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Social Work Committee : 
Operations and Services Sub Committee 
17th August, 1999. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT 

Subject : Proposal to Establish a Scottish 
Council on Ageing 

From : 
Jim Dickie, Director of Social Work 
Prepared by : 
Jim Nisbet, Principal Officer, 
Community Care 
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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This report advises Committee of the detail of a proposal to establish a Scottish Council on 
Ageing. This initiative has arisen through work being done by a number of agencies in the 
field of older peoples services and a consultation paper has been circulated widely within 
both the public and independent sectors. 

The views of this authority are being sought as part of the consultation process and this report 
seeks approval for the terms of response to the consultation exercise. 

BACKGROUND 

The last few years have seen a significant number of changes at Central Government and 
Local Government level in this country. These changes have had a profound effect on the 
lives of older people who make up 20% of the population. 

There are an ever increasing number of organisations in the voluntary sector concerned with 
the interests of older people and this is reflected in professional bodies, in research 
departments and in statutory agencies. The recent Cabinet Office initiative “Better 
Government for Older People” illustrates the complexity of the task of drawing together 
government, statutory and voluntary interests. 

In this, the International Year of Older Persons, it is considered by many in the field that these 
various initiatives lack a forum to strengthen the cause of older people at a time when the 
needs of older people are under public scrutiny. One significant example is the report of The 
Royal Commission on Long Term Care of Older People. 

THE PROPOSAL 

The proposal is made in the form of a consultation paper and related questionnaire on a 
number of topics. 

Timing - The proposal suggests that, given the background information outlined in 
paragraph two, and with the recent introduction of the Scottish Parliament, the timing is 
ideal for the introduction of a Scottish Council on Ageing. 
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Remit - The suggested remit for the Scottish Council is to provide a cross sectoral voice for 
older people, to take a pro- active stance in progressing older people’s issues, to provide a 
consultation mechanism for government, to develop creative partnerships between Council 
members and to maximise members experience, expertise and resources. This proposed 
remit is consistent with the aims of “Better Government for Older People”. 

Organisation - The proposal outlines a model with a chairperson and a secretariat. It clearly 
guards against undermining the independence or autonomy of any partner organisations. It 
invites membership from Scottish, National or Regional organisations who have a defined 
membership or network. 

4. RECOMMENDATION 

Committee is asked to - 

(a) note the proposal to establish a Scottish Council on Ageing 

(b) approve a response to the questionnaire supporting the proposal. 

JIM DICKIE, 
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WORK 
15TH JULY, 1999. 

For further information contact Jim Nisbet, Principal Oficer, Communig Care (01 698 332031) 
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