
13 
AGENDA ITEM No. 

TO: 
Sub Committee 

Social Work (Operations & Services) 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: COSLA Response to the Inquiry 
by the Scottish Parliament's Education, 

REPORT 

FROM: Jim Dickie 
Director of Social Work 

Culture and Sport Committee into Special 
Educational Needs 

DATE OF 
COMMITTEE: 30th May, 2000. 
REPORT AUTHOR: Sandra Paterson, 
Principal Officer, Child Care 

REF: JD/SP/HS 

1 .  

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

3. 

3.1 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To advise Committee of the contents of the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities 
(COSLA) response and ask them to note the contents of the report. 

BACKGROUND 

COSLA welcomed the opportunity to respond to the Education, Culture and Sport Committee 
Inquiry into special educational needs. COSLA acknowledged the need to ensure that this are 
of work required input not just from Education and Social Work but also other services such 
as Housing, Community Services, Health and voluntary and private sector partners. 

The need to take into account the views of the child and the child's carers as well as the 
impact on siblings, classmates and friends. 

The importance of recent reports such as Riddell and Beattie were acknowledged. 

The Committee asked for comments in four specific areas; diversity of provision; 
effectiveness of integration strategies at all levels in schools; effectiveness of transition 
arrangements at each stage in the school system and provision to meet the requirements of 
families. 

COSLA favours the integration of all children with special educational needs into mainstream 
schooling and Councils have developed a diversity of provision to meet these various needs. 
But while integration (or inclusion) should be the desired outcome for all children it states it 
will always be the right outcome for every child. 

CONTENT 

It is noted that advances in medicine and other health care has meant that more children now 
survive with a wider range of needs and that this group of children is not homogenous. 
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3.2 The report comments that all Scottish Authorities accept the principle of integration. Local 
Government Reform in 1996 accelerated the process of reviewing children in residential care 
and ensuring that children were educated in locality .based provision where possible. This 
ensured that children did not lose touch with their peers, they are in familiar environment and 
there is minimum disruption to their lives. 

3.3 New COSLA guidance on inter authority fees for special educational needs provision was 
implemented in April, 1999. 

3.4 

working. 

As a result of the new working practices, COSLA and the Scottish Independent Special 
Schools Group are engaged in seeking to develop a protocol governing future partnership 

3.5 

3.6 

3.7 

3.8 

3.9 

3.10 

3.11 

3.12 

3.13 

3.14 

The report referred to diversity energy through the new community schools initiative 
including joint budgeting, commissioning and policy of budgets. 

Resources have been identified as a constraint and the rising number of children requiring 
specialist assistance is a significant issue for Councils. 

An example of the response identified the financial pressures including the lack of resources 
for speech therapy, the need for extra teaching support, and the costs of placements at 
specialist schools which can be up to &105,000 per child 

The need to take childrens views into account is emphasised. 

They state that there is a need to review the statutory provision of Records of Needs as it sees 
it as being contrary to the principle of social inclusion in that it provides for only a small 
proportion of those with special needs and upon promises which are fundamentally flawed. 
The recording process is also seen as bureaucratic and the legislative framework cumbersome. 

COSLA acknowledged that a lot of good work is going on in authorities although this can 
sometimes be variable across authorities. It is also acknowledged that authorities may be 
meeting all their statutory duties but that parents may still feel that this is not enough. 
Councils should be as responsive as possible in involving parents. 

High levels of provision are made for chiidren with special educational needs and 
disproportionately so for those who have a Record of Needs so that those who have a record 
may be able to secure funding ten times greater than the Council may have provided. 

COSLA emphasises the need to reform the present statutory framework. 

In relation the diversity of provision, different authorities have tackled this in different ways, 
such as establishing specialised bases in mainstream schools, community schools taking 
children with special educational needs. 

It is noted that much of what Councils do to facilitate integration is , some of this is prevented 
on early intervention. They note however that there requires to be a study to inform Councils 

about the effectiveness of integration on individual children. 
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3.15 There tend to be systems in place for 0 - 5s and primary and secondary pupils but there are 
difficulties with 16+. 

3.16 COSLA notes that parental partnership is a general theme of Councils inclusion policies and 
not just an education issue which requires effective joint working. 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

4.1 The COSLA document is a comprehensive response to the inquiry and provides some 
examples of good practice which may be of use to North Lanarkshire Council. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Committee is asked to - 

(i) note the contents of this report 

JIM DICKIE, 
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WORK 
5th May, 2000. 

(For further information contact Sandra Paterson, Principal Officer, Child Care - Telephone 01698 332032). 
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