
Minute of Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on
Monday 19th January 2015 in the Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Stepps.

Present:

Public:
In Attendance:

Councillors Ken Maxwell (Chair), Rob Stuart (Vice−Chair), Marvyn Mackay
Stewart Donald and Grenfell Lang
4 persons
PC Jennifer Dunn and PC Stephen Bedborough, Police Scotland

Apologies: Councillors Edoardo Ceresa, Ewan and Carol Graham, Frances McAveety,
lain McGregor, ClIrs Frances McGlinchey and Brian Wallace, NLC; Elaine
Smith, Clair Adamson. Siobhan McMahon, Margaret McCulloch, Liz
McLean, John Wilson, MSP's; Tom Clarke, MP and Alyn Smith MEP

1.0 Opening Remarks /introductions
1.1

2.0
2.1
3.0

4.0
4.1

Ken Maxwell, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone for their
attendance.
Apologies
Marvyn Mackay advised that apologies had been received as noted above.
Minutes of previous meetings: 15.12.14
Minutes of meeting held on 15th December 2014 were approved, proposed by Stewart
Donald and seconded by Rob Stuart.
Community Policing
Ken Maxwell welcomed the representatives from Police Scotland and invited them to
give their report.

4.2 PC Jennifer Dunn introduced her colleague PC Stephen Bedborough who was new to
the area. She reported that there had been 13 crimes reports over the last four weeks,
three more than the last period. These included 2 Vehicle related crimes in Nicolson
Court − theft of a drill and number plates, an attempted theft of a red van in Millerston,
housebreaking in Cumbernauld Road, 2 drink diving incidents on Cumbernauld Road
and the M80.

4.3 PC Stephen Bedborough spoke about being alert to suspicious persons in the
neighbourhood and to always report these.

4.4 In answer to a question regarding an incident in Cumbernauld Road, Stepps on Boxing
Day where a local resident had apprehended a young person who had been throwing
stones at his house windows but had then found himself apprehended by the Police
and held in custody overnight, PC Bedborough said that this was possibly due to age of
the child and a complaint from his parent. Any apprehension of a child would be
regarded as abduction and could lead to a charge if a parent pursued a complaint.

4.5 ClIr Stewart Donald raised various issues in regard to parking at 73 and 117
Cumbernauld Road, Stepps and Muirhead. He said he had spoken to various officers
regarding these matters but still the problems which he regarded as dangerous and a
hazard to other road users persisted. The Police representatives repeated what they
had said last time, they were aware of these points and would take action when they
saw such inconsiderate and dangerous parking but different officers sometimes took a
different approach.

5.0
5.1

Matters Arising
Item 5.1: Sports Facility St Andrews Way: Irene McGeorge advised that she was still
waiting to hear further from Jennifer Lees who had been in touch to say she was



making progress on some of the issues and to arrange a meeting on Tuesday 27th
January to give an update to Irene and her neighbours on these issues.

5.2 Item 5.2: Footpaths around Stepps Primary School and Hockey Park Marvyn Mackay
said he had nothing to report as he had not heard from Restorative Justice Service.

5.3 Item 5.3: Flooding on roads and highways: There was no further update from John
Ashcroft, Roads Engineer, NLC but the timescale for undertaking the work passed to
Amey had not yet expired.

5.4 Item 5.4: Beautiful North Lanarkshire: Engagement with Beautiful North Lanarkshire on
hold meantime. Marvyn Mackay reported that the Local Area Partnership had not
included the bid from the Community Forum for environmental improvements in the
area. However, the LAP had approved £3k for the Community Noticeboard and £20k
for playpark equipment for Frankfield Playpark. Rob Stuart commented that he had not
received any information about the Community Noticeboard.

5.5 Item 5.7: Frankfield Loch Nature Reserve and Wildlife Park: Rob Stuart advised that
NLC had still not come to a decision on the planning application from Taylor Wimpey
on transfer of ownership to the Council

5.6 Item 5.8: Community Council Noticeboard Rob Stuart reiterated that he had still not
heard from Martin Dickson, Regeneration Manager but was pleased to hear of the
allocation of funding for the project. There was some discussion about what should go
on the Noticeboard and there was general consensus that a local guide map would be
helpful.

5.7 Item 5.9: Road markings on Lenzie Road, Whitehill Farm Road and Whitehill Avenue
following recent works had still not been re−instated. This required a follow−up as it was
now long overdue.

6.0 Treasurer's report
6.1 In the absence of the Treasurer, Marvyn Mackay reported that the current account

balance is £2,252.41.
7.0 Secretary's report
7.1 Marvyn Mackay reported on correspondence received since the last meeting.
7.2 Christmas Cards received from John Wilson, MSP
7.3 Letter from Margaret Mitchell, MSP enclosing 2015 calendar and Winter 2014/15

newsletter. Noted.
7.4 Letter from Planning Department, NLC advising that Taylor Wimpey had lodged an

appeal with Scottish Ministers regarding the Council's refusal of planning permission for
the amended Phase 213 housing development at Frankfield Loch. This would be dealt
with later on the Agenda under planning.

