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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT 

Social Work Committee : 
Operations and Services Sub Committee 
September 1998 

From : 
Jim Dickie, Director of Social Work 
Prepared by : 
John S Scott, Principal Officer, 
Criminal Justice 

Subject : 

Criminal Justice Services : 
Annual Planning Statement 

1. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

3. 

3.1 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

The purpose of the report is to : 

0 obtain the approval of the Committee for the contents of the Annual Planning Statement 
1999 / 2000 in relation to Social Work Services in the Criminal Justice System. 

BACKGROUND 

Social Work Services in the Criminal Justice System are funded on a 100% basis by 
the Scottish Office. Each year, the Authority is required to submit a planning 
statement for the following financial year. The planning statement outlines the levels 
of service anticipated, and bids for allocation of grant for the year. Until this year, the 
Statement has included bids for development of services, but the Scottish Office have 
decided that this year’s statement should only include basic details of outturns and 
trends in relation to core services, with a detailed 3 year Strategic Plan being 
submitted in December. 

CONTENT 

Service levels 

Offenders made subject to community based orders 

The number of Social Enquiry Reports provided to the courts has increased to 1824 in the 
past year, as a consequence of the increased volume of police prosecution related to 
initiatives such as Operation Spotlight. Numbers of probation orders have remained stable at 
330 and community service at 450. The community service figure is in line with 

-expectations, but it had been expected that the figure for probation would be higher. The 
reasons for this are being explored. 

In 1999 / 2000, it is expected that 1990 Social Enquiry Reports will be requested, 370 
offenders placed on probation, and 450 placed on community service orders. Numbers for 
Social Enquiry Reports and Probation are expected to increase as a consequence of the 
introduction of Restriction of Liberty Orders to Hamilton Sheriff Court. 
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The Supervised Attendance Scheme started in March 1998, and has been extremely 
successful. At the time of writing 100 offenders have been placed on orders, exceeding the 
required rate to meet the target of 200 in the financial year. The high use of this order has led 
to a bid for funding for 250 orders in the next financial year. 

3.2 Offenders released from prison 

It is expected that there will be a modest increase in the number of offenders released from 
prison subject to statutory supervision. This will be as a result of the effect of the 
introduction, in 1993, of Non Parole licence, a period of statutory supervision for all 
prisoners sentenced to four years and over. This applies to prisoners sentenced from October 
1993, and it is only in the past year that numbers have increased, as long term prisoners 
complete their sentences. 

It is expected that 57 ex prisoners, subject to all categories of post release supervision, will be 
dealt with. 46 have been dealt with in 1997 / 98. 

3.3 Other services 

It is expected that : 

0 90 offenders will be referred to social work services through diversion from prosecution. 

0 330 offenders will be referred to the Mediation and Reparation Project, run by the Scottish 
Association for the Care and Resettlement of Offenders, on behalf of North Lanarkshire. 

0 90 Home Circumstances Reports will be prepared for the Parole Board. 

0 30 offenders will be provided with support in relation to accommodation, to stabilise 
lifestyles. 

4. RESOURCES 

4.1 The levels of service noted above have been costed at &1,994,447. This year’s grant totaled 
&1,808,000. 
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5. RECOMMENDATION 

5.1 The Committee is asked to 

0 Approve the content of the Planning Statement as outlined in this report. 

Note that the outcome of negotiations with the Scottish Office will be reported to 
Committee. 

0 Approve that the more detailed 3 year Strategic Plan be reported to Committee later this 
year. 

Jim Dickie 
Director of Social Work 

August 31st 1998 

For further information contact John S Scott, Principal Officer, Criminal Justice (01 698 332029) 
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