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TO: Social Work (Operations & Services) 
Sub Committee 

AGENDA ITEM NO. " 

Subject: Research: Leaving Care Under 
the Children (Scotland) Act, 1995. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

FROM: Jim Dickie 
~ Director of Social Work 

DATE OF 
COMMITTEE: 30th May, 2000. 

PrinciPal Officer, Child Care 

FEF: JD/SP/HS 

1 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 To advise Committee of research which will be carried out into the effectiveness of local 
authority through care and after care arrangements for looked after and accommodated young 
people. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 The study will investigate the way local authorities discharge their duties and powers in 
relation to through care and after care under the Children (Scotland) Act, 1995. It will assess 
the arrangements made by authorities in preparing young people for and supporting them 

through the transition from care to living independently in the community. 

2.2 The research will provide an evidence base for the future development of best practice, policy 
and guidance in through care and after care. 

3. METHODOLOGY 

3 3.1 The researchers have issued a questionnaire to all eight local authority social work 
departments and voluntary sector service providers. 

3.2 

through care and after care services; what interagency planning takes place; what model of 
service delivery is used; whether the looked after children materials are used; whether 
leaving care reviews are held; what accommodation options are available and other relevant 
questions. 

The questionnaire concentrates on issues such as whether there is a written policy statement 
on through care; to whom guidance is made available; whether there is a lead officer for 
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3.3 
other key players such as Education and Housing departments. 

In addition, an abbreviated questionnaire on joint working arrangements will be issued to 
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3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

3.7 

4. 

4.1 

5. 

5.1 

Following this a more in depth study will be carried out in three local authorities 
representative of the main models of service delivery. 

This intensive study will take place between August, 2000 and April, 2001. 

Both the questionnaire and follow up interviews will involve the time and co-operation of 
Social Work staff, Education and Housing staff. 

The anonymity of participants will be guaranteed at all times and data presented to the 
Scottish Executive in draft and final reports will be in aggregate form. 

SUMMARY 

This research should provide useful data determining the most effective models of service for 
working with young people in through care and after care. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Committee is asked to - 

(i) note the contents of this report 

(ii) ask that the Director of Social Work submit another report following publication of 
the outcome of the research 

JIM DICKIE, 
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WORK 
MAY, 2000. 

(For further information contact Sandra Paterson, Principal Officer, Child Care - Telephone 01698 332032). 