7.5 Letter from Voluntary Action North Lanarkshire regarding the process for appointment
of a voluntary sector representative to the Local Area Partnership for which
nominations were sought. Marvyn Mackay explained this role in a bit more detail but
there was no expression of interest or any other person considered for nomination.

7.6 Letter from Voluntary Action North Lanarkshire enclosing a customer satisfaction
survey for the Council to complete. As the Council received no direct service from
VANL it was agreed that it would be inappropriate to complete this survey.

8.0 Planning Matters
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8.1 Rob Stuart submitted a list of outstanding planning applications to 19th January 2015
noting that there had been no new planning applications since the last meeting. He
noted that one application, erection of timber fence at 12 Cardowan Drive had been
removed and the Crowwood Golf Driving Range was now pending.

8.2 In regard to the application for 113 Cumbernauld Road which had been approved at the
Planning Committee on 16th December, Rob said he had e−mailed the letter of
comment and objection which the Council had approved at the last meeting but he had
been advised that it had been too late to be considered. Since then, it was noted that
the applicant, Build and Design had gone in administration a few days later. However,
the planning consent for the three houses on the site would remain active and thus
considerably increase the value of the site when sold on and the houses could be built
to these plans by the new owner. He also noted that there was no report from the
Planning Officer on the website other than the recommendation to approve. In
discussion, the Council were concerned about the nature and circumstances of how
this application was handled and concluded so quickly without the Council's comments
being considered and given subsequent developments. Rob Stuart was asked to write
to Director of Planning to seek clarification of the speed with which it went to
Committee and to request greater transparency due to the absence of a Planning
Report and the Council being unaware that it was going to Committee.

8.3 Frankfield Loch Phase 213 Amended: Ken Maxwell spoke to the letter received
regarding the appeal by the developer as noted above. He had been in contact with the
Department of Environmental and Planning Appeals and understood that due to the
timing of the submission of the appeal and NLC Planning being closed over the
Christmas/New Year period, the DEPA were giving extra time up to 23d January for
any further submissions by objectors to be considered by the Reporter appointed to
determine the Appeal. Ken had drafted a letter from the Community Council which was
considered and approved for submission. Although all the original objections would be
considered, any objector could make further comment or just reiterate their original
objection so long as it was received by the Reporter by 231d January.

8.4 Local Development Plan: Rob Stuart said that there had been no further information on
the Local Development Plan.

8.5 75 Cumbernauld Road: Rob Stuart said the concerns and further evidence of activity at
this property in contravention of the planning consent were ongoing. NLC had advised
that they were taking enforcement action but what this would entail the Council would
not comment. Marvyn Mackay noted that a local resident in the area regularly reports to
NLC situations which appear to be in breach of the planning conditions and he copies
these to the Council. Agreed to wait to hear what action is being taken by the Council
and to receive ongoing updates from the local residents.

9.0 Report from Northern Corridor Community Forum
9.1 Marvyn Mackay reported that the Forum had met on Tuesday 16th December and in

addition to the environmental project bids noted above, the main item under discussion
were the preparations for the Family Health Event being planned for Saturday 21st
February from 11 .00am to 3.00pm in Chryston High School. Another issue was the lack
of adequate infrastructure for the safe delivery of community health services in the area
following the change of Health Board boundaries and a constructive meeting had taken
place between representatives of the Local Area Partnership and officers from NHS
Lanarkshire. The NHS staff had advised that securing suitable or building new
premises was a top priority and would come back to a further meeting with proposals
once the results of surveys and options had been identified.

10.0 Any other business
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10.1 Stewart Donald enquired about getting a grit bin located at the junction of Lenzie Road
and Mount Harriet Drive. Marvyn Mackay said these could be requested from NLC
online and he would pass details of the link to Stewart.

10.2 Stewart Donald asked about the re−instatement of double yellow lines for no parking on
Corn ne Road. Rob Stuart advised that previous enquiries with NLC had elicited the
information that the Traffic Order for parking restrictions on Comrie Road had lapsed
when the new Order was made for Cumbernauld Road, Stepps. NLC did not believe
there was a need to make a new order and the lines could not be re−instated without a
new Traffic Order.

10.3 Stewart Donald enquired about the progress of installing a safety barrier on Blenheim
Avenue at the park gates. Marvyn Mackay said that Cllr Wallace had been in contact
with the Roads Department as it had been stated that this was an entrance for Parks
Department maintenance vehicles and so a barrier could not be fitted. However, these
vehicles invariably use the War Memorial entrance and so would not have their access
restricted by a barrier on Blenheim Avenue. Follow−up with Cllr Brian Wallace.

10.4 Stewart Donald asked that the Secretary to write to Savills and ask why they will not
repair the fences on Mount Harriet Drive when any similar maintenance work is readily
undertaken by Galbraith's for the Whitehill Farm Road area. There is an added current
concern in that sheep put into the fields at this location are escaping and are a potential
hazard on neighbouring roads.

11.0 Date of next meeting
11.1 Monday 16th February 2015 at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way,

Stepps.
12.0 The meeting closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair.
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