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Purpose of Report

2.

Subject OUTCOME FROM A TENDERING EXERCISE
FOR THE PROVISION OF AIDS FOR DAILY
LIVING

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of the outcome of the tendering procedure for
the above.

Background

2.1 The purchase of aids for daily living was previously undertaken via the Authorities Buying
Consortium (ABC) which was disbanded in 2006. Despite negotiations across councils
there was limited appetite among across local authorities to purchase collectively
utilising Scotland Excel. As a result North Lanarkshire purchased from various suppliers.

2.2 The Integrated Equipment and Adaptations Service (IEAS) formed from an
amalgamation of three service streams in June 2010, the Joint Equipment Service,
Private Sector Housing Grant provision and Public Sector Housing Adaptation
provision.

2.3 The IEAS is jointly funded and managed by the Council and NHS Lanarkshire (NHSL).
The service covers the North Lanarkshire area for this Council for all equipment and
adaptation requests and the whole of Lanarkshire for NHSL equipment requests. The
IEAS provides a wide range of aids for daily living, specialist equipment and housing
adaptations that support people to live independently in their own homes.

2.4 In January 2013 Committee approval was given to proceed with a restricted competitive
tender process to establish a framework agreement with providers of aids for daily
living. The annual framework value is £650,000. The proposed duration of the
framework agreement is four years. Given the diversity and specialist nature of the
range of equipment being sought the framework agreement was split into 9
categorised lots:

Lot 1 Access and Bed Aids
Lot 2 Bathing and Showering
Lot 3 Commodes and Toileting
Lot 4 Dressing, Eating and Drinking
Lot 5 Household and Kitchen
Lot 6 Hearing Impairment
Lot 7 Rails
Lot 8 Visual Impairments
Lot 9 Seating



3. Tender Process

3.1 The tender was carried out in line with EU procurement regulations and advertised
through the Public Contracts Scotland portal.

3.2 The quality cost ratio applied to this tender was 60% quality and 40% price. 20% of the
quality scoring was based on demonstration/ presentation of a range of aids. The
panel judging these products, at the presentation stage, was made up of service
users, carers, personnel from IEAS and prescribing practitioners.

4. Tender Outcome and Approval

4.1 Twenty companies submitted Pre Qualification Questionnaires (PQQs). There was a
wide variation in Lots applied, from Lot 1 to 9. Following assessment of the PQQs
18 applicants were invited to tender for selected Lots.

4.2 Following the selection process six providers were successful in obtaining a place on the
framework. A maximum of three companies were allocated to each Lot. The table below
gives a breakdown of the Lot allocation.

5. Financial/Legal Implications

5.1. The tender process was fully compliant with General Contract Standing Orders.

5.2. This supply of goods will be fully funded through existing budgets.

5.3. The tender process allowed a rationalisation of the procurement and ordering processes,
by limiting the supplier base, thus allowing spend consolidation.

6. Recommendation

Committee is asked to note that in accordance with the delegations given to the Executive
Director of Corporate Services and following consultation with the Convenor, the organisations,
as listed above, have secured places on the framework supply aids for daily living as per
assessment. (
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Bobby Miller
Head of Community Care

For further information on this report please contact Dennis O'Donnell, Manager, Planning & Quality
Assurance on telephone 01698 332084.

Providers recommended for selection onto the framework


