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From: HEAD OF HOUSING SERVICES

Date: 8 April 2015 1 Ref. EMcH/PH

1. Purpose of Report I Introduction

The purpose of this report is to update the Partnership regarding a proposed initiative to try
and reduce the number of empty properties above commercial premises within Airdrie town
centre, including the potential to convert some to residential use.

2. Background

2.1. The council currently has a shared service arrangement with South Lanarkshire
Council and the Scottish Empty Homes Partnership to employ an Empty Homes
Officer for an initial period of one year. The postholder works between North and
South Lanarkshire Councils and provides support and assistance to help owners
bring empty properties back into use.

2.2. The Private Sector Housing Team within Housing Services, also provide support and
assistance to owners to address serious disrepair in the private sector, including
working closely with Protective Services to take enforcement action if necessary to
tackle serious disrepair issues, e.g where there are common ownership issues and
some owners are refusing to participate in essential works.

2.3. The Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan contains the following action:
• assess the opportunity for bringing empty upper floors back into use as flats

focusing on South Bridge Street, Hallcraig Street and East High Street.

3. Proposals I Considerations

3.1. In order to progress this action it is proposed to establish an empty homes town
centre pilot project, to focus on empty properties within the town centre and work with
owners of these properties to help improve their condition and explore the potential to
bring some of them back into use as residential accommodation. Subject to available
funding some of the units could potentially be purchased by Clyde Valley Housing
Association and converted for affordable housing.

3.2. It is proposed that the Empty Homes Officer, in conjunction with the private sector
team, will co−ordinate the gathering of information regarding ownership; occupancy;
condition and title conditions within the town centre, with a particular focus on East
High St, Bank St and Hallcraig St. Once the initial information gathering exercise has
been completed, discussion with the owners can then progress regarding their
intentions and potential support that the council could offer. At this stage the
potential to purchase and convert properties for affordable housing will also be
identified.
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4.

5.

3.3. It should be noted that although the focus is on empty properties, as part of this
exercise the council will also be identifying any properties that are currently being
used as residential accommodation but are in serious disrepair and will take action as
appropriate to help address disrepair and improve living conditions.

Financial I Personnel / Legal / Policy I Equalities Implications

4.1. The pilot initiative to reduce the number of empty properties within the town centre,
and potentially convert some to affordable housing, is likely to be a long term project
given the ownership complexities within the town centre, and the restrictions on the
availability of public sector funding. The Housing Association Grant (HAG) funding
required to acquire and convert properties for affordable housing would need to be
included within the council's 2015 Strategic Housing Investment Plan, which
prioritises projects for the Scottish Government's Affordable Housing Supply
Programme.

Recommendations

5.1. It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership

(i)

Elaine McHugh
Head of Housing Services
30 March 2015

Note the contents of the report
Note that future progress will be reported as part of the Airdrie Town Centre
Action Plan Update report.

For further informatio about this report I contact Pamela Humphries, Development Manager on
telephone 01698 274174


