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The purpose of the report is to : 

0 obtain the approval of the Committee for the contents of the Annual Planning Statement 
1998199 in relation to Social Work Services in the Criminal Justice System. 

-. 7 BACKGROUND 

Social Work Services in the Criminal Justice System are funded on a 100% basis by the 
Scottish Office. Each year, the Authority is required to submit a planning statement for the 
following financial year. The planning statement outlines the levels of service anticipated, 
areas of service development, and bids for allocation of grant for the year. 

3. CONTENTS 
I " 

3.1 Service levels 

Offenders made subject to community based orders 

It is expected that there will be an increase in the numbers of Social Enquiry Reports 
provided to the courts, as a consequence of the increased volume of police prosecution 
related to initiatives such as Operation Spotlight. This is expected, in turn, to lead to an 
increase in the numbers of offenders dealt with through probation and community service 
orders. 

In the year, i t  is expected that 1750 Social Enquiry Reports will be requested, 420 offenders 
placed on probation, and 470 placed on community service orders. Respective figures for the 
current year are 1650. 396 and 450. 

Offenders released from prison 

1 

It is expected that there will be a modest increase in the number of offenders released from 
prison subject to statutory supervision. This will be as a result of the effect of ,the' 
introduction, in 1993, of Non Parole licence, a period of statutory supervision for all 

Page 1 



2 J ' :  

prisoners sentenced to four years and over. This applies to prisoners sentenced from October 
1993, and i t  is only in the recent past that numbers have increased. 
It is expected that 40 ex prisoners. subject to all categories of post release supervision, will 
be dealt with. 

Other services 

It is expected that : 

0 90 offenders will be referred to social work services through diversion from prosecution. 

0 160 offenders will be referred to the Mediation and Reparation Project, run by the 
Scottish Association for the Care and Resettlement of Offenders, on behalf of North 
Lanarkshire. 

0 200 offenders will be dealt with by the Supervised Attendance Scheme. 

0 70 Home Circumstances Reports will be prepared for the Parole Board. 
J ' , '  

0 30 offenders will be provided with support in relation to accommodation, to stabilise 
lifestyles. 

3.2 SERVICE DEVELOPMENT 

The Planning Statement reflects revisions made to current services within existing resources. 
This includes detail of the training programme for criminal justice staff, and the revised 
groupwork support programme for offenders placed on probation, and measures to improve 
practice for the assessment of and intervention with those who perpetrate violence or sexual 
offences against children. 

The Planning Statement also includes bids for service development. These are : 

A bid for funding to extend the Drink Related Offenders Programme (DROP), to the 
whole Authority. This is an intensive programme for offenders placed on probation, 
where abuse of alcohol is the main contributory factor in the offences committed. 50 
offenders per year are currently dealt with through this programme. This figure would 
double if funding is provided. i '  

0 A bid for funding to provide Employment Training for offenders on probation. If 
successful. funding provided would be used as match funding in applications to the 
European Union for employment / vocational training. 

0 A bid for funding for services to 16 / 17 year olds within the Children's Hearing System. 
The Scottish Office have indicated a willingness to provide 100% funding, to support 
services which will maintain young people within child care services, and which will 
prevent them moving too quickly to the Criminal Justice System. 

4. RESOURCES 

The additional levels of service, and areas of service development, have been costed at 
2361,000 over this year's allocation of grant of 21,795,000. 
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5.  RECOMMENDATION J ' , '  

The Committee is asked to : 

0 Approve the content of the Planning Statement as outlined in this report. 

0 Note that the outcome of negotiations with the Scottish Office will be reported to 
Committee. 

J im Dickie 
Director of Social Work 
August 12th 1997 

Fo'orjlriher informnrion contacc John S Scoit, Princlpal Oficer, Criminal Justice (01 698 3320291 
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