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1. Introduction 

The purpose of this Report is to advise the Committee about the Automated Registration of 
Title to Land (ARTL) system recently introduced by Registers of Scotland for effecting 
transfers of land , securities over land and discharges of such securities, by electronic 
means; and to seek authority for Legal Services to take the necessary steps to proceed to 
adopt its use. 

2. Background 

ARTL is being promoted as part of the Government's e-commerce initiative. Following 
extensive trials and consultation with stakeholders, Registers of Scotland recently 
commenced a live trial of the Automated Registration of Title to Land (ARTL) system and 
plans to introduce the system later this year on a geographical county by county roll-out 
basis. ARTL offers e-registration via the internet of dealings with a whole interest registered 
in the Land Register, such as Dispositions of a whole registered interest, securities over a 
whole registered interest, discharges of securities, charging orders, etc. 

As a result of the type of transactions in which the Council is involved, the Council's use of 
ARTL would be limited initially since only dealings with a whole registered interest can be 
accommodated by the system. The potential use by the Council would be in relation to 
Discharges of Standard Securities (eg Tenants Rights Transactions); Charging Orders 
(Social Work) ; Notices of Payment of Improvement or Repairs Grant and Notices of Cessor 
of Improvement or Repairs Grant. The ARTL system will have templates for a Discharge and 
also Charging Order, Notice of Payment of Improvement and Repairs Grants, in a format of 
agreed with the Society of Local Authority Lawyers. 

3. ARTL Requirements 

In order to use ARTL, the Council require the following:- 
(i) 
(ii) 
(iii) 

(iv) 

a licence from Registers of Scotland to use ARTL; 
that registration dues are paid by direct debit; 
that the council's existing hardware and software are compatible with the use of 
ARTL; and 
that deeds be digitally signed. 

Since the Council are committed to promoting efficient government and service delivery, a 
Licence to use ARTL has been obtained. The Council already pay registration dues by direct 
debit and the software currently used by the Council is compatible with the use of ARTL. 



4. Proposal 

The Council require to authorise appropriate officers to use digital signatures and purchase 
appropriate hardware to facilitate digital signatures. Consideration requires to be given to 
the Council’s Scheme of Delegations to ensure that deeds can be signed digitally or, if 
necessary, amended to accommodate this. The authorised signatories of conventional 
deeds should be authorised to sign digitally, (currently the Executive Director Corporate 
Services, the Head of Legal Services, the Head of Central Services and the 3 Chief 
So I i ci t o rs) . 

Registers of Scotland require that organisations using ARTL have a “Local Registration 
Authority (LRA)” and “Practice Administrator” with responsibility for controlling various 
aspects of its use. It should be noted that the ARTL system can set up profiles to 
accommodate the organisation’s needs which means that the applications can be created as 
appropriate and passed, electronically, to the authorised signatory using a similar process to 
the way in which traditional deeds are prepared and executed. ARTL is considered to be 
more secure than the paper system since the security surrounding digital signature prevents 
forgery. 

The cost to the Council of proceeding to use ARTL is currently assesed as being restricted to 
the cost of Smart Card readers which is estimated at f27 + f2:95 p&p (plus VAT) per unit. 
Assuming authorised signatories are as previously indicated and together with the solicitors 
and administrative staff who deliver the service (likely to be 4) implementation of ARTL would 
result in a total cost of f299:50 plus VAT. This cost can be offset against a saving of f 10 for 
each registration using ARTL. 

Registers of Scotland anticipate that ARTL will be available for use by the Council from 1 
November 2007. 

4 Recommendations 

To note the content of this Report on Automated Registration of Title to Land (ARTL); 

To authorise Legal Services adopt the use of ARTL where appropriate; 

To authorise the Head of Legal Services to proceed to implement the project, to 
include (a) delegation of the nomination of the LRA and Practice Administrator and 
appropriate permission levels for use; (b) purchase of hardware and software (where 
necessary) and (c) organisation of training sessions for those persons authorised to 
sign documents digitally; 

To take steps to ensure that the Council’s Scheme of Delegations be amended to 
accommodate digital signatures; and 

To instruct the Head of Legal Services to monitor when implemented. 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact June 
Murray, Head of Legal Services, on extension 2554. 


