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1. PURPOSE AND CONTENT OF REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to : 

inform the Committee of the Report, Youth Crime Review : Publication of Advisory 
Group Report published by the Scottish Executive, and its implications for North 
Lanarkshire. 

This report provides the Committee with information on a new report, circulated by the 
Scottish Executive, which develops strategy for work with young people at risk who also 
become involved in offending behaviour. Additional resources are being made available to 
develop relevant services. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 The Scottish Executive established a Youth Crime Review Group to consider 
approaches to Youth Crime in Scotland and to promote the development of effective 
measures which stop or reduce offending. This report is the outcome of the Group's 
considerations. 

2.2 The report is accompanied by a commitment to providing additional funding in the 
current and future financial years to develop activity consistent with the aims of the Report, 
and with the principles of Spending to Save. 

2.3 The basis for the provision of funding is not yet clear. The Social Work Department 
intends to impress on the Scottish Executive that funding should be made available on the 
basis of need, rather than population. 

3. THE REPORT 

3.1 The Report reflects the complexity of issues which relate to Youth Crime, including 
problems of social disadvantage, and the 'need for multi disciplinary approaches to the 
problems faced by young people at risk. The Report : 
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0 recognises that young people who offend are amongst the most damaged and excluded 
members of society 

0 reflects issues of both risk to the community and risk to young people themselves, of 
future involvement in the Criminal Justice System and continued disadvantage and 
exclusion. 

0 focuses on the need to develop effective means of ensuring an effective transition for 
young people at risk, from childhood to adulthood, proposing : 

The development of a network of services to promote effective intervention in relation 
to Youth Crime. 
The establishment of multi disciplinary teams to promote service development. 

4. IMPLICATIONS FOR NORTH LANARKSHIRE 

4.1 The Report and accompanying proposals are welcome and will be of interest to both 
the Education and Community Services Departments which play major roles in the provision 
of a framework which promotes early intervention and effective transition to adulthood. 

4.2 The Scottish Executive have asked for proposals, by the end of September, 
concerning spend of additional grant in the current financial year. At the time of writing, it 
has not been possible to bring forward specific proposals. This will be done in the next cycle. 

4.3 Developments in intervention with young people who offend will be undertaken 
jointly between Child Care and Criminal Justice Services. It is also proposed that this is done 
in conjunction with South Lanarkshire, consistent with existing developments in this field, 
and in consultation with Education and Community Services. 

5. RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended to Committee : 

0 that the contents of the Report be noted. 

0 that approval be given to develop proposals and that these be brought forward in the next 
cycle. 

that this report be remitted to the Education and Community Services Committees for their 
interest. 

A copy of the report has been submitted to the Members Library for information. 

’ Jim Dickie 
Director of Social Work 

7th July 2000 

For further information contact John S Scott, Principal Officer, Criminal Justice (01698 332053) or Sandra Paterson, 
Principal Officer, Child Care (01698 332052) 


