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SERVICES SUB-GROUP 

Subject: FUNKY BLUE SMURFS - VISIT 
BY MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMITTEE TO THE GROUP 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT / INTRODUCTION 

1.1. To inform Members of the visit to the Funky Blue Smurfs by members of the Social Work 
Ops & Services Committee on 4 November 2002, as agreed at Committee on 9 May 2002. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1. The Funky Blue Smurfs is an advocacy group for young people with physical and learning 
disabilities. It was established in September 2000 and is being supported on a partnership basis by 
North Lanarkshire Council’s Social Work Department and Education Department, and by Partner’s 
in Play - a North Lanarkshire voluntary organisation. 

2.2 The group has in a short time achieved considerable recognition for its work. An independent 
evaluation was undertaken in October 200 1 which highlighted that the young people had benefited 
from their involvement; that they had developed skills in speaking out about issues which affect 
them; and that the young people themselves wished this work to continue and develop. From the 
outset, the young people’s views about the focus of the group and about the issues which would be 
explored were sought. 

2.3 The group has been consulted about a range of service and policy developments, such as the 
Children’s Services Plan, befriending services and “The Way Forward” consultation document on 
the record of needs. In addition, group members have attended a range of conferences, including 
running workshops at local and national conferences and events. 

2.4 The group has been awarded a grant from Barclays’ Bank New future’s Award, and a small grant 
from Children in Scotland for participating in it’s Diana Project, which aims to promote the 
development of advocacy work for children with disabilities. 

2.5 In February 2002 the group was nominated and came first in the Evening Times Local Heroes 
Award, equality category, and received a cheque for 22000. This was reported to Members in a 
Committee Report on 25 April 2002. 

2.6 A successfbl bid was made to the Children’s Change Fund to continue to support and extend this 
work, and it is anticipated that an advocacy worker for children with disabilities will be appointed, 
to be based within Partner’s in Play, who will take a lead role in developing this work. 

3. PROPOSALS / CONSIDERATIONS 

3.1. A visit to Glencryan School to meet the group was made on Monday 4 November 2002 by 
Councillors Selfridge, Ross and Homer. The Members joined the young people at one of their 
meetings from 4.00 to 5.30 p.m. 
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3.2 The Members were shown a display on a school wall of some of the group’s achievements, 
including photographs of the young people during a visit to the Scottish Parliament and of the 
young people at Glasgow City Chambers receiving the Evening Times Local Heroes Award. 

3.3 The Members then joined the young people, and the young people introduced themselves and told 
the Members what they enjoy about attending the group. This included the activities, the use of 
drama, visits to conferences and having the opportunity to speak about the issues of importance to 
them. 

3.4 Several of the young people performed a short drama which they had recently developed and 
performed at a conference workshop. This covered the issue of bullying within the community, 
which the majority of the young people had experienced, and illustrated ways in which attendance 
at the Funky Blue Smurfs provides the young people with the opportunity to discuss and to tackle 
such issues, including discussion with local Councillors. 

3.5 The Members were then invited to join a “Question time” panel, chaired by one of the young 
people. The “audience” of young people asked panel members questions which they had previously 
prepared, covering a wide range of issues of importance to them. These included questions such as 
“Do you think that young people are listened to enough?”, “What qualities should a Councillor 
possess?”, “How can transport be improved for young people?’, and “Who is your favourite Pop 
Idol?”. 

3.6 The “Panel” was then invited to ask questions of the audience, and a discussion ensued about the 
issue of inclusion within mainstream, schools for children with disabilities. 

3.7 Finally, photographs of the young people and members were taken by the Evening Times, who had 
requested this opportunity for this year’s launch of the “Local Heroes” Award. 

3.8 The visit to the group by Members proved to be a valuable opportunity for everyone involved to 
share views about issues of importance to the young people, and for the young people to develop 
skills and confidence in “speaking out” to Elected Members about their views. 

4. FINANCIAL / PERSONNEL / LEGAL / POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1. None. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

(i) Committee is asked to note the content of the report. 

(ii) On behalf of the Social Work Ops & Services Committee, the Director of Social Work thanks 
the group for the visit and notes their contribution to the development of advocacy work. 

Jim Dickie 
f?y Director of Social Work 

27 November 2002 

For further information on this reuort ulease contact Fiona Cameron. Children’s Rights Officer 
TEL: (01698 294727) 
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