporters require to be 
considered at Children’s Hearings or can be dealt with by other measures. The Scottish 
Children’s Reporters Administration is the national body which employs local reporters 
who will make decisions on Children’s Hearing cases. 

The Scottish Children’s Reporters Administration Annual Report indicates financial 
statistical and performance information regarding the administration nationally. The full 
report is available from the Scottish Children’s Reporters Administration and is on their 
website at www.scra.qov.uk. a copy of the report is also available in the members 
I i b ra ry . 

Within North Lanarkshire SCRA are represented on a number of partnership working 
bodies including the Children’s Services Strategy Group and it’s sub groups. SCRA is 
therefore a key partner in the delivery of integrated children’s services. 

3. PROPOSALS / CONSIDERATIONS 

3.1 Nationally, 50,529 children were referred to SCRA in 2004/05. This represents a 10% 
increase in the number of children referred in the previous year. 

3.2 Overall, there was a 6% increase of the number of children referred on offence grounds 
and a 12% increase of the number of children referred on care and protection grounds. 

3.3 As a whole, 4.3% of the child population was referred to the reporter in 2004/05. 
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3.4 In North Lanarkshire there were 6,825 referrals made to the Reporter over the year. 
This was the third highest referral level for Scottish local authorities with North 
Lanarkshire coming after Glasgow and Edinburgh. This indicates high levels of children 
in need within the North Lanarkshire area. 

3.5 In breaking down the North Lanarkshire referrals, 2,681 were on offence grounds (39%) 
while 4,148 were for care and protection grounds (61%). This mirrors the national 
picture of care and protection grounds being at a significantly higher level than offence 
g rounds. 

3.6 In 2004/05 there were significant increases in the number of children referred to the 
reporter on offence and non offence grounds in North Lanarkshire. A rise from 3,007 
children and young people referred in 200314 to 4,344 in 2004/5 was recorded. This 
represents an overall increase of 44% which breaks down into a 21 YO increase of 
children referred for offence grounds and a 58% increase of children referred for care 
and protection grounds from the previous year. This significant increase in children and 
young people referred represents an increase in the workload for Reporters and Social 
Work who service Children’s Hearings. 

3.7 Significantly, there was not a large increase noted in the number of hearings held 
Hearings in North Lanarkshire increased from 2,121 in 2003104 to 2,199 in 2004/05. 
This small increase compared with the large increase in referrals could be explained by 
the use of diversionary services as alternatives to hearings such as Restorative Justice. 

3.8 Although offence related referrals form a minority of referral to the Children’s Reporter 
additional data is available to allow further analysis of the picture as regards youth 
offending in North Lanarkshire. Of 1,363 children and young people referred to the 
Reporter on offence grounds in 2004/5, 87 children and young people met Scottish 
Executive criteria as persistent young offenders (referred on offence grounds five times 
or more). 

3.9 Examples of services provided to young people referred through the Children’s Hearing 
include: 

0 Restorative justice which involves victims of youth offending in a process 
to restore harm caused by offending. This service shows high levels of 
victim satisfaction 
Community Alternatives which offers high levels of contact, up to seven 
days a week, to challenge behaviour of young people and increase 
abilities of parents to control behaviour 
The Rushes project which works to reduce drug and alcohol use among 
young people 

0 

0 

4. FINANCIAL / PERSONNEL / LEGAL / POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 A rise in referrals to the reporter results in increased workload for Social Work as reports 
and other services are requested. 

4.2 Multi Agency working arrangements as a result of the Children Service Strategy ensures 
that data sharing takes place on a regular basis between SCRA, social work and other 
partner agencies to prepare for changes in demands on services. 
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Committee is asked to note the content of the SCRA annual report and the implications 
for social work services in North Lanarkshire. 

Jim Dickie 
Director of Social Work 
24fh February 2006 

For further information on this report please contact Susan Taylor, Manager, Children, Families & Justice (Tel: 01698 
332032) or lain Macaulay, Service Co-ordinator Youth Justice (Tel.' 01698 332190) 
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