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1, Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise Members of the response submitted on behalf of the 
Council to the Scottish Government Consultation on aspects of the operation of Community 
Councils. 

2. Background 

2.1. At a meeting of the Corporate Services Committee on 15 May 2008 consideration 
was given to a report advising of the receipt of a consultation paper on certain 
operational matters pertaining to Community Councils and, in particular, to a model 
draft Scheme of Establishment for Community Councils and to a draft Code of 
Conduct for Community Councillors. 

2.2. Given that the date of the next meeting of this Committee was after the deadline for 
submission of comments to the consultation, it was agreed that authority be 
delegated to the Head of Central Services, following consultation with the Convener, 
to submit a response to the consultation paper. 

2.3. As a consequence of this consultation paper it was also agreed at that time to defer 
the Council’s proposed quadrennial elections for Community Councils later this year. 

3. Proposal 

In response to the questions posed in the consultation paper, and following consultation with 
the Convener, a copy of the response submitted to the Scottish Government is appended as 
an Appendix to this report. 

4. Corporate Considerations 

There are no adverse financial, legal or property corporate implications arising from this 
report. 

5. Recommendation 

That the Committee note the submission of the response to the Scottish Government 
consultation on the draft model Scheme for Establishment of Community Councils and on a 
draft Code of Conduct for Community Councillors as detailed in the Appendix to this report. 

c 

i hou ld  any Member require further information please contact Tom Gaffney on Ext. 2342. 
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In response to thci Consultation Paper on the Model Scheme for Community Councils and the Draft 
Code of Conduct for Community Councillors I would comment as follows- 

Question 1 -Agree 

Question 2 - Agree with the introduction of a framework for the creation and operation of Community 
Counci18, however the matter of support should be left to individual Local authorities to determine. 

Question 3 - Satisfied 

From inception 01: Cornmunity Councils in 1975 there has been no periodic review of the framework 
arrangements regulating Llreir operation in Scotland. The continued applicability of the core 
arrangements requires to he tested, where necessary updated, and made consistent to reflect 
political, societal iiind demographic changes in Scotland over the past 30 or so years. 

Question 4 - Neither difficult nor easy, 

The ability of Community Counciis to “corriect” with their communities is influenced by the 
commitment, background and expertise of their rnerribers. It must be remembered that Community 
Council:; are voluntary, part-time argaruisatioiis whose ability to accurately reflect all sections of their 
comniuriity will be influenced by available time, financial and logistical constraints. Community 
Councils shcruid take all reasonable steps to reflect the eorrrments and opinions of communities, 
howebw to rq.,Iire lihis to kie “esseritial” to their operatirvn is not prar.-,ticable. 

Question 5 - Satisfied 

The adoption of a 1Wodel Constitutian is welcomed. It supports a consistency of approach that will 
supplement properly structured and regulated Community Councils. However, there should be scope 
for minor variation to reflect local circumstances. 

Questioil 6 -- Aywe 

Questioin 8 - This is a matter which is kepf mder review by the Local Authosi1:y. 

Question 9 - Disagree 

Unlike Con-irriurjif y Council boui-idaries, L.ocal ;autPority ward bowidarie:s silo nut always reflect the 
often unique rtature cif seltiernerrts and cornimmities. Since t h e  inception of the larger multi-member 
wards tt-tere ha\!(:? been a fow problems wt-we Community Coiincil bouridaries cross over local 
authclrity corisfituewes, ?icwrwer in thlc Cii‘Ciimutances this is conaiderecl to be the lesser of two evils. 

Question 4 1 -“ Lol:al Aulhority 

Question ‘I 2 -. Y,es 
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The "first past the post" rnethad of election is considered to be the most appropriate system of 
operation for Community Courrcils for reasons of expediency and simplicity. The complexity of 
calculation, the time and cost involved does not make S N  practicable in these circumstances. 

Question 'I 6(a) - secret postal ballot -. strongly opposIe 

TO apply the absent voter process fcir Community Council elections would require personal identifiers 
for all electors, rallier than the current arrangements whereby only those who select to vote by post 
require io register for such a facility. 

Questio? 1S(b) -. ccrmman election day - support 

It is considered that the identification of a cotnrnot? ciay for Ccinmuriity Council elections throughout 
Scotland would ~OCIJS attention or1 elections and niight encourage greater participation and public 
coverage. 

Question 17 - Not exceeding 50% 

Question '18 --' Agrt?e 

Question 19 

The North I.aiiarkshire Council Scheme for Community Councils when lasi reviewed specifically 
incorporated a rec~uirement to erilcourage representation fronu young persons of not less than 
16 years of age, sdbjtict to those persons riot tweeding 25% of the toLa/ number of persons 
CO-opted. 

Questiol; 2 1 

A quorum of CSFE third from the elected membership should be the required minimum for meetings to 
be held. 

Question 22 -- P,gre!e 



Question 29 -- Scta ar iswr to Q 2 4  

Questian 30 - %e answer to Q. 24 

49 


