
Minute of Meeting of Stepps & District Community Council held in public on
Monday 16th February 2015 in the Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way, Stepps.

Present:

Public:
In Attendance:

Councillors Ken Maxwell (Chair), Rob Stuart (Vice−Chair), Marvyn Mackay
lain MacGregor and Grenfell Lang
13 persons
PC Jennifer Dunn and PC Stephen Bedborough, Police Scotland

Apologies: Councillors Edoardo Ceresa, Stewart Donald, Ewan and Carol Graham,
Frances McAveety, ClIrs Frances McGlinchey and Brian Wallace, NLC;
Elaine Smith, Margaret Mitchell and John Wilson, MSP's; Tom Clarke, MP
and Alyn Smith MEP

1.0 Opening Remarks /introductions
1.1

2.0
2.1
3.0

4.0
4.1

Ken Maxwell, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone for their
attendance.
Apologies
Marvyn Mackay advised that apologies had been received as noted above.
Minutes of previous meetings: 19.01.15
Minutes of meeting held on 1 9 t January 2015 were approved, proposed by Grenfell
Lang and seconded by Rob Stuart.
Community Policing
Ken Maxwell welcomed the representatives from Police Scotland and invited them to
give their report.

4.2 PC Jennifer Dunn reported that there had been 10 crimes reports over the reporting
period and the majority were minor incidents. These included 4 drink driving incidents
on the M80, a minor drugs offence and an incident of vandalism but nothing serious at
all in the area over the last four weeks.

4.3 In response to a question, PC Stephen Bedborough said that half a dozen parking
tickets had been issued for parking on the double yellow lines along Cumbernauld
Road and the Police had spoken to a number of residents about the nuisance effect of
parking on this route. Police had also spoken to a number of businesses along
Cumbernauld Road.

4.4 PC Stephen Bedborough went on to say there had been a few reports about a high−end
vehicle driven by a young person in the area. On their way to the meeting he and his
colleague had stopped and checked out this vehicle and driver. Both were found to be
legitimate and complying with all the relevant legislation and no offence was being
committed.

4.5 In regard to parking concerns on Blenheim Avenue adjacent to Stepps Primary School,
PC Stephen Bedborough said that action was not appropriate or a priority given
distance from the school and the long drive of St Andrews Way from the school unlike
Glenmanor Primary which was on a main road and causing considerable concern such
this was being given high priority and action was being taken. Council accepted this
explanation but agreed to monitor the situation.

4.6
5.0
5.1

Ken Maxwell thanked the Police for their attendance, report and answering questions.
Matters Arising
Item 5.1: Sports Facility St Andrews Way: Irene McGeorge reported on the meeting
with Jennifer Lees on Tuesday 27th January which had resulted in a further meeting



being arranged with representatives of Coffley on 2 I February to look at the impact of
the floodlighting. Despite agreeing that the lighting was very bright and intrusive to
surrounding properties, the proposal to fit shades had been dropped as it was
considered that these could constitute a health and safety hazard if they were
dislodged by the wind. However, Scottish Government officers believe Environmental
Officers of the Council should be addressing the light pollution issue. The cost of
installing padding at £4k was considered prohibitive as there would be ongoing
maintenance required. The Local Regeneration Manager, Martin Dickson had been
asked to become involved and it was reported that Chief Inspector Bruce wanted the
police to keep the pitch on its radar and recommended residents always call 101 when
they are concerned about misuse of the pitch. It was also said that there should be
greater supervision by the janitorial staff from Coffley to reduce misuse out with normal
hours of operation. The soft netting which was installed has been trimmed back and
placed higher as it was considered a health and safety hazard for users. Planning have
not changed their position in regard to the measurement of the distance from the
residential properties being to the touch lines and not the perimeter fence and therefore
view the proximity to the houses as acceptable. Finally, no action is being taken on the
changing the status of the Cardowan pitch which was part of the planning conditions to
be a replacement for the open access 'Ashie' pitch which was lost when the school was
built. It was agreed that the Council should write to NLC to seek clarification of the
position in regard to non−compliance with this condition and request that the Cardowan
pitch become an open access pitch as originally stipulated.

5.2 Item 5.2: Footpaths around Stepps Primary School and Hockey Park Marvyn Mackay
said he had nothing to report as he had not heard from Restorative Justice Service.

5.3 Item 5.3: Flooding on roads and highways: Marvyn Mackey reported that some work
had been done in Alexandra Avenue, Victoria Road/Whitehill Avenue as drains had
been replaced but it would appear that this work has not been entirely effective. There
were other sites such as Whitehill AvenuelWhitehill Farm Road and Hornshill Farm
Road where no work had been undertaken and flooding remained a problem.

5.4 Item 5.4: Beautiful North Lanarkshire: Engagement with Beautiful North Lanarkshire on
hold meantime.

5.5 Item 5.7: Frankfield Loch Nature Reserve and Wildlife Park: Rob Stuart said that no
decision had been made by NLC on the planning application from Taylor Wimpey on
transfer of ownership to the Council.

5.6 Item 5.8: Community Council Noticeboard Rob Stuart said that he had not received any
correspondence regarding the allocation of funding for the Community Council
Noticeboard. However, he was making enquiries with a couple of contractors about the
specification and cost of installing the Noticeboard.

