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3.1 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This report advises members of the contents of a draft guide from the Social Work 
Services Group of The Scottish Office, aimed at potential users of Direct Payments. 
The report also outlines plans for a Direct Payments pilot project in North 
Lanarkshire. 

BACKGROUND 

The Community Care (Direct Payments) Act 1996, which was implemented on 
1 April 1997, empowers but does not require local authorities to make direct cash 
payments to disabled people under the age of 65 years in lieu of the provision of 
services. 

The guide is intended for the use of members of the public who will use, or who may 
wish to consider using, direct payments. 

Although the guide was published only on 5 January, The Scottish Office is seeking 
responses by 6 February as the final document has to be published before 31 March. 

CONTENTS OF THE DRAFT GUIDE 

The draft guide is a very clear and concise document. It explains: 

+ 
+ eligibility criteria; 
+ how to apply; 
+ 
+ local authority responsibilities; 

the nature of Direct Payments; 

services which Direct Payments may be used to purchase; 



+ 
+ 

the keeping of financial and other records; and 
the legal responsibilities of being an employer. 

3.2 A large section is devoted to employers’ responsibilities, with advice on selecting 
staff, statutory sick pay, insurance, and health and safety. Information is given on how 
to contact agencies able to provide advice and explanatory literature, with an appendix 
listing where the various government publications mentioned in the draft guide may 
be o6tained. 

4 DIRECT PAYMENTS IN NORTH LANARKSHIRE 

4.1 The Social Work Department has been considering the implications of setting up a 
direct payments scheme in North Lanarkshire. It is proposed that the best way to do 
this is to run a pilot project which would then allow appropriate decisions to be made 
on extending the service throughout North Lanarkshire. 

4.2 The pilot would comprise a maximum of six people. It would cover a period of six 
months with full year costs of approximately f60,000. 

4.3 People who are interested in Direct Payments would receive a standard community 
care assessment which would determine their needs and on which the services they 
require would be based. Instead of providing services the Council would provide a 
monetary payment which must be used to purchase the services outlined in the care 
plan. 

4.4 The proposed scheme would be the subject of consultation with local disability 
organisations prior to its establishment. 

4.5 The Act does not allow services to be purchased from a local authority or a NHS trust. 

5 CONCLUSIONS 

5.1 The Department welcomes the draft guide as a very helpful document for people who 
may use Direct Payments. It would no doubt prove of great benefit to any people who 
may take part in a North Lanarkshire pilot project. 

6 RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 Committee is asked to: 

i) note the contents of the draft guide and the attached response to The Scottish 
Office; 

I 

ii) approve a pilot project for North Lanarkshire for a six month period at a full year 
cost of &60,000: and 
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iv) request the Director of Social Work to report to a future committee on the outcome 
of the pilot project. 

Jim Dickie 
Director of Social Work 
February, 1998 

For further information on this report please contact Brian McGuire. Principal Officer i Communihj Care ) (TEL: 01698 3320311 
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Department of Social Work 
Scott House 
Merry Street 
Motherwell ML1 1JE 

Our Ref JD/BMcG/JJ 
Your Ref 
Date: February 1998 

Contact: J Dickie 
Telephone: 01698 332027 
Fax: 01698 332095 

NORTH 1 

LANARKSHIRE .... ............. ..... ..... ......., , .... .. ... ... ..... , ...... ..... , , ... .. , ...... ....... ..... . ..... . .... 

COUNCIL 
Director of Social Work 

Jim Dickie 

Miss Mary Forker 
Scottish Office 
Social Work Services Group 
James Craig Walk 
Edinburgh 
EH1 3BA 

Dear Miss Forker 

Community Care (Direct Payments) Act 1996 - A Guide for People Who Receive Direct 
Payments: Consultation Paper from SWSG 

The draft Guide is a very clear and concise document which will provide very useful information for 
people who are receiving, or who are considering applying for, Direct Payments. 

North Lanarkshire Council welcomes its publication and has no substantive comments to make on its 
content. 

Yours sincerely 

q'> Jim Dickie 
/\ Director of Social Work 

jdickieUetters\soccdpa 




