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1. Purpose of Report / Introduction 

To advise Committee of progress in relation to the modernisation of local authority residential 
services for adults with learning disabilities; and to declare Branchal House surplus to 
requirements. 

2. Background 

2.1. The Same As You (June 2000), the national strategy for people with learning 
disabilities provided a framework for the shape and design of support services for 
people with learning disabilities. Most notably the strategy recognised that people 
with learning disabilities should be supported to lead ordinary lives. 

2.2. Within North Lanarkshire the need for review of local authority residential services for 
people with learning disabilities was approved by Committee in March 2003. 
Subsequently in March 2004 Social Work Committee approved the reconfiguration of 
services at Craig Street, Airdrie and Branchal House, Wishaw. Progress reports 
have been submitted regularly to Committee, most recently February 2006. 

3. Proposals / Considerations 

3.1. 

3.2. 

3.3. 

Craig Street, Airdrie and Branchal House, Wishaw were registered to provide 
residential accommodation for ten and twelve residents respectively. For people in 
Craig Street and Branchal House individual planning highlighted their wishes for 
homes of their own. A small number of people expressed a wish to share their own 
home with another person and three people expressed an interest in Adult 
Homeshare placements, where they would live with a family. 

Rented housing from the Council and local housing associations became 
incrementally available, Craig Street closed in December 2005 and was declared 
surplus to requirements in February 2006. 

Through modernisation of residential services 17 people have been successfully 
supported to live in their own homes, and 3 people have moved to Adult Homeshare 
to live with a family. The quality of life and the range of opportunities to ensure 
people lead ordinary lives have significantly improved. 
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4. Financial / Personnel / Legal / Policy Implication 

4.1. 

4.2. 

4.3. 

All of the 24 staff involved in running residential services have either been 
successfully redeployed or, in the case of 5 people, taken early retirement. There 
were no compulsory redundancies. 

Branchal House, 126 Kilmeny Crescent, Wishaw is owned by North Lanarkshire 
Council. The Social Work Department has no further use for the premises and 
therefore seeks to declare it surplus. 

In a highly skilled piece of service redesign, the reconfiguration of services was 
wholly funded through existing budgets for Craig Street and Branchal House. 

5. Recommendation 

5.1. Committee is asked to: 

note the successful reconfiguration of residential services previously provided 
at Craig Street and Branchal House; 

authorise the cancellation of registration as a care home for Branchal House; 

declare Branchal House surplus to the requirements of the Social Work 
Department; 

refer the report to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub Committee for 
consideration; and 

otherwise note the contents of the report 

Jim Dickie 
Director of Social Work 
3 January 2007 

For further information on this report please contact Marv Wilson. Service Manager. Community Care (Adults) on 
teleuhone 01698 332172 
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