5.7 Item 5.9: Road markings on Lenzie Road, Whitehill Farm Road and Whitehill Avenue
These lines have still not been re−instated. Secretary to chase−up with NLC Roads
Department

5.8 Item 10.3: Safety Barrier at Park Entrance on Blenheim Avenue Information received
that this is still regarded as the main vehicle entrance to the Park and therefore a
barrier cannot be erected. Further representation to be made due to concerns about
children's safety when using this entrance going to and from Stepps Primary School.

5.9 Item 10.4: Fence on Whitehill Farm Road has been repaired by agents for Caledonian
Estates and Stewart Donald is meeting with the agents for Garnkirk Estates, Savills to
request that the fence along Mount Harriet Drive be similarly repaired.

6.0 Treasurer's report
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6.1 In the absence of the Treasurer, Marvyn Mackay reported the bank balance, taking
account of all cheques issued to date, is £2,162.82.
Council accounts for year to 31st March 2014 were approved by the auditors.

7.0 Secretary's report
7.1 Marvyn Mackay reported on correspondence received since the last meeting.
7.2 e−mail from VANL inviting the Council to send a representative to the North Voluntary

Sector Locality Network Event on Wednesday 1 1th March at 1 .00pm in Cumbernauld
New Town Hall. Marvyn Mackay said he would be attending this meeting.

7.3 e−mail from NLC giving information about the Council's Malawi Flood Appeal. Noted.
7.4 e−mail from Keegan and Pennykid Insurance Brokers providing a quotation of £98.43

premium for the Council's insurance for the next year. Accepted and agreed to take out
this insurance.

7.5 e−mail from NHS Lanarkshire giving information about Public Consultation events for
review of NHS Lanarkshire Out of Hours Service. Secretary explained that whilst these
proposals did not directly affect the area as this service was still provided by NHS
Greater Glasgow and Clyde, if this were to be transferred to NHS Lanarkshire in the
future, the outcome of this review would be the service for the area. As the proposal
was to reduce the service to bases in Airdrie and/or Hamilton he felt we should be
supporting Cumbernauld and Kilsyth areas in opposing such a change. He said he
would be attending the event and put forward the Council's views. Agreed.

7.6 Letter from NLC Planning advising that the Main Issues Report for the Local
Development Plan had been issued and was on the Council's website. There would be
a programme for public consultation details of which would be forthcoming in due
course. Passed to Rob Stuart for information and follow−up as required. (See below)

8.0 Planning Matters
8.1 Rob Stuart submitted a list of outstanding planning applications to 16th February 2015

noting that there had been no new planning applications since the last meeting. The
application for an extension at 57 Cardowan Drive had been approved.

8.2 Frankfield Loch Phase 2B Amended: The Reporter had visited the site on Thursday
127 February when 10 local residents, representatives of the Council, NLC and Taylor
Wimpey were in attendance. The Reporter explained his task and how he would go
about the visit in which he stated that as it was an appeal against refusal of planning
permission for the whole development he would have to take into account all issues
relating to the development and not just the new access road. On the whole he was
quite flexible and open in his manner in that he listened to what local residents and
representatives had to say although the representative from NLC Planning said very
little. The Reporter's decision would be known within about four weeks although he did
say that he might need a further visit.

8.4 Local Development Plan: Rob Stuart confirmed that the Main Issues Report had been
published although it was a bulky document and only available on the NLC website.
This Report gave the Planners' assessment of all the sites submitted by all parties,
mainly housing developers based on a number of criteria and graded on a traffic light
system as to outcome of the assessment of each relative to how well they met the
criteria or not. Rob circulated an example for Gateside Farm site and a summary sheet
of all the sites around Stepps of which there were seven main sites but some of these
were sub−divided. He had picked up some anomalies in that there were different
gradings for some of the sub−divisions compared to the gradings for the main site in
which they were included. He said he would seek clarification of these from the
Planners. He also thought the Council should seek to have meeting with the Planners.
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Marvyn Mackay drew attention to the fact that under the criteria of Social Capital the
Planners had taken St Ambrose as the denominational secondary school for the area
which should be St Maurice's or Our Lady's High in Cumbernauld, the District General
Hospital was given as Monklands when it should be Glasgow Royal Infirmary and the
shopping centre was Coatbridge when it should be Glasgow or Cumbernauld. Rob
Stuart was asked to include these in his comments for clarification to the Planning
Department

8.5 75 Cumbernauld Road: Rob Stuart reiterated that the concerns and further evidence of
activity at this property in contravention of the planning consent were ongoing −
17/12/14 people and cars coming and going at 9.00pm; 05/01/1575 cars at the location
around 5.00am and 02/02/15 cars coming and going at 7.30am . He was asked to
make enquiries with the Planning Department as to what enforcement action was being
taken.

9.0 Report from Northern Corridor Community Forum
9.1 Marvyn Mackay reported that arrangements for the Family Health Event on Saturday

21st February from 11.00am to 3.00pm in Chryston High School were well in hand. He
encouraged everyone to come along and to let others know of this free and worthwhile
event which would have activities and information relating to healthy lifestyles for all the
family.

10.0 Any other business
10.1 There was no other business raised.
11.0 Date of next meeting
11.1 Monday 16th March 2015 at 7.30pm in Stepps Cultural Centre, St Andrews Way,

Stepps.
12.0 The meeting closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair.
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