
AGENDA lTEM No. a 
WISHAW AND NEWMAINS COMMUNITY FORUM 

Minute of meeting held on Thursday 8 October 1998 in St. Aidan’s High School, Wishaw. 

Present: Rev I Murdoch; J. Sommerville; N. Fry; F. Cain; J. Rankin, J. Watson; J. Napier; R. 
Wilson; J. Hill; I. Ferris; S. Love; A. Kinnaid; Mrs Gibson; D. McKendrick; J. McGlone; 
A. Myles; J. Lawrie; A. Kirson; G. Kenmure; P. Parvin; S. Boal; M. Rooney; T. Lemon; 
and A. Hall. 

In Attendance: G. Whitefield; B. Philliben; E. McHugh; and P. Poole 

Apologies: Mr A Allan; Mr Kennedy; Mr M. Sloan; Ms C Foley; Ms I Love; Mr Smith, and Mr D. 
Gray 

1. Introduction and Welcome 

In the absence of Duncan Gray, Ian Murdoch opened, welcoming everyone to the second meeting of Wishaw 
and Newmains Community Forum. Mr Murdoch informed the meeting of Mr Gray’s family bereavement and it 
was agreed that condolescences and sympathy be expressed to Mr Gray and hs family. 

In reflecting on the purpose of the Community Forum, Mr Murdoch stressed the need for openmindedness. The 
Forum members represented a wide range of community groups and interests, and that there was much to be 
gained by listening and sharing views. 

2. Approval of Agenda 

In approving the agenda for this meeting it was agreed that under Item 9 AOCB, there would be discussion on 
Gowkthrapple and the issues surrounding the relocation of shopping facilities. 

3. Minute of Previous Meeting 

The minute of the previous Wishaw and Newmains Community Forum meeting held on Thursday 27 August 
1998 were approved. 

Proposed by Mr J McGlone; Seconded by Mr S Love. 

4. Anti-Social Behaviour - Presentation by Area Housing Manager 

Mr Gavin Whitefield, Director of Housing, introduced Mrs Elaine McHugh, Area Housing Manager for the 
Wishaw and Newmains area, and outlined the framework of the presentation. Mrs McHugh went on to inform 
the meeting of North Lanarkshue Council’s policy framework for dealing with anti-social behaviour, the 
legislative framework and the operational issues for Wishaw and Newmains. Copies of the presentation were 
circulated to the meeting. 

Mr Murdoch thanked Mrs McHugh for the presentation and in doing so opened the meeting up for discussion. 
The following points were raised: 

0 concern was raised at the apparently high number of anti-behaviour cases within the Wishaw and Newmains 
area. In response it was noted that out of 9,000 houses there were 24 cases in Wishaw, and by comparison 
5,000 house and 22 cases in Airdrie. It was stressed that figure alone can be misleading and in many cases 
they go no fUrther than the frst reporting stage and are subsequently resolved. 
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0 concern was expressed about the effectiveness of the policies and if in fact they make a difference. In 
response it was stressed that dealing with anti-social behaviour is a high priority for staff and that there are 
set timescales for each stage of any complaint. 

0 clarification was requested on the definition of nuisance and annoyances with examples cited. In response 
the need for proof was reiterated. 

0 under the Crime and Disorder Act 1998, clarification was sought on the length of time offenders convictions 
would be a matter of consideration in relation to housing allocation. In response it was agreed that further 
information was required. 

In concluding this agenda item, Mr Whitefield informed the meeting that as a housing authority, the Council 
welcomed the new powers available through the Crime and Disorder Act, and stressed that all work had to be 
carried out within the Legislation. 

5. Area Committee Update 

The minute of the Wishaw and Newmains Area Committee meeting of 9 September 1998 was circulated. 
Councillor Gibson in presenting the update drew attention to Item 7 of the minute, indicating that the Area 
Committee had decided that the Chair and Vice-Chair of Community Forum be invited to be present at all 
future meetings of the Area Committee. He went on to state that the Area Committee was still at an early stage 
of development. 

