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PURPOSE AND CONTENT OF REPORT 

To advise Committee of the introduction of the Draft National Adoption Standards 
document which has been issued for consultation in England by the Department of 
Health and is now issued for consultation in Scotland by the Scottish Executive and to 
homologate the response to the Scottish Executive. 

North Lanarkshire Council’s action plan in relation to meeting the standards will be 
subject to a further report to Committee following the outcome of the consultation. 

BACKGROUND 

The Prime Minister established a fundamental review of adoption policy and practice 
in the early part of 2000 following growing concerns about the lack of family 
placement resources for children and the unacceptable delays experienced by children 
for whom adoption is the plan. 

The Government White Paper, ‘Adoption, a New Approach’ was presented to 
the Westminster Parliament by the Secretary of State for Health in December 2000. 
The White Paper sets out a major programme of action for England and Wales with 
the interests of children as paramount. 

The Draft National Adoption Standards have been developed as part of the action 
plan, and includes Scotland. 
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THE STANDARDS 

The Standards have been developed by an expert working group chaired by Dame 
Margaret Booth and organised by the British Agencies for Adoption & Fostering 

They have been written to ensure that looked after children, prospective adopters, 
birth families and the general public understand what they can expect from the 
adoption service so that all parties receive a fair and equal service wherever they live. 

The principles which underpin the standards ensure that the child’s welfare, safety, 
needs and views should be at the centre of the adoption process. 

The standards recognise that adoption has lifelong implication for all involved and 
requires commitment from many different organisations, professions and individuals 
who have to work together to ensure the provision of services for those affected by 
adoption. 

THE SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE’S ACTION PLAN FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE STANDARDS 

The document has been circulated for consultation to all local authorities and 
voluntary organisations in Scotland. The Scottish Executive has invited comments 
by 20th April, 2001. An extension of one week has been agreed to ensure all 
relevant information was collated to inform the response. The Scottish Executive 
has been advised in a covering letter that the response has been submitted to them 
in order to meet the deadline but is subject to homologation at the Operations & 
Services Sub Committee which is due to take place on 10th May, 2001. 

The Scottish Executive will then organise a workshop to discuss the standards and 
inform the consultation recommendations. 

The standards will then be finalised for publication taking into account the 
consultation responses although the Scottish Executive has not decided timescales for 
publication of the final document. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL’S RESPONSE TO THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STANDARDS 

The document has been widely circulated for consultation within North Lanarkshire 
with feedback requested by 20th April, 2001 to inform the response to the Scottish 
Executive. (a limited extension has been agreed to the deadline) 

Following this a Committee report will be produced which identifies the gaps in 
existing provision and the proposed action plan to address these issues in respect of 
North Lanarkshire services. 
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6. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 The resource implications arising from the full implementation of the standards 
will be included in the future report to Committee. 

7. SUMMARY 

7.1 North Lanarkshire Council welcomes the opportunity to consult on the development 
of National Adoption Standards. 

7.2 The standards put childrens needs and not those of adults at the heart of the adoption 
process. 

7.3 They recognise that delays in adoption can have a severe impact on the long term. 
health and development of children and should be avoided wherever possible. 

8. RECOMMENDATIONS 

8.1 Committee is asked to - 

(1) homologate the response to the Scottish Executive. 
A copy of the response is available in the Memberilibrary. 

(2) request the Director of Social Work to provide a fwther report to Committee 
on North Lanarkshire Council’s action plan following the completion of the 
consultation exercise undertaken by the Scottish Executive. 

(3) othenvise note the contents of this report. 

JIM DICKIE, 
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WORK 
APFUL, 2001. 

(For further information contact Cheryl Moran, Senior Child Care Officer - Telephone 01698 2185) 
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