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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL

REPORT

Subject: Aims of the Access to Education
Fund

The purpose of this report is to advise on the outcome of submissions by North
Lanarkshire schools for funding from the Scottish Government's Access to Education
Fund. This Access to Education Fund, administered by Education Scotland, is a £1.5
million fund which aims to reduce the barriers to learning experienced by pupils from
disadvantaged backgrounds.

2. BACKGROUND

The Access to Education Fund aims to reduce these barriers by addressing one, or
more, of the following areas:

• Helping schools to address barriers to learning caused by difficulties in accessing
appropriate school resources, IT, or clothing;

• Enhancing a school's capacity to provide trips, outdoor learning or other activities
which will boost learning and are an integral part of the school curriculum;

• Enhancing a school's capacity to provide coaching and mentoring programmes for
disadvantaged students to support them to become fully engaged in school and
community life;

• Enhancing a school's capacity to deliver parental engagement programmes to
support parents to support their children; and

• Enhancing a school's capacity to develop or deliver innovative learning experiences
which will raise educational attainment, promote attendance and encourage positive
engagement.

3. North Lanarkshire Bids

3.1 Schools were informed about the fund and despite the very tight timescales involved,
many of our bids were successful. Part of this success was due to the quality of
submissions and the support offered to schools by the QIS.



3.2 £107,962 from the Access to Education fund has been awarded to 21 North Lanarkshire
Council schools. These are detailed below:

School Type of Project Award

Cardinal Newman HS SI Family Literacy project using ICT £6,148

Castlehill PS Educational Excursions £5,000

Cathedral PS Improving ICT skills through use of ipads £5,000

Coitness High School Training pupils in photography skills £5,000

Condorrat PS Development of Outdoor Learning area £5,000

Dalziel High Inclusion project for disaffected pupils £3,100

Dunrobin PS Literacy through ICT project £5,004

Fallside Secondary Provision of school uniform, PE kit and school £5,000
bag for all

Firpark Secondary Creative/Performing Arts project using ICT £4,764

Glengowan PS Provision of bicycles (32) to improve HWB £4,580

Keir Hardie Memorial PS Development of Outdoor Learning area £5,375

Mavisbank School Music and dance project —specialist groups £5,000

OLHS Cumbernauld Literacy project and development of nurture room £6,600

Pentland School Development of Outdoor Play facilities .f5,000

Redbum School Developing pupil communication through use of £6,040
ICT

St Bartholomew's PS Musical instruments and sound system project − £5,000

St Bernard's PS Accessing Education through ICT project − £5,000
emphasis on EAL pupils

St Michael's PS Development of a Nurture Classroom £6,420

St Monica's PS Engagement in Learning through ICT £4,921

Thornlie PS Outdoor adventure activities for P7 £5,000

Victoria PS Development of Outdoor Learning area £5,010

3.3 The awards made clearly meet the criteria set and will have an impact on reducing barriers
to learning. Many of the projects, particularly those around literacy have aspects of parental
involvement and emphasise English as an Additional Language (EAL). It is further noted
that over £86000 of the NLC award will be invested in resources including ICT and outdoor
equipment thus ensuring the sustainability of work being undertaken.



3.4 Colleagues within the QIS will monitor and evaluate the impact of the projects on reducing
barriers to learning and in closing the attainment gap and report to a future Learning &
Leisure Services Committee.

4. RECOMMENDATIONS

The Learning & Leisure Services Committee is recommended to:

i) note the success of schools in bidding for additional funding and

ii) to further note the range of the projects which will be undertaken to help reduce
barriers to learning and close the attainment gap.
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For further information please contact:

Isabelle Boyd, Head of Education Standards and Inclusion on 01236 812279


