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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Date: 3 October 2002 

REPORT 

Ref LB/FM 

To: SOCIAL WORK (OPERATIONS & 
SERVICES) SUB GROUP 

Subject: “FUNKY BLUE SMURFS” - 
PROPOSED VISIT BY MEMBERS 
OF THE COMMITTEE TO THE 
GROUP 

From: DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WORK 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT / INTRODUCTION 

1.1 To inform members of the progress of the “Funky Blue Smurfs”, and to co-ordinate a visit to the 
group by members of the Committee as discussed at Committee on 9th May 2002. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1. The “Funky Blue Smurfs” is an advocacy group for young people with learning difficulties. It was 
established in September 2000, and is being supported on a partnership basis by North Lanarkshire 
Council’s Social Work Department and Education Department, and by Partners in Play, a North 
Lanarkshire voluntary organisation. 

2.2. The group is currently based within Glencryan School, Cumbernauld, a school for children with 
special educational needs, although the group functions as independent of the school curriculum. 
The group includes young people fi-om S 1 to S6 who attend Glencryan School; in addition children 
from the neighbouring Redburn School attend the group. The group was initiated as a result of a 
recognition within the authority that the contribution of disabled young people towards the 
development of services and their participation is currently limited. 

2.3. The purpose of the group is to enable young people to develop the skills and confidence to express 
their views about their wishes and entitlements about their lives. The group is based upon an 
inclusive peer support approach which recognises that disabled young people share common 
concerns with able-bodied young people in addition to their own specific issues, and that the group 
provides an opportunity for its members to develop life skills. Young people from neighbouring 
mainstream secondaries attend the group as supporters to the group members; in addition two young 
people with disabilities who already posses some self-advocacy skills attend the group as 
supporters/role-modes. This has been a particularly successful aspect of the group’s development. 

2.4. The group has in a short time achieved considerable recognition for it’s work. An independent 
evaluation was undertaken in October 200 1, which highlighted that the young people had benefited 
from their involvement; that they had developed skills in speaking out about issues which affect 
them; and that the young people themselves wished this work to continue and develop. From the 
outset, the young people’s views about the focus of the group and about the issues which would be 
explored were sought. 

2.5 The group has been consulted about a range of service and policy developments, such as the 
Children’s Services Plan, befriending services and “The Way Forward” consultation document on 
the record of needs. In addition, group members have attended a range of conferences, including 
running workshops at local and national conferences and events. 
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2.6 The group has been awarded a grant from Barclay’s Bank New Futures Award, and a small grant 
from Children in Scotland for participating in it’s Diana Project, which aims to promote the 
development of advocacy work for children with disabilities. 

2.7 In February 2002 the group was nominated and came first in the Evening Times Local Heroes 
Award, equality category, and received a cheque for 52,000. This was reported to members in a 
committee report on 25* April 2002. 

2.8 A successful bid was made to the Children’s Change Fund to continue to support and extend this 
work, and it is anticipated that an advocacy worker for children with disabilities will be appointed, to 
be based within Partners in Play, who will take a lead role in developing this work. 

3 PROPOSALS/CONSIDEMTION 

3.1, Members have expressed an interest at previous Committees in visiting the group. The group meets 
once a month on a Monday from 3pm to 5.30pm in Glencryan School, and this may provide the best 
opportunity for a visit. Suggested dates for this visit include Monday 28th October or Monday 4th 
November from 4.00 - 5.30pm in Glencryan School. 

3.2. The group has recently experienced changes to it’s membership as young people have moved on and 
others have joined the group. Normally 18 young people would attend the group, supported by 
Jeanette Hodge from Partners in Play and Fiona Cameron, Children’s Rights Officer from the Social 
Work Department. In view of the stage of development of the group at this point, it is recommended 
that an upper limit of 6 elected members participate in a visit. 

4. FINANCIAL/PERSONNEL/LEGAL/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1. None. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

(i). Committee is asked to note the contents of the Report and agree the arrangements in relation to the 

(ii) otherwise note the content of the report. 
proposed visits to the Funky Blue Smurfs by Committee members and relevant officers. 

Director of Social Work 
3RD October 2002 

For further information on this report ulease contact Linda Brown,. Co-ordinator Community Resources & 
Fiona Cameron. Children’s Rights Officer TEL. (01 698 332045) 
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