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Social Work Committee : 
Operations and Services Sub Committee 
August 5th 1997 
From : 
Jim Dickie, Director of Social Work 
Prepared by : 
John S Scott, Principal Officer, Criminal 
Justice 

AGENDA lTEM Na 4 

Subject : 

Development of Supervised Attendance 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

” 

SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

The purpose of the report is to : 

0 seek approval for arrangements for the development of a Supervised Attendance Scheme 
within North Lanarkshire. 

2. BACKGROUND 

Supervised Attendance Orders are a disposal of the courts made available in the Law Reform 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1990. A number of schemes have run in Scotland on a pilot 
basis, and the Scottish Office have now committed themselves to development of schemes 
across Scotland. Funding has been secured to allow development in North Lanarkshire. It is 
anticipated that the scheme will deal with up to 200 individuals per year. 

The order is a disposal which might be imposed as an alternative to custody for fine default, 
and seeks to have an impact on the individual. Typically, an offender placed on such an 
order will undertake a module of at least 10 hours, which will include financial advice, 
consideration of employment training, and consideration of social skills and activity. The 
balance of hours on the order will be spent on agreed programme activity. This might 
include attendance at programmes which will have an impact on the offender, but in most 
cases will be completed through service to the community. 

A maximum of 100 hours can be imposed, rated at one hour for every five pounds of unpaid 
fine. Currently the order can only be imposed on offenders aged 18 and over, with the 
exception of Dundee, where the Scottish Office have funded a pilot scheme for 16/17 year 
olds. In their case, Supervised Attendance can be imposed at first instance. 

The orders are cost effective, in comparison with the alternative of a prison sentence. A 
Supervised Attendance Order costs 5500, the same amount as only one week of 
imprisonment. 

3. PROPOSAL 

It is proposed that development of Supervised Attendance in North Lanarkshire be 
undertaken in conjunction with APEX, a voluntary organisation which works with offenders. 
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APEX have for many years been involved in training for employment with offenders, both in 
prisons and in the community. In recent years, they have been involved in the development 
of programmes which engage with offenders in a variety of ways. This has included the 
management of the original pilot Supervised Attendance Scheme in Dundee, on behalf of that 
authority, and now within a number of other authorities within Scotland. In this regard, the 
organisation has a credible track record in this field of work. 

It is proposed that the scheme will be operational from January 1st 1998. This will give 
sufficient time to recruit staff, establish an office base, and inform courts of the development 
of this service. The cost of the scheme in a full year will be E100,OOO. This will be met by 
the Scottish Office through 100% funding for Social Work Services in the Criminal Justice 
System, with no cost to North Lanarkshire. Funding for this financial year will be available 
on a pro rata basis. 

4. RECOMMENDATION 

The Committee is asked to : 

approve development of a Supervised Attendance Scheme within North Lanarkshire, in 
conjunction with APEX. 

Jim Dickie 
Director of Social Work 
July 22nd 1997 

For further information contact John S Scott, Principal Officer, Criminal Justice (01698 332029) 
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