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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT / INTRODUCTION 

1.1. The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of recently released statistical 
information from the Scottish Executive on Health and Community Care matters. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1. Scottish Community Care Statistics is an annual report published by the Scottish Executive. 
It provides statistical data and analysis on a number of important areas in the fields of 
Community Care and Health Care in Scotland. 

2.2 The recently published report provides information on 5 areas: 
Older People; 
Adults with Learning Disabilities; 
Adults with Mental Health problems; 
Physically Disabled Adults and Carers. 

2.3 The report provides occasional analysis but acknowledges that, due to the changes in 
information gathering processes, comparisons between annual statistics are not always 
reliable as different collation methods may have been used. Where such discrepancies are 
identified, no national analysis is offered in the report but a North Lanarkshire Council 
(NLC) perspective can be provided. 

3. CONSIDERATIONS 

3.1. Older People: 
The report identifies a number of important features in relation to services for older people. 

3.1.1 Intensive Home Support.: The report shows that the number of people living in their own 
homes and receiving an intensive home support service (greater than 10 hours a week) 
continued to increase - up 11% from 10,604 in 2000 to 11,778 in 2001. This figure 
represents a Scottish average of 18% for 2001. 

3.1.2 The percentage of service users in the same category within North Lanarkshire Council for 
the same period was significantly greater at 27%. This represents an increase of 7% from 
the previous year. Of the 32 Local Authorities in Scotland, only 3 had a higher percentage 
of people receiving intensive home support. This would confirm the success of this 
Council's drive towards care at home as home support services continue to expand to meet 



the need for intensive care at home and remain targeted to the Council's Care at home 
policies. 

3.1.3 

3.1.4 

3.1.5 

3.1.6 

3.1.7 

3.1.8 

3.1.9 

3.1.10 

Day Care: There were 7,744 day care places for older people in Scotland in 200 1, compared 
to 7,737 places in 1998 when the last day care census was conducted. The report shows that 
during a typical week in 200 1 nearly 1 1,900 people attended a day centre, compared to 
12,362 in 1998. No information is given as to why this situation presents as a relatively 
static position over a 3 year period. 

In North Lanarkshire Council the number of directly provided day care places had increased 
from 250 in 1997 to 261 in 2001. Additional purchased services from the voluntary sector 
increased this figure to 3 10 places. Unfortunately different systems have been used to 
collate this information since 1997 which makes comparisons over this time period 
unreliable. Of course, with the more recent implementation of a Best Value Review of Day 
Care and A Home for the Future, both previously reported to Committee, day care services 
for older people have grown significantly in the last two years. 

Special Needs Housing Dwellings: The number of special needs housing dwellings has more 
than doubled during the past 10 years. However this has levelled off in the last 2 years. 
In 1990 there were 43,526 dwellings, in 2000 there were 91,326, in 2001 there were 91,326 
and in 2001 there were 91,085 

The report pre-dates major new developments in North Lanarkshire Council in relation to 
Very Sheltered Housing and presents the overall North Lanarkshire Council rates as 104.4 
per 1000 pop 65+ in comparison to the Scottish rate of 115.7 per 1000 pop 65+. 

In terms of Othev Dwellings with Alarms North Lanarkshire Council had the third highest 
number (3,419) across all Local Authorities. However, the number of dwellings with 
Community Alarms in North Lanarkshire has more than doubled in the intervening period 
and this increase in service provision almost certainly takes this Authority to the top of the 
league table in this important area. 

Residential Care: The report does not present any statistical comparisons across Local 
Authorities in any respect. What it does do is present the pattern of change within 
residential care over the past 15 years. In terms of the number of homes, there were 422 in 
1980. This peaked in 1998 with 681 homes before reducing to 621 homes in 2001. The 
number of beds available in 1980 was 14,409. This rose to 18,346 in 1990 and has declined 
consistently each year to 15,150 in 2001. The number of residents in residential care was 
lower in 2001 than in 1980. There were 13,462 residents in 1980. A peak of 16,357 in 1990 
followed by a gradual reduction to 13,353 in 2001 (a drop of 3% from the previous year). In 
the last 4 years there has been little change in the number of people in Nursing Homes, 
remaining at around 20,000 each year. There was only an increase of 0.7% from the 
previous year. 

The number of Local Authority Homes has decreased from 247 in 1980 to 202 in 2001. 
Interestingly the report indicates a reduction of 75 homes since 1990 when there was 277 
Local Authority homes. The growth in the number of Private Homes was rapid up until 
1990. Thereafter there was an erratic growth up to 1999. This has levelled out at 261 in 
2000 and 200 1. Statistically there is no correlation between the reduction in Local Authority 
Homes since 1990 and the growth in Private Homes from the same time. The substantial 
growth in the Private Sector took place in the 5 years earlier from 1985 to1990. Voluntary 
Sector Homes have reduced in number since 1980 when they provided 175 homes to 158 in 
2001. 

Geriatric Long Stay Hospital Beds: The number of occupied geriatric long stay hospital beds 
more than halved between 1990 and 2001 (down from 8,544 in 1990 to 3,816 in 2000 and 
further down to 3,464 in 2001). The report suggests that this reduction reflects the shift in 
the balance of care towards txoviding care in the communitv and home-based settings. 
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Adults with Learning Disabilities: 

Long Stay Hospitals: Since 1990 there has been a 65% decrease in the number of people 
with learning disabilities in long stay hospitals (1,52 1 in 200 1). Since 1997, the number of 
people with learning disabilities who are resident in care homes has increased from 4,463 to 
5,057 in 2001. 

Day Care: In 2001, there were 8,577 day care places for adults in Scotland with learning 
disabilities, compared to 8,742 in 2000. In North Lanarkshire Council there has been a 
reduction in the number of places from 492 places in 2000 to 424 in 200 1. Similarly the 
numbers attending have reduced from 497 in 2000 to 330 in 2001. This is the outcome of a 
positive shift towards providing positive day opportunities which are more experientially 
beneficial to service users. 

Residential Care: There has been little change in residential care statistics for North 
Lanarkshire Council. Local Authority Homes figures remain static while there has been a 
very small decrease in Voluntary Homes residents. 

Home Support: There has been a reduction in home support services in the 16-64 age 
group both in North Lanarkshire Council and Scottish levels from the previous year. 
However locally the percentage of support remains higher than the Scottish percentage, i.e. 
76% compared to 69% nationally. There has been a growth of 4% in the numbers of 75 to 84 
years age group receiving support. This stands at 8% compared to a national figure of 6% 

Adults With A Physical Disability 

Day Care: In 2001 there were 1, 863 places in day centres catering mainly for adults with a 
physical disability, compared to 1, 800 in 1998. In North Lanarkshire Council, an additional 
day centre ( 5 )  was established in 200 1. In terms of people attending per 10,000 pop 16-64 
years, the Councils position (7.0) was slightly under the Scottish rate of 8.1. 

Housing: There were 28,401 dwellings provided by public agencies and housing 
associations, compared to 24,453 in 2000. Provision in North Lanarkshire Council (0.4) 
was substantially below the Scottish rate 8.5 total dwellings per 1000 pop 16-64 years. 

Residential Care: The number of people in residential care dropped from 733 in 2000 to 585 
in 200 1. The majority of care homes were run by voluntary organisations. There is no 
provision of this nature in North Lanarkshire, the Council supporting people at home. 

Visual Impairment: There were nearly 38, 5000 people in Scotland registered as blind or 
partially sighted, compared to 38, 100 in the previous year. No comparison is available for 
North Lanarkshire Council fkom the previous year. In 200 1 the North Lanarkshire Council 
rate (2.4) of registered people per 1, 000 pop compares with the Scottish rate of 2.7. 

Carers 

In 200 1, there were an estimated 278,456 people in Scotland who required regular help or 
care. This represents 5.5% of the Scottish population. The majority (58%) of people 
requiring care were women. Just over half of the people requiring care were aged 65 or 
over. 

The level of care received in 2001 can be shown as : - 

care from within the home only 118, 561 (43%) 
care from outwith the home only 116,207 (42%) 
care from both 32,361 (12%) 
no care received 11,327 (4%) 

These statistics highlight that the majority of care in Scotland is still provided by carers from 
within the home. Local figures are not provided. 



4. FINANCIAL / PERSONNEL / LEGAL / POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 The report carries no implications but serves as a means to compare and contrast current 
policies and practices within the field of community care. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1. Committee is asked to note the contents of this report. 

Jim w%!?9&? Dickie 
. >  

Director of Social Work 
23 September 2001 

For further information on this report ulease contact Jim Nisbet, Manager, Older Peoples Sewices 
TEL. (01 698 332031) 
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