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1. Purpose of Report

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update Committee on the progress of Local Development
Strategy (LDS) submissions made to the Scottish Government in September 2014 with
the purpose of securing 2014−20 LEADER funding for rural areas within North Lanarkshire
as part of the 'Kelvin Valley & Falkirk (KVF)' and 'Lanarkshire' LEADER Programmes.

2. Background

2.1 LEADER is a European funding programme used primarily to support 'community led'
rural economic development projects. Through the 2014−20 Scottish Rural Development
Programme (SRDP), the Scottish Government aim to make available approximately
£64million in European funding to LEADER Programmes across Scotland with a further
£20million ring−fenced funding to be allocated to LEADER Areas specifically for farm
diversification and enterprise support.

2.2 LEADER funding is allocated to Local Action Groups (LAGs) which cover specified
geographic rural areas around Scotland. LAGs include representation from a broad range
of interest groups and individuals (including communities, businesses, third sector groups
and public bodies) and are tasked with developing and implementing Local Development
Strategies (LDS) to support the strategic investment of LEADER funding within approved
areas.

2.3 Through the 2007−13 LEADER Programme, North Lanarkshire Council (in partnership
with East Dunbartonshire) was awarded £750,000 LEADER funding which was used to
support the successful implementation of the 2007−13 Kelvin Valley LEADER Programme
(covering rural areas around Kilsyth, Croy and Kirkintiloch).

2.4 However, as previously reported to committee in February 2014, in developing the
2014−20 LEADER Programme, the Scottish Government has requested that rather than
supporting comparatively small LEADER Areas such as the Kelvin Valley, this programme
should be used to support larger LEADER Programmes which offer 'economies of scale'.

2.5 As such, through ongoing liaison with the Scottish Government and neighbouring local
authorities, it was agreed that the former Kevin Valley LEADER Area (including Ward 1
within North Lanarkshire and adjoining rural settlements within East Dunbartonshire)
should be expanded to include rural Falkirk (previously included as part of the Forth
Valley and Lomond LEADER Area) with a new KVF LAG formed to develop and
implement a LEADER LDS for this area.

2.6 This new LEADER Area thereby covers an increased population of over 95,000 residents
(as opposed to 25,000 covered by the former Kelvin Valley LEADER Area) and it has
been agreed that, with over 58% of these residents living within Falkirk, Falkirk Council
will be the lead partner ('Accountable Body') for the new KVF LAG with responsibility for
managing programme finance and staff.



2.7 In addition, through discussions with the Scottish Government it was identified that areas
of North Lanarkshire within the Central Scotland uplands (including settlements in and
around Shotts, Harthill, Eastfield, Allanton, Caldercruix, Longriggend, and Salsburgh) are
also be eligible to receive grant support under the new 2014−20 LEADER Programme.
However, with a population of just over 19,000 residents, this location by itself did not
constitute a viable LEADER LAG Area. As such, following negotiation with South
Lanarkshire Council (SLC), it was agreed that these areas would be added to the 2007−13
South Lanarkshire LEADER Area to create a new 'Lanarkshire' LEADER Programme
which, in total, would cover an area with a population in excess of 99,500. As part of this
process it was also agreed that, with 81% of the population of this LEADER area living
within South Lanarkshire, SLC would act as the Accountable Body for the Lanarkshire
LEADER LAG.

2.8 In total, 21 LEADER LAGs across Scotland (including the KVF and Lanarkshire LAGs)
have been given approval to develop and submit a LDS for identified LEADER areas
across Scotland and the Scottish Government have provided a provisional indication that,
subject to approval of their LDS submission, each LAG will, at a minimum, receive core
LEADER funding of £2million with a range of Scottish Government indicators used to
apportion how the remaining LEADER funding will be allocated across approved LEADER
areas.

3. Local Development Strategy Submissions

3.1 Throughout 2014 the KVF and Lanarkshire LAG partnerships have undertaken a range of
engagement and consultation works to support the development of their LEADER LDS
which focus on delivering activity across a range of strategic themes as follows:

Kelvin Valley & Falkirk LDS

Strategic Theme
Heritage, Tourism & Leisure

Community Services.& Facilities

Local Business & Employment

Objective
To promote the sustainable development of this
area's natural and cultural assets (including the
Antonine Wall and Forth & Clyde Canal) in order to
help achieve its economic potential as a visitor
destination
To ensure that communities living within the KVF
LEADER Area are well connected and have access
to opportunities created
To ensure economic benefit gained supports local
business development and that employability
support (particularly for long term unemployed and
young people as key target groups) is incorporated
as a key cross−cutting theme underpinning
LEADER activity

Lanarkshire LEADER LDS

Strategic Theme

Developing Communities

Objective

To increase capacity of local groups to develop and
support sustainable and accessible community
based activity

Growing Business To support the sustainable growth of rural business
(particularly across rural town centres and within
Lanarkshire's agricultural sector) and address
barriers to employment opportunity (particularly for
young people)



Heritage, Culture & Environment To support the development of rural Lanarkshire as
a key visitor destination for Central Scotland
making use of its cultural and natural assets (such
as New Lanark and the Clyde and Avon Valley) to
oromote local economic benefit

3.2 The KVF and Lanarkshire LEADER LDSs (and associated Business Plans used to
support the governance and financial management arrangements for LAGs and LEADER
Programmes) were submitted to the Scottish Government on September 30th 2014.
Following an appraisal of these submissions by the Scottish Government, the LAG lead
bodies have been informed that:

the KVF LDS submission has been approved subject to a range of conditions
being met and additional information provided (issues currently being taken
forward and addressed through the KVF LAG)

the Lanarkshire LDS has failed to meet required standards for approval and as
such needs to be revised and resubmitted (by 28th February 2015) incorporating a
range of recommendations advised by the Scottish Government (works currently
being prepared by the Rural Development Trust as SLC's contracting agency for
the development and management of the Lanarkshire LDS)

3.3 Subject to Scottish Government approval of the revised Lanarkshire LEADER LDS
submission and any outstanding conditions for the KVF LEADER submission being met, it
is anticipated that these new community development and funding programmes will be
launched mid 2015.

3.4 Details of funding allocations made to these programmes and operational procedures for
grant schemes, however, have still to be finalised and as such will be reported to
committee once confirmed/approved.

4. Financial Implications
4.1 The development and implementation of the 2014−20 KVF LEADER Programme may

have limited financial implications for NLC as the KVF LDS proposes that a small revenue
investment of circa. £1 5,000−20,000 is provided from each partner local authority to set up
a loan fund (managed through the KVF LAG) to cash−flow the delivery of community led
LEADER activity across this area (and in turn address a potential funding constraint of
this programme). It is anticipated that this contribution would be met through Planning &
Regenerations Services 2015/16 Revenue Leverage Fund and repaid on the completion
of this programme.

4.2 The development and implementation of the 2014−20 Lanarkshire LEADER Programme
has no additional or new financial implications for the Council.

5. Recommendations

5.1 It is recommended that Committee:

(i) note the outcome of the 2007−14 LEADER Local Development Strategy submissions
made for the 'Kelvin Valley & Falkirk' and 'Lanarkshire' LEADER Programmes and,
subject to Scottish Government approval, likely timescales for the launch of these
programmes.

Shirley Linton
Head of Planning & Regeneration
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