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Purpose of Report I Introduction

Subject: MAJOR ADAPTATION − EXTENSION

The purpose of the report is to seek approval for the building of an extension at a tenancy in
the Cumbernauld area to provide standard amenities in the form of bedroom, toilet and
bathing facilities to meet the needs of a disabled tenant.

Background

2.1 The joint tenant of the house suffers from Multiple Sclerosis and Dementia. His
wife has power of attorney for him. The progressive deterioration in his condition
means he can no longer access the upstairs of his home and it is no longer safe
to use adaptations already installed in the form of a stair lift, small toilet and
shower room created on the ground floor, as he requires constant assistance.

2.2 The option of building an extension onto a council house is only considered in
exceptional circumstances where all other options have been exhausted.
Following consideration of all alternative options it has been agreed that an
extension, comprising of a bedroom, toilet and bathing facilities is required to
meet the needs of the tenant.

Proposals I Considerations

3.1 Whilst the service has considered a range of options, including suitable re−housing,
this would prove problematic due to the complex needs of the tenant and also due to
the limited turnover of suitable housing in the area.

3.2 After reviewing information from Social Work and the Locality Planning Group, it
has been agreed that the tenant's needs and the Council' responsibilities to him
would be best met by the provision of an extension to provide a bathroom and
bedroom.

3.3 The Housing Property team have surveyed the property and garden area to
confirm that a suitable extension to address the current and future physical needs
can be constructed albeit it is noted that site access is limited. The cost of works,
which includes a bedroom and bathroom on the ground level is currently
estimated at £75,000 exclusive of VAT.

3.4 Should the property become vacant in the future the property will be let to a
client(s) whose housing / medical needs match the adapted property.

4. Financial I Personnel I Legal I Policy! Equalities Implications

4.1 The funding for the adaptation, at an estimated £75.000 plus vat will be provided
from the capital programme budget for 2015/2016.
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4.2 The provision of the extension meets the Council responsibilities in terms of disability
and equality to assist the family in providing a safe domestic environment.

5. Recommendations

It is recommended that Committee approve the proposal to tender the building of an
extension to the property to meet the complex needs of the disabled tenant.
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