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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise Airdrie Local Area Partnership of current “good news” 
stories related to the area. This is the first of a series of reports which will include issues 
relating to Council departments and Partner agencies. 

2. Background 

2.1 A list of the current “good news” stories is attached and includes contributions from: 

Community Services Department 
0 General Information 

Chief Executive’s Office 
0 NL Kids 

Housing and Environment Department 
0 Developments 
0 Community Wardens 

3. Recommendations 

3.1 That members note the content of this report. 

I\ 
Chief Executive 
22nd January 2007 
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Rochsoles Regeneration Transforms the Area 
The third and final phase of estate regeneration work in the Rochsoles area of 
Airdrie, at 15 and 16 Couther Quadrant has recently completed the on-going 
transformation of the area. 

The final phase of work, worth more than E l  70,000, completes a programme of 
work totalling more than f900,OOO over the last 4 years. Work commenced at 16 
- 18 School Quadrant, which was completed in December 2003 and was soon 
followed by improvements at 19 - 23 Rochsoles Drive and 2 - 4 Raebog 
Crescent during 2004 - 05. 

The Council also enabled the redevelopment of four sites in the area by Cairn 
Housing Association to build 23 new terraced and flatted properties for rent. As a 
condition of this development the Council agreed a Nomination Arrangement with 
Cairn Housing Association. This arrangement allows the Council to nominate 
prospective tenants to the housing association whenever vacancies arise for the 
first five years and for 50% of vacancies thereafter. 

Director of Housing & Property Services, Thomas McKenzie says, iiRochsoles 
has seen significant investment over the last few years and is now demonstrating 
the improved appearance that can be achieved by combining capital investment 
in the Council’s own housing stock, while working with our partners to develop 
new h o us i n g o pp o rt u n it i es . ” 

C rai g ne u k Regene ration P rog ram me Com plete 
The programme of regeneration of Council houses in Craigneuk, Airdrie has recently 
completed with a f413,OOO contract of works to improve roofing, rendering and fencing 
in the area. This brings the North Lanarkshire Council Housing & Property services 
housing investment within Craigneuk in recent years to almost f2m. 

The recent improvements have been to the same design as two previous phases of 
work, bringing the total number of houses improved to 157. Investment has also seen 
an improvement for community safety with traffic calming measures at Sycamore 
Crescent following the demolition of 20 properties. 

Director of Housing & Property Services, Thomas MacKenzie says,” Craigneuk is 
another example of how targeted investment at priority issues combined with the 
Chronological Capital Programme for housing investment is improving conditions for 
Council tenants. Craigneuk has benefited from significant planned improvements and 



the department is continuing to work with community representatives to support 
regeneration in the area.” 

“In addition to the improvements that the Council has introduced within the area, the 
Craigneuk Regeneration Group is continuing to work with the Council to improve 
services and facilities for the local community including activities involving health, 
ed u ca t i o n and h o u s i n g ” . 

“One of the issues that the group has been pursuing, in response to community 
consultation, is the development of a community park at the open space between Willow 
Drive and Bankhead Place. Discussions with Scottish Water about drainage concerns 
appear to have been resolved. It is very positive to see the council, its partners and the 
local community working so well together to deliver positive benefits for Craigneuk.” 

Deedes Street 
The Housing & Property Services Department has moved forward with the Back Court 
Environmental Improvement Programme. The first project in Airdrie has completed with 
Deedes Street Phase 1. This involved the flats at 2-1 2 Deedes Street and has seen 
improvement to the drying areas, provision of new bin stores and footpaths costing more 
that €140,000. The contractor for this job has now commenced work at 24 - 38 Hunter 
Street where similar works worth approximately f 148,000 have now started. 
Arrangements are being made to progress the second phase of work at 1-23 Deedes 
Street and 1-3 Southburn Road that should commence in the Spring / Summer of 2007. 

Community Wardens 
In a project designed to give greater knowledge of citizenship among primary age 
children, North Lanarkshire Councils Community Wardens have developed a Junior 
Community Wardens scheme that will be based in Victoria Primary. 

The children from primary 5 ,  6 and 7 will accompany the Community Wardens as they 
go about their daily tasks; this includes litter picking and reporting of estate management 
issues. The children will also get a behind the scenes look at the local Fire Station and 
Police office, as well as visits to the recycling centre and the council one stop shop. 
During these visits the children will learn about the work that the community wardens do 
and how they work alongside the other services. 

Community Services - Good News 

Summerlee 
Hundreds of people flocked to Summerlee Heritage Park to play their part in marking the 
temporary closure for refurbishment of the popular visitor attraction. 

Members of the public attending were joined by invited guests, including Provost, 
Councillor Pat Connelly; Councillor Jim Logue, Councillor Tom Nolan, Councillor Mary 
Clark; and local MSP, Elaine Smith. 



Children and parents alike were able to take a ride on the tram and entertainment was 
provided by Glenboig Pipe Band. 

Conservation and Greening Unit 
Youngsters at St Serfs Primary, Airdrie, enjoyed an exciting day out recently when they 
took part in an innovative project organised by the Conservation and Greening Unit. 

Working together with the Grounds Maintenance Section, the project aims to improve 
areas throughout the authority in an attempt to attract wildlife. The primary six pupils at 
the school planted 300 wildflowers to help create a new wildflower meadow in Northburn 
Place in Airdrie. 

In the summer of next year, the Oxeye Daisy, Red Campion and Meadow Cranesbill 
planted will not only bloom offering loads of colour for local people to enjoy, but will also 
provide food and shelter for bumblebees and butterflies. 

Libraries 
The Library and Information Service has recently benefited from a generous donation of 
lending and reference books from Mr Joseph 0’ Raw. 

Mr O’Raw’s book Lanarkshire Men Who Died at the Sornrne 1916 has been compiled 
following the award of a grant from the National Lottery ‘Awards For All’ scheme to 
Holytown Historical Society. 

The book is a follow up to the previous Lanarkshire Men at the Battle of Loos 1915, and 
forms a tribute to over 1000 men who gave their lives at the Somme. The book is 
available to borrow at all North Lanarkshire Libraries. 

Chief Executives Office 

NL Kidz 
The council has agreed that monies from the Building Strong Safe Attractive 
Communities will part fund ‘NL Kidz’, which is an experiential learning event for all 
Primary 7 pupils throughout North Lanarkshire. The event will take place during a six 
week period from 14th February 2007 to 23 March 2007 inclusive at Strathclyde Country 
Park, Motherwell. NL Kidz has been developed to promote personal safety, health and 
security to all of our primary 7 aged pupils throughout North Lanarkshire. At this age 
pupils are going through a major transition in their lives and will shortly become young 
adults at a secondary education establishment. 

As a supplementary to this learning, each pupil will receive a book designed to heighten 
pupil awareness to some of the challenges and dangers that can occur in everyday life. 
It should generate discussion on important issues between teachers and pupils within 
the classroom. 

Strathclyde Police are leading on the initiative and North Lanarkshire Education 
Department has embraced the concept and will provide support. Other partners include 



Strathclyde Fire and Rescue, British Transport Police, Trading Standards, NHS 
Lanarkshire, Know the Score (Drugs Education) and Scottish Power. 
Issues to be addressed will include vandalism, bullying, offensive weapons- knife crime, 
fire safety, home safety, crime prevention- personal safety, road safety, railway safety, 
drug misuse, alcohol misuse, water safety, counterfeit goods, health and fitness, 
dangers of building sites / electricity substations. 


