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Social Work Committee : 
Operations and Services Sub Committee 
15th August 2000 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject : Adoption Applications in 
Scotland 1999. 

SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT 

From : 
Jim Dickie, Director of Social Work 
Prepared by : 
Cheryl Moran, Senior Child Care 
Officer 
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CONTENT AND PURPOSE OF REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of the number of applications for Adoption 
in Scotland for 1999. These statistics are produced by the Scottish Executive. 

BACKGROUND 

Adoption application statistics are collected from the 48 Sheriff Courts in Scotland by the 
Scottish Executive Education Department. 

These figures are published annually. 

Adoption applications are made to Airdrie Sheriff Court and Hamilton Sheriff Court by 
petitioners who reside in North Lanarkshire. 

A report on the outcomes of adoption applications for North Lanarkshire will be subject of a 
further report to committee, which will also report on the work of the Adoption and Fostering 
Panel for 1999. 

POSITIONAL STATEMENT ON ADOPTION APPLICATIONS IN SCOTLAND IN 
1999 

There were just over 450 Adoption Applications made in Scotland in 1999. The number was 
similar to that in 1997 and 1998. 

Applications made through a Local Authority for children looked after and accommodated, 
accounted for 162 (36% ) of the total number. 

Applications involving a step parent accounted for 202 (45% ) of the total and reflects the 
increasing numbers of children who live in reconstituted families. 

Applications for children aged between 5 and 11 years accounted for 207 (46%) of all 
applications. A further 166 (37%) of applications related to children aged under 5 years of 
age. 
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Adoption is considered as a suitable option for a small number of children aged over 11 
years. This is a more significant feature in step-parent adoption where the child of the 
custodial parent is expressing a positive choice about adoption by the step-parent. 

The number of applications for making a freeing for adoption order has risen from 48 in 1995 
to 86 in 1999. This is a significant increase throughout Scotland which is reflected in the 
decision making for children in North Lanarkshire Council. 

A report on the factors which have influenced the increase in numbers will be the subject of a 
further report. The Children (Scotland) Act 1995 has had a major impact on permanency 
planning for children, however, and this has been a contributory factor in the increase in 
applications since its inception. However, figures for 1996,1997 and 198 are included for 
information in Appendix 1. 

In 1999,438 adoption orders were granted and 9 applications were withdrawn. No adoption 
applications were refused. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The financial implications of the increase in applications for freeing for adoption orders and 
the subsequent increase in adoption placements by local authorities are the subject of annual 
budgetary review. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The adoption of children by step-parents and through local authorities continues to be a 
positive option for a significant number of children in Scotland. 

The adoption of children within the context of the family is increasing and reflects the high 
number of reconstituted families. 

The highest number of adoption orders are granted for children aged 0-11 years with 76 
(17%) of adoption orders being granted for children aged between 12-18 years. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Committee is asked: 

(i) To note the contents of this report. 

(ii) To request the Director of Social Work provide a further report to committee on the 
adoption statistics which relate to North Lanarkshire Council. 

JIM DICKIE, 
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WORK 
JULY 2000 
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