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AGENDA 2 
V NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT 

Social Work Committee : 
Operations and Services Sub Committee 
18th February, 1998. 

From : 
Jim Dickie, Director of Social Work 
Prepared by : 
Sandra Paterson, Principal Officer, 
Child Care 

Subject : Childhood Matters 
A Report of the National Commission of 
Inquiry into the Prevention of Child Abuse. 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of the contents of the Report and of its 
relevance to North Lanarkshire. 

2. BACKGROUND 

The National Commission, which is funded independently, was set up by the National Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children to consider matters in relation to the prevention of 
child abuse. The full report was published in October, 1996. The implementation initiative 
which followed that report has now produced a Summary of the report for wider distribution 
to relevant agencies and a prCcis of this summary follows. 

3.  FINDINGS 

The report emphasizes the shift from investigation of child abuse to prevention and considers 
that the active promotion of the well-being of children is the most effective way of preventing 
abuse. 

It is considered fundamental changes are needed to increase social awareness and challenge 
complacent attitudes. 

It is felt that the extent of child abuse is under recorded, as many children do not come to the 
attention of official agencies. 

There is a need to shift finance from the formal intervention into existing abuse cases into 
preventative supportive services. 

The development of an effective strategy needs to focus on the whole child and therefore the 
commission considered five areas which could be developed 

* child friendly communities. 
* 
* child centred responses 
* national structures affecting children 

legal changes to meet the needs of children 

* children’s services locally. 
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3.1 Child Friendly Communities 

There is a requirement to provide decent living conditions, proper health care, a nutritious 
diet. secure and stable close relationships, love mutual stimulation and educational 
opportunities. It is essential to promote parents self awareness and self confidence in caring 
for their children by increasing their understanding of the elements of good parenting through 
educiition. The media have a role in raising awareness of children's issues generally. 

3.2 Legal Changes to meet the needs of children 

There can be long delays in cases coming to Court which increases the emotional distress 
experienced by children and the formalities of the Courts can be alarming and confusing for 
children. The notion of pre trial hearings to remove the necessity for child witnesses to be 
cross examined at trial was proposed. The Commission consider that the rights of children 
are underrepresented in UK Law and that legislation should be passed together with a 
comprehensive set of provisions relating to children's entitlements. 

There was concern from the Commission that while professional registers existed in teaching, 
medicine, nursing and other health disciplines there was no equivalent system in the social 
work and social care profession. This matter is now being addressed by the present 
Government in its proposals for a general council. 

The issues of less rigid and bureaucratic guidance in relation to child abuse has been 
addressed within the most recent Scottish Office draft document on inter agency practice. 
The issue of the regulation of Offenders has been partially addressed with the introduction of 
the Sex Offenders Act, 1997. 

3.3 Problems Affecting Children's Services Locally 

There were a wide range of problems identified, including differing and uncoordinated 
policy objectives and priorities emanating from central government departments to local 
agencies, lack of common boundaries of local authorities and health authorities, and market 
mechanisms in education that encouraged schools to find ways of transferring or excluding 
disruptive or low achieving pupils. 

The need to strengthen children's services plans and the important role of the Child 
Protection Committee was emphasized. 

3.4 A Child Centred Professional Response 

The shift from investigation and action to support is again emphasized and the need to 
provide services which are non stigmatizing and are easily accessible. The role of universal 
day care provision and family centres was seen to be important as was the need for 
counselling services. 

3.5 National Structures Affecting Children 

Recommendations were made regarding the national structures affecting children, indicating 
the need for the appointment of Commissioners for children andior the post or posts of 
Ministers for children to be created. 
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3.6 Children’s Services Locally 

It was felt that the area of ‘neglect’ 
needed to be put into support services. The importance of properly integrated early years 
services was emphasized. The need for integrated health services with greater emphasis on 
preventative health care was urged. Effective inter agency bullying strategies and social anti 
racist policies within schools were recommended. There was a trend noted within social 
services that child care services received less attention and fewer resources than adult care 
services which required correcting. The role of the Police in investigation in some pilot areas 
had been reflected to ensure that welfare issues were still kept high on the agenda. 

had in fact been neglected in itself and resources 

4.0 SUMMARY 

The report, as stated at the beginning, shows evidence of a need to move towards a 
preventative approach to the problem of child abuse coupled with an awareness that this 
must be accomplished without placing vulnerable children at an increased risk of harm. 

Scotland has now appointed a Minister for Children’s Issues. 

The present government has confirmed its commitment to establishing the General Social 
Services Council for social workers. It is intended that this “Council” will be the statutory 
regulating body for social services and will have the task of setting and enforcing standards of 
good conduct and practice. 

The report indicates that the welfare of children is a personal, political and community 
responsibility which needs to be jointly owned and exercised. 

Copies of the report will be distributed to the Child Protection Committee to ensure that 
recommendations made in the report can be fully considered. 

5.0 RECOMMENDATION 

The Committee is asked to note the contents of this report. 

Jim Dickie, 
Director of Social Work. 

ChildCare/General/CRCHMAT 

For further information contact Sandra Paterson Principal Officer, Child Care (01698 332032) 
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