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1 Purpose of Report 

To advise Committee of the report presented to the Housing Committee (see 
attached) which informs Committee of the joint assessment procedure agreed 
between the Housing and Social Work Departments for dealing with young 
single homeless or potentially homeless young people. 

2 Background 

Since the inception of North Lanarkshire Council a strategy sub group has 
been set up with representatives from both the Housing Department and the 
Social Work Department to address the needs of young single homeless. 

This sub group has taken into account both Housing legislation and the new 
legislation affecting young people within the Children (Scotland) Act, 1995 
which stipulates that the Council has a duty to provide accommodation under 
the following circumstances. 

* Where the young person is homeless and is aged 16 or 17 years and 

(1) no one has parental responsibility for them 

( 2 )  they are lost or abandoned 

( 3 )  the person who has been caring for them is prevented for whatever 
reason from providing them with accommodation or care 

( 4 )  where to do so would promote their welfare. 

* Where the young person is a care leaver under 19 years of age. 
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* Young people up to the age of 21 years where they have been deemed 
vulnerable in terms of Part I1 of the Housing (Scotland) Act. 

The Council also has powers to accommodate young people up to the age of 21 
years in terms of Section 25(3) if they consider that to do so would promote 
that young person's welfare. 

3 Proposals 

The proposals for joint assessment contained in the Committee report will be 
a major factor in ensuring that a consistent quality service is offered to 
young people in North Lanarkshire. 

4 Recommendation 

The Committee is asked to: 
\ 

(a) Note the contents of the attached Housing Committee report. 

Jim Dickie, 
Director of Social Work. 

I 

Child/CMTREPYHSJA 
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To: HOUSING COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: YOUTH HOUSING STRATEGY 
JOINT ASSESSMENT 
PROCEDURE 

REPORT 

Date 2 June 1997 Ref: TMcKI MW 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to advise committee of the joint assessment procedure agreed between the 
Housing and Social Work Departments for dealing with young single homeless, or potentially 
homeless people. 

2. CONSIDERATIONS 

2.1 Definition of Client Group 

Given that there is no standard definition of the term “young, single homeless” it has been necessary to 
reach a coI1sensus on the client group to be dealt with. To t lus end the definition of young, single 
homeless people to whom the joint assessment procedure will apply are as follows: 

e 

e 

16 and 17 year olds 
care leavers aged under 19 
young people up to age 2 1 where a young person has been deemed vulnerable in terms of 
part I1 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 

2.2 Gaps in Current Service Provision 

Young single homeless people are often accommodated within one of the Council supported 
accommodation units. However, the level of support available within these units is often not sufficient 
to enable the young person to develop independent living slulls. 

The purpose of canying out joint assessments between Housing and Social Work is to ensure that a co 
ordinated package of housing and support services is provided which reflects individual needs. 

2.3 Joint Assessment Procedure 

When a young, single homeless person applies to the authority for assistance, the Housing Department 
will determine if that person has no accommodation and if t h s  is the case, secure immda te  access to 
some form of accommodation. 
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An individual assessment of needs in terms of accommodation and support, will be carried out jointly 
by housing and social work within a specified period, and a Care Plan produced. 

All joint assessments will be co-ordinated by the Housing Depart~nent’s Accommodation Officer and 
the Project Leader, Throughcare Support Team from the Social Work Department. 

If more intensive supported accommodation than can be provided by North Lanarkshire Council is 
required, a referral will be made to an appropriate project, such as Blue Triangle Housing Association 
or Cumbernauld YMCA. 

If an appropriate service cannot be provided due to lack of resources, this will be clearly recorded and 
will be used for service reviews to identify gaps in current provision. 

2.4 Review 

A joint review of the “care plan” produced as a result of the assessment will be undertaken on a 
periodic basis, and the proposed timescale is : 

Initial Review 
2nd Review 
Subsequent Reviews 6 monthly 

no later than 6 weeks 
no later than 3 months later 

The p e r i d c  review will encompass: 

0 appropriateness of service provided 
0 how client is responding to service provision 
e plans for future provision 

2.5 Monitoring 

A copy of the assessment form used will be provided to 
- _  

0 

0 

0 

the Applicant .. -. 
the Housing Department’s Accommodation Officer 
the Project Leader, Throughcare Support Team 

The latter two individuals, as Joint Assessment Co-ordinators, will be responsible for monitoring all 
cases and ensuring that reviews take place at appropriate intervals. 
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The Co-ordinators will also provide regular reports identifying - 

3. 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

4. 

a number of assessments 

a 

a accommodation provided 
a support provided 

a age of applicants 
number previously “looked after” in t e r n  of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 

a gaps in service provision 
a number of reviews carried out within timescale 

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Priorities for Future Development 

Young, single homeless people within North Lanarkshire have been dealt with by a number of 
agencies both Local Authority and Voluntary Sector, such as YMCA and Blue Triangle Housing 
Association. 

However, given the apparent lack of co-ordinated information on the extent of the problem and the 
support needs of individuals approaching these agencies it is recommended that 

a a database be established where information is collated and shared to inform future policy 
decisions. 

a the joint assessment procedure referred to above be implemented as soon as possible to 
include all new clients and as soon as resources allow to be extended to include residents of 
supported accommodation . 

a projects providing services at present be re-evaluated to ensure that gaps or overlaps 
in service provision are addressed. 

a North Lanarkshire Council’s housing allocation policy should include provision for dealing 
with young, single homeless applicants as a particular group within the policy. 

a nomination arrangements with other housing providers be pursued and written agreements 
drawn up to ensure access is available to young people. 

The Committee is requested to agree the recommendations contained within the report as outlined 
above, and to await further report as the Youth Housing Strategy develops. 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 

AvailabIe within Department. 

G. Whitefield 
DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 
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