
8 

Social Work Committee : 
Operations and Services Sub Committee 
January 18th 2000 

From : 
Jim Dickie, Director of Social Work 
Prepared by : 
John S Scott, Principal Officer, 
Criminal Justice 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Subject : 

Criminal Justice Services . 
Survey for the development of Addiction 
Services related to the Criminal Justice System 
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AGENDA lTEM No 3 ’  
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to : 

0 seek the approval of the Committee to commission research from the recommended 
organisation. 

BACKGROUND 

It was reported to Committee, in November 1999, that the Scottish Executive had provided 
grant for the development of services in the Criminal Justice System. This applied to three 
areas, including the development of addiction services with a specific focus on service users 
dealt with through the Criminal Justice process. The grant is made available on the basis of 
joint development of services between North and SouthLanarkshire. It was also reported that 
grant provided by the Scottish Office was substantially less than that applied for. 

The provision of a lower level of funding made it impossible to proceed with plans developed 
at the time of application, and the report presented to Committee proposed that half-year 
funding, made available in the current financial year for the development of addiction 
services, be used to fund research activity, with the aim of bringing forward developed 
proposals for implementation at the beginning of the next financial year. The focus of the 
research is to ascertain the extent of need in this area of service, and to ascertain the views of 
the wide range of stakeholders as to the type and structure of services which would best meet 
those needs. This proposal was approved by the Committee. 

The Lanarkshire Drug Action Team was also informed of this proposal and supports the aims 
of the exercise. 

The cost of the exercise is &20,000, shared equally between the two Councils. 

RESEARCH ORGANISATIONS 

A specification for the research was developed between North and South Lanarkshire 
Councils, and was sent to five organisations considered able to undertake research in this 
area. Only one, the Scottish Centre for Infection and Environmental Health, is able to 
undertake the research within the timescale required. 
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The Scottish Centre for Infection and Environmental Health, in 1998, undertook a significant 
piece of research within Lanarkshire, into the ‘Behavioural Patterns of Illicit Substance Users 
in Lanarkshire’. This research was commissioned by Lanarkshire Health Board and 
presented to the Drugs Action Team. It provides a relevant base for the research being 
commissioned by the two Councils. The organisation is considered competent in this area of 
work and suitable to undertake the research. 

4. RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended to Committee : 

that approval is given for the Scottish Centre for Infection and Environmental Health to 
undertake the proposed research. 

0 that it be noted that the outcome of the research, and proposals for the development of 
services, will be reported to a future meeting of the Committee. 

ry JimDickie V 
Director of Social Work 

January 7th 2000 

For further information contact John S Scott, Principal Officer, Criminal Justice (01698 332029) 
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