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Purpose of Report 

The report submits to the Committee a proposal to install a plumbed-in mains water 
supply in the seven and three storey blocks of the Civic Centre, Motherwell complex and 
to cease the supply of bottled water. 

Background 

As part of the current renovation works within the Civic Centre, Motherwell, there is the 
possibility of installing a mains water supply and water cooler provision which would 
provide drinking water and obviate the need to provide bottled water. 

To achieve this, a 15mm mains water supply is necessary. It has been established that 
such a supply already exists. 

Considerations 

The installation of a water cooler solution within the Civic Centre would effectively mean 
that there would be no future need to buy bottled water. This would involve savings in 
water provision costs. Additionally there would no longer be a requirement to devote 
space to the collection of either full or empty water bottles. 

Environmentally, the installation of a plumbed-in system would reduce energy 
consumption and associated carbon dioxide emissions. Additionally, transport 
requirement for the delivery and retrieval of bottles would no longer be required and this 
would provide a further carbon dioxide reduction. 

Additionally, benefits will accrue from maintenance. There would no longer be the