
12 NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

COMMITTEE 

REPORT 

-1 Subject: DESIGNATED TAXI RANKS- AIRDRIETOWN 
CENTRE - AlRDRlE RAILWAY STATION 

Date: 20 OCTOBER 2008 Ref: JMIGBMIAT 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1. The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of deliberations in relation to 
taxi ranks and to seek authority for further action. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1. Section 19 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, makes provision that a 
licensing authority may after consultation with persons or organisations appearing to 
them to be, or be representatives of the operators of taxis operating in the area, 
appoint stances for taxis for the whole or any part of a day in any road within their 
area, or on any land owned by the authority, or, with the consent of the owner, on any 
land owned by him. 

2.2. At a meeting of the Corporate Services Committee held on 15 May 2008, a report 
dated 29 April 2008, was submitted by the Head of Central Services, advising that the 
Council had received four hundred letters of complaint regarding the provision of taxi 
ranks in Airdrie and in particular within Airdrie town centre and at Airdrie railway 
station. 

2.3. It was decided that the letters be deemed to constitute a petition and that the matter 
be remitted to the Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub-Committee. Since the date of 
the above meeting, approximately two thousand further letters have now been 
received by the Council and are held on file. The matter was reported to the 
Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub-Committee on 19 June 2008. The Committee 
agreed that the letters of complaint should be addressed by way of petition and that 
the Head of Legal Services consult with the Head of Transportation on the matter and 
report their findings back to the Committee for further consideration. 

2.4. The complainant letters are a concerted effort initiated both by Airdrie Taxi 
Association representatives, taxi drivers and also members of the public complaining 
that there is no designated taxi rank for licensed taxis, within the locality of Airdrie 
town centre and at Airdrie railway station. The complaint is of a long standing nature 
in particular with regards to Airdrie town centre. 

2.5. The sites that have been put forward in the past by the Taxi Association 
representatives have been rejected by the Council’s Road & Transportation and in 
some instances objections have been received by both local traders and the Scottish 
Passenger Transport which effectively resulted in stalemate across the board with 
neither the Council, Taxi Association or local traders reaching agreement as to a 
proposed location. 

2.6. In accordance with the Directive from the Corporate Services (Licensing) Sub- 
Committee decision on 19 June 2008, arrangements were made for a site visit to be 
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2.7 

carried out within Airdrie town centre and at Airdrie railway station. Site visits have 
now been undertaken by representatives from the Council’s Road & Transportation, 
Airdrie Community Regeneration and Licensing Departments. 

Having given the matter full consideration with regard to public safety, road user and 
trader needs, the Council’s Roads & Transportation Department have indicated and 
recommended that a section of Stirling Street, within Airdrie town centre be proposed 
as the official designated taxi rank. The precise location being from a distance of 
38 metres east of the eastern extended kerb line of Wellwynd, Airdrie eastwards for a 
distance of 36 metres, along the south kerb line of Stirling Street, Airdrie, or 
alternatively 19/21 - 35/37 Stirling Street, Airdrie, directly outside the barber shop. 
The taxi rank would start directly behind the bus stop markings. At present there is 
sufficient space to accommodate six taxis but if required the taxi rank could be 
extended by another 213 spaces in the future along its length. This would still leave 
sufficient space at the opposite end of the bus stop to accommodate a further 
fourteen vehicles for the benefit of local traders, members of the public and other 
services. A map of the location is appended hereto. 

2.8. With regard to any proposed designated taxi rank at Airdrie railway station, the site 
inspection revealed that there is no suitable road or land area at, or within the vicinity 
of the station, apart from the station car park itself, which is owned and operated by 
First ScotRail. It was agreed with the Roads & Transportation and the Community 
Regeneration Manager for Airdrie that the Council’s Licensing Department would 
write to First ScotRail in the first instance to ascertain if they would consider utilisation 
of a section of their car park area to allow a designated taxi rank with sufficient space 
to accommodate six taxis. Communications between the Council’s Licensing 
Department and ScotRail are still in their infancy and a final decision as to the 
outcome on the Council’s proposal has still to be determined. 

3. ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION 

3.1. The Committee requires to consider taking into account the aforesaid reasons the 
proposal to proceed with a designated taxi rank at the location specified in this report 
within Stirling Street, Airdrie. 

3.2. The Committee requires to take into account the reply from ScotRail (when this 
becomes available) concerning the Council’s request to utilise a section of their car 
park area for the purpose of a designated licensed taxi rank. 

4. CORPORATE CONSIDERATION 

4.1. The issues raised in this report do not significantly input on the Council’s wider 
policies or position. 

5. RECOMMENDATION 

5.1. On balance the Committee is asked to recommend the siting of a designated taxi 
rank in Stirling Street within Airdrie town centre. 

5.2. That the Committee recommend that the Council’s Licensing Department report back 
their findings from ScotRail to the Committee in respect of the Council’s request to 
site a designated taxi rank within the car park area of Airdrie railway station. 
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