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1. Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise members of the contents of a recently 
issued Scottish Ofice Circular and the implications it raises for the Social 
Work Department. 

2. Carers (Recognition & Services) Act 1995: Policy and Practice Guidance 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

This guidance relates to legislation implemented on 1st April 1996. It s main 
purpose is to formalise the right of carers to their own needs assessment, 
separate from any assessment of the person for whom they are caring. 

The guidance consists of two parts, policy guidance which details what local 
authorities should be doing to implement the Act, and practice guidance which 
advises on how it might be implemented. 

The policy guidance defines a carer as someone "who provides a substantial 
amount of care on a regular basis" for someone with community care needs. 
The interpretation of this is left for local authorities to consider, but it clearly 
excludes people paid to care, or those employed in a voluntary capacity. This is 
consistent with the views of representative carers organisations. 

The practice guidance provides a summary of issues arising from the Act. In 
particular it recognises the tensions that may exist where the views of users and 
carers differ greatly. 

The Department recognises that the majority of care for people with 
community care needs is provided by carers and welcomes the Act as 
enshrining in law the right of carers to their own assessment. It is regretted 
that no additional resources will be made available to undertake the duties 
required. 



3. Action Required by Social Work 

3 . 1  The Social Work Department will, in conjunction with Health, Housing and 
Education (relating to young carers): 

(i) 

(ii) 

continue to implement the Act by separately assessing the needs of 
carers and devising care plans designed to meet those needs. 
work jointly with other departments and agencies to ensure that 
comprehensive assessments and care plans are provided. In particular 
close collaboration with health services is required concerning planned 
hospital discharge. 
promote the rights of carers to assessment by the production of 
appropriate publicity material. 
monitor implementation of the Act and remit inter-agency issues 
to the formal joint planning structure. 

(iii) 

(iv) 

4. Recornmenda t ions 

4.1 Members are asked to note the terms of the above Act and the actions which 
will be taken by the Social Work Department to ensure it's implementation. 

Q-4 Ld4;ud 
David McKendrick 
Director of Social Work 8th May 1996 

For further in forntation please contact Duncan Mackav Princiual Officer (Planning & Development) Tel 
332073. 


