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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT 

Social Work Committee : 
Operations and Services Sub Committee 
20th May, 1998. 

From : 
Jim Dickie, Director of Social Work 
Prepared by : 
Sandra Paterson, Principal Officer, 
Child Care 

Subject : Working Together to Safeguard 
Children: New Government Proposals for 
Inter Agency Co-operation: Consultation 
Paper 
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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To advise Committee of the consultation document which has been issued by the Department 
of Health Social Care Group, for consultation in England. 

BACKGROUND 

The report emphasises the government’s commitment to ensuring that all children within the 
community are safeguarded and protected from abuse. It is concerned that the community as 
a whole has a responsibility for promoting the welfare of children and for the prevention of 
child abuse and neglect. It is stipulated that the government considers that families provide 
the building block for safe and sustainable communities and all agencies and professionals 
need to support parents in discharging their parental rights and responsibilities to enhance the 
welfare and safety of children. 

It is considered within the report that a wider more holistic view of the needs of vulnerable 
children and their families needs to be taken. 

The structure of the document follows that used for Working Together under the Children 
Act, 1989. 

CONTENT 

The report concentrates on eight key areas in child protection - 

Child Protection and the Context of Services for Children in Need; 
Area Child Protection Committees (ACPCs); 
Legal and Ethical Considerations; 
Role of Agencies Involved in Child Protection; 
Working Together - Individual Cases; 
The Child Protection Conference and the Child Protection Register; 
Joint Training; 
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Case Reviews. 

4. PROPOSALS 

9 

4.1 The key message the government wishes to promote is a new emphasis on looking more 
widely at the needs of the most vulnerable children and families. They consider that 
assessment of the needs of children is the key to providing better targeted support and 
believe that children should not be routed inappropriately into the child protection system as 
a way of gaining access to services. 

4.2 The guidance will draw on the increased understanding and knowledge in many areas of 
abuse, including the long term effects of sexual abuse on children, extent and seriousness of 
abuse perpetrated in some residential establishments. 

5. IMPLEMENTATION 

5.1 This consultation document has been issued in England with responses to be returned by 30th 
June, 1998. Following this exercise new guidance will be issued. 0 

5.2 In Scotland, the Scottish Office issued on 3rd June, 1997 a draft consultation document 
“Protecting Children - A Shared Responsibility, Guidance on Inter Agency Co-operation” 
which has already been presented to Committee. The final Scottish guidance is due to be 
issued in the Autumn of 1998 and once issued the Child Protection Committee will ensure the 
production of local child protection procedures. 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Committee is asked to - 

(1) Note the contents of this report. 

Jirn Dickie, 
Director of Social Work. 
28th April, 1998. 

For further information contact Sandra Paterson, Principal Officer (Child Care) (Telephone 01698 332032). 
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