
To: 
Social Work Cannittee 

k c m :  
Director of Social Work 

Date: Ref: 
22 April 1996 

Subject: 
Adoption Allowance Scheme 
m t  

Introduction 

Implementation of Section 32 of the Childrens Act 1975 allowed local authorities to 
subnit to the Secretary of State schemes for the payment of allowances to adopters to 
facilitate the adoption of children w b  might otherwise be denied the security of a 
family. Such allcwances were to be paid where suitable perspective adopters d d  be 
unable to adopt without financial assistance. 

Strathclyde Regional Council's scheme for the payment of adoption allawances came into 
operation on January 1st 1984. 

The categories of children eligible for inclusion in the scheme were 

(i) children who have a physical or learning disabilities or are emotionally 
disturbed 

(ii) older children 

(iii) where 2 or more children over the age of 5 years are to be placed in the one 

non related foster children or those with the prospect of an adoptive home with 
a low inccme family 

family 

(iv) 

Pumose of Remrt 

To advise the coermittee of the recent amendment to the Adoption Allcwance Scheme 
approved by Strathclyde Region Social Work Cunnittee on 1st June 95 and approved by the 
Secretary of State on 16th August 95 in accordance with Section 5 1 (6) of the Adoption 
(Scotland) A c t  1978. 
children who are already adopted. 

This permits the payment of allcwances in certain circumstances to 

Promsals 

The Adoption Panel will consider all new applications. Payment will be paid at the 
standard fostering allowance rate or at an enhanced rate less child benefit except when 
the couple are in receipt of Inccme Support when child benefit is already deducted. 
Payments under this amendmnt will not be backdated beyond 16th August 95 the date of 
approval of the scheme. 

Criteria: 
required relates to the childs needs which are attributed to the "childs early 
situation/experiences prior to adoption". 

The payment of adoption allowances will only be &e if the extra care 
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The categories of children eligible will be: 

(1 1 children who are displaying extreme emotional disturbance. 

( 2 )  

( 3 )  

children who may nm be showing signs of severe learning disability. 

where there has been a significant change in the family's financial 
circumstances. 

In the event of refusal of assistance, adopters can request a review of the decision by 
the Adoption Review Group. 

Review Of Adorhion Allcwance 

The Adoption Allowance will be reviewed one year from the date of carmencement and 
annually thereafter, or at any time where there is a significant change in the adopters 
child's or the family's circumstances. The review will be undertaken by the panel 
responsible for approval of the placement of the child. A social mrk report outlining 
the current circumstances and reasons for the request will be suhnitted to the panel 
for consultation. 

Financial Irmlications 

This amended scheme will be able to be accessed by all adopted children previously 
placed by Strathclyde Regional Council and those who will in future be placed by North 
Lanarkshire Council who are aged up to 18 years of age and who live within the North 
Lanarkshire area. 
eligible for the scheme and who may meet the criteria although it is considered these 
numbers will not be great. 
amxlnt of adoption allcwances paid within North Lanarkshire. 

It is not possible to quantify the n d r  of children who m y  be 

If the scheme is used it will mean an increase in the total 

Recarmendation 

Ccmnittee is asked to note the introduction of this amedment to the original adoption 
allawance scheme. 

David McKendrick 
Director of Social Work 