Mr Murdoch informed the meeting that he and Mr Gray had attended the meeting and expressed the view that 
democracy and openness works slowly and hoped that in the future the Area Committee would consider the 
wider aspects of life in Wishaw and Newmains. He went on to express his disappointment at not having a right 
to be heard at the last meeting but recognised that a procedure had to be carried out prior to this being allowed. 

6. Community Forum Development and Future Agenda Items 

Mr Murdoch reminded the meeting that it has been agreed by the Forum, that the agenda item of the next 
meeting of the Forum be Employment and Economic Development. Mr A Mearns requested that there be a 
f i rher  opportunity to discuss anti-social behaviour and in particular create, an opportunity for members of the 
Community Forum to give their views. 

Mr Murdoch highlighted the ongoing consultation arrangement for the Local Plan. It was agreed that an 
additional meeting be held on 29 October 1998 for this purpose. Mr Whitefield to liaise with Director of 
Planning and Development to make arrangements for a presentation. 

7. Any Other Competent Business 

Gowkthrapple - Shopping Facilities 

Mr Love introduced this item highlighting the concern of Gowkthrapple residents over the proposed 
relocation of the local shop within the housing estate. He outIined the concerns as: 

1. potential loss of jobs; 
2. 
3. 
4. 

potential loss of shopping facility; 
potential accident risk at proposed new location; and 
given the investment in the area that the difficulties associated with the shop location cannot be 
resolved using CCTV and Police intervention. 

Mr Love requested that the Community forum ask the Area Committee to consider the matter. In response Mr 
Murdoch agreed that in conjunction with the Chairperson and Mr Love that they investigate the matter to report 
back to the community forum for further consideration. 

023\WIS\sMN013 
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8. Closing Remarks 

In closing the meeting Mr Murdoch reminded those present that an additional meeting would be held on 
Thursday 29 October 1998 and that the scheduled meeting would follow on Thursday 26 November 1998, 
meeting to commence 7.30 with refreshments available from 7.15pm. 
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Note of meeting on 26 November 1998 held in SI Aidan’s High School, Wishaw. 

Present: hlr F Cain; Mr D Gray; Mr G Clark; Rev J Allardyce; Mr P Mearns; Rev I 
Murdoch; Mr G Harvie; Mrs J Hill; hlrs I Ferris; Ms A Kinnaird; Mr J Napier; 
Ms E Clifford: Mr .4 Myles; Rev C Kirk\vood; Ms D O’Neill; Mr R Wilson; 
Councillor McGhee: and Councillor McKendrick. 

Attending: hlr G Whitefield, Housing Department 31s E McHugh; Mr D Millar, Planning 
Department; and Mr E Daly. 

Apologies: Mrs G Kenmure; Mrs G Panin; 3lr J McGlone; Mr J Lanrie; Mr A Allan; and 
Mr S Love 

1. Introduction and \\’clcome 

Chairperson, Duncan Gray, opened the meeting and Lvelcomed all present 

2.  Approval of Agenda 

The .4gcnda for 26 Sovembcr 199s u’as approved. 

3. .Approval of JIinutes 29110198 

Further discussion took place on die folloiving points 

Go\vkthnpDle Shominc Facilities 
Reverend Ilurdoch requested an update on this item The Liaison Director advised that further discussion 
had takcn place and the petition tvould be an agenda item for the nest Housing Committee to be held on 2 
Dcccmbcr 199s. u,ith a further report back to the Forum in January 1999. 

nus Route Onc-\vav Tnffic Svstcm 
Concern \\‘as niscd that this had been discussed at the last meeting, but this item \vas not minuted. The 
Fonim \vas 3di.iscd that in  altrring bus routes, a bus company had no requirenient to consult thc Council, 
hou.cvcr. the Chair of Planning & Development had met Ivith the leading bus operators to espress concern 
31 the safety of certain bus routes. 

Forum raisrd concern over stability of certain roads given the increase in tnffic. 

After a discussion, the folloiving \vas agreed. 

The Chair of the Community Forum will write to the Planning 6: Development Committee raising the 
concerns of the Comniunity Forum on this matter. 

The minute was agreed. 

