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Purpose of Report 

To seek homologation of action taken, following consultation with the Provost and Convener, 
in acceding to a request from St Andrew’s Hospice that it be permitted to ‘adopt’ the 
Christmas tree at the Civic Centre, Motherwell, for its ‘Light Up A Life’ Campaign. 

Background 

Every Christmas since 1993, the grounds of St Andrew’s Hospice have been illuminated by 
more than 1,000 lights on a 30ft Christmas tree. Each of the lights on the tree can be 
sponsored during Advent, either in honour of a loved relative or friend or in celebration of the 
life of someone who has passed away. The suggested donation then was €5 per light. 

Last year, when the Hospice had to raise €37,000 each week to maintain care services to 
over I00  patients from Lanarkshire communities, the Hospice was able to extend its ‘Light 
Up A Life’ campaign to Christmas trees erected in the towns and villages across North and 
South Lanarkshire and, accordingly, to offer the ability to ‘adopt’ a Christmas tree light more 
extensively than before and receive further donations raising vital funds for the Hospice. 

This year, the Hospice has asked that the tree to be erected at the Civic Centre during the 
Festive Period might be added to the list from which sponsorship can be obtained. 

A banner is placed around the base of the tree saying that the lights could be sponsored in 
aid of St Andrew’s Hospice. Participants in the ‘Light Up A Life’ Campaign can select a 
Christmas tree on which the light should shine and receive a Christmas Card from St 
Andrew’s Hospice confirming that the light is shining for a loved one. 

Considerations 

Given the support by the Council of St Andrew’s Hospice and given the timescale by which 
publicity was to be prepared, the Provost and the Convener of the Corporate Services 
Committee were consulted in the matter of the request and supported the proposal. 
Following that consultation, action was taken to approve this request. 

There are no financial or administrative implications for the Council. 

Recommendations 

The Committee is asked to homologate the action taken, following consultation with the 
Provost and Convener of the Corporate Services Committee, in agreeing to accede to this 
request. 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report should contact John Neming, 
Head of Central Services on Extension 2228. 


