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PURPOSEOFREPORT 

The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of the above paper which has been 
passed to Council as an interested party in the Consultation process. 

BACKGROUND 

The consultation paper has been produced by Greater Glasgow Health Board’s 
Community and Mental Health Services NHS Trust’s Alcohol and Drug Directorate. 

The Trust seeks to provide its alcohol and drug services in locally based facilities 
throughout the city. 

As one of the longer established services, the Charing Cross Clinic still provides a 
centrally based service to people with alcohol problems who come from all parts of 
the Greater Glasgow area. 

CURRENT SITUATION 

The consultation paper sets out the Board and Trust’s intention for the current staffing 
and services provided by the Charing Cross Clinic to be redeployed and disaggregated 
to other services and areas of the city in line with its policy on provision of locally 
based services. 

The paper offers statistical information which charts an overall decline in numbers of 
referrals to the Charing Cross Clinic over each of the last four years, with referrals 
from the south and east areas of the city showing particular reduction which the Trust 
believes reflects the level of local provision available. 

The same trend is present, but less marked for the north and west of the city area 
where community based services are comparatively undeveloped. 
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3.4 No one living in the Council’s Northern Corridor Local Committee Area has received 
a service from the Charing Cross Clinic at least in the last year. General Practitioners 
in the area refer clients with alcohol problems to Woodielea Hospital in Lenzie. 

4 PROPOSALS 

4.1 Thepaper proposes that the services currently provided by the Trust at the Charing 
Cross Clinic be relocated to local facilities in the city area, with a particular emphasis 
on augmenting services in the west and north of the city. 

4.2 This would be achieved by providing a clinic service within local Health Centres and 
General Practitioners’ surgeries as presently occurs in the south and east areas. 

4.3 These proposals represent no financial saving to the Trust as all existing resources 
would be utilised. 

5 IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 The proposals contained in the paper do not affect people from the Northern Corridor 
Local Committee area of North Lanarkshire as they currently receive their health care 
services for alcohol problems at Woodielea Hospital in Lenzie. 

6 CONCLUSIONS 

6.1 The plans contained within the consultation paper are consistent with the 
decentralised model of community based services promoted by Greater Glasgow 
Health Board and its Trusts within a number of recent developmental proposals. 

7 RECOMMENDATIONS 

7.1 It is recommended that Committee notes the content of the consultation paper for 
information. 

Jim Dickie 
Director of Social Work 
18th February, 1998 

For further information on this report please contact. David Ramsay. Senior Communi@ Care Officer (TEL: 01698 332043) 




