
, ? I I  NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

To: CORPORATE SERVICES COMMITTEE 

From: HEAD OF LEGAL SERVICES 

Subject: TAXI LICENSING - TAXI FARES REVIEWS 2008 

Date: 6 October 2008 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

Ref: JMlGBM 

1.1, The purpose of this Report is to advise the Committee of the outcome of the 
consultation on taxi fares review and to present the matter for decision. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1. 

2.2. 

2.3. 

2.4. 

Section 17 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 obliges the Council to review 
from time to time the scales for the fares and other charges in respect of the hire of 
taxis. On 18 April 2008 the Committee authorised the Head of Legal Services to 
commence a full consultation on the issue of taxi fares and thereafter to advertise any 
proposed amendments. 

On 19 May 2008 a meeting was held by all Taxi Owners Association representatives 
operating within the North Lanarkshire Council area, namely North, Central and 
South areas. It was proposed at the meeting to look into the current taxi fare tariffs 
and the feasibility of the division of Central and South licensing taxi areas solely for 
the purpose of introducing a separate taxi fare tariff for each area. (The Committee 
will be aware that previously Central and South areas implemented the same fare 
tariffs). 

The Council are in receipt of a letter dated 26 May 2008 from Mr J Bennett, 
Secretary, North Lanarkshire (South) Taxi Owners Association concerning taxi meter 
tariffs. The pertinent points raised were that a meter tariff suitable in one particular 
area of the district would not be appropriate in another area because user needs and 
requirements are different depending on the demographics and the geography of the 
area. Mr Bennett also provided an example in his letter whereby he points out that 
patrons who reside in the north area will be more distant from the main amenities in 
Cumbernauld than people resident in the south area who are only a short distance 
away from the amenities available in Mothemell and Wishaw. Taking these issues 
into account it was agreed by all members of the Association that the separation of 
taxi fare tariffs would best suit the requirements for the users of their respective area. 
It was also felt by the Association that the separate tariff fares would have the 
following advantages in that (a) the tariff fare structure would be simple to implement 
and would not lead to confusion amongst users as an operator from one area to 
another is not allowed to ply for trade in any of the other areas and that; (b) the tariff 
fare structure would be more practical and cost efficient for both operators and 
customers alike. 

In the north area the proposal is that for a distance not exceeding 1,320 yards a 
charge of f2 be levied. In central the proposal is that for a distance not exceeding 
880 yards a charge of f 1.50 be levied and for each 1 1  7 yards (or part thereof) a 
charge of 0.10 be levied. In the south for a distance not exceeding 880 yards a 
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charge of f 1.80 be levied and for each additional 110 yards (or part thereof) a charge 
of 0.10 be levied. 

There is no amendment to extra charges in each of the Taxi Associations. These 
remain the same as the previous tariffs which came into effect on 1 December 2006. 

2.5. 

2.6. In accordance with statutory procedure the new tariff fares for each area were 
advertised. The advertisement received no objections or representations. 

3. ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION 

3.1. The Committee requires to consider taking into account the aforesaid reasons the 
proposal to allow each Taxi Association to propose their own taxi fares. 

3.2. The Committee also requires to consider the new proposed taxi fare tariffs. 

4. CORPORATE CONSIDERATION 

4.1. The issue raised in this report does not significantly input in the Council’s wider 
policies or position. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1. On balance the Committee is asked to agree to amend the taxi fare scales as 
detailed at Appendix A with effect from 5 December 2008. 
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Appendix A 

CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982 

TAXI FARES 

Notice is hereby given that during consultation with taxi trade Representatives it was proposed that 

North Lanarkshire Council in exercise of its powers in terms of Section 17 of the Civic Government 

(Scotland) Act 1982 makes the following amendments to the Taxi Fares Structure:- 

North Licensing Area (i.e. the former Cumbernauld and Kilsyth District Council area, together with 

that part of the former Strathkelvin District Council area that now forms part of North Lanarkshire):- 

Exist i nu Fa re/C ha rae 

For a distance not exceeding 880 yards 

Proposed Fare/Charue 

For a distance not exceeding 1,320 yards 

Central Licensing Area (Former Monklands District Council area):- 

Existinu Fa re/C ha rue 

For a distance not exceeding 880 yards 

Each additional 117 yards (or part thereof) 

Proposed FareKharae 

For a distance not exceeding 1,320 yards 

Each additional 110 yards or part thereof 

f 1.50 

f2.00 

f 1.50 
fO.10 

f 2.00 
fO.10 
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South Licensing Areas (Former Motherwell District Council area):- 

Existing FareEharqe 

For a distance not exceeding 880 yards 

Each additional 11 7 yards (or part thereof) 

Proposed Fare/Charcle 

For a distance not exceeding 880 yards 

Each additional 110 yards (or part thereof) 

f 1.50 

fO.10 

f I .80 

fO.10 

Extra Charqes 

There is no amendment to extra charges. Extra charges remain the same as the previous fare tariff 

which came into effect on 1 December 2006. 

Any person who wishes to lodge representations with regard to the above proposals may do so, in 

writing, addressed to the Head of Legal Services, North Lanarkshire Council, Civic Centre, 

Windmillhill Street, Motherwell, MLI ?AB, to arrive no later than one month from the date of 

publication of this notice. 
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