4. Further Discussion of Southern Area Plan 

David 3lilIar. Planning Manager, advised the meeting that the Southern Area Plan would set out the long term 
development proposals and policies for the Area, and on completion of the consultation process, the comments 
\vi11 be reponed back to the Planning and Development Committee. 

The meeting \vas then opened for further comments on the Plan. 

3.1 Councillor McKendrick moved that the Forum accepts 3 proposals forwarded to each group from the 
Newmains area. 

a) 
b) 
c) 

Sewmains bing area should be reallocated as an opportunity for commercial retail and residential use. 
Site at Morningside Road West should be extended to allow the construction of 200 housing units. 
Site at Morningside Road East reallocated from industrial 10 housing use. 
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This motion was AGREED. 

4.2 With reference to the previous minutes: 

Item 1 
The proposed development of the Ravenscraig site could have detrimental effect on the business 
community of Wishaw, and that the Area Plan did not address this. 

This motion was CARFLIED 

Item 2 
Traffic management in Wishaw required to be addressed to enable future developments of town centre 

This motion was CARRIED 

Item 3 
Developments on the past have focused on food stores and that the town would benefit from a wider range 
of new developments and small business development 

Further discussion took place regarding the number of empty shops owned by Scotmid resulting in the 
following motion:- 

The Chair of Community Forum will write to Scotmid requesting that the rental of the shops is 
reduced. 

Item 4 
Attention needed to be paid to the proposed development in Newmains and that the support of the 
Community Forum was requested 

Already noted above. 

Item 5 
Concern was expressed at the potential impact of the Ravenscraig development on school rolls, noting that 
two primary school developments were proposed in the plan 

This motion was CARRIED 

Item 6 
The impact of recent business developments with employment opportunities for the people of Wishaw was 
limited due to location and expectations that work should be available within close proximity to homes was 
no longer realistic 

This motion was CARRIED 

Item 7 
Public transport infra-structures need to take cognisance of proposed developments. 

This motion was CARRIED 

It was agreed that the Chair of Community Forum would write to Planning and Development with 
the Forum’s comments on items 1-7. 

4.3 Rev I Murdoch requested that 2 further items were added for consideration: 
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RecvclinP Facilities: Liaison Director advised that an Area Profile would be available for January 1999 
and this would allow the opportunity to comment on service gaps within NLC. 

Agreed - Chair of Community Forum will also write to Director of Environmental Services regarding 
the lack of this facility. 

Off Licences/Communitv Estates: After discussion it was agreed by the Forum that 3 strands were required 
to tackle this problem: 

a) No new licences in new developments; 
b) No new licences in existing shops; and, 
c) No licences granted for petrol stations. 

Councillor McKendrick advised that legislation covering these issues was very difficult to implement, 
therefore, it may be appropriate to write to the Secretary of State on this matter. 

The following was then agreed:- 

The Chair of the Community Forum will write to the Secretary of State asking that legislation is 
considered to assist Local Authorities to overcome the problem of drinking within Community 
estates. This motion will also be circulated to other Area Forums for their support. 

The Chair of the Community Forum will write to the clerk of the Licensing Board objecting to any 
new applications advertised within community estates. 

The Liaison Director will invite a member of staff from Legal Services to a future meeting of the 
Forum to advise on the legislation available to overcome this problem. 

5. Proposed Agenda Items for Meeting of 21 January 1999 

It was agreed that 3 items would be placed on the agenda: 

a) Area Profiles 
Focus document to allow Area Committee and Area Forum to consider service information and gaps in 
service. This document will be circulated in advance of the meeting. 

b) Economic Development & Employment Issues 
c) Update - Licensing Board 

5. AOCB 

a) A copy of the Leisure Plan was requested at the last meeting, this item to be progressed. 

b) Womans Aid Refuge 
Concern raised by a resident: The Liaison Director advised the meeting of the confidentiality of this 
issue. It was agreed that a further meeting with residents is organised by the Housing Department. 

6. Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held at 7.15pm on Thursday 21 January 1999, in St Aidan’s High School, Wishaw. 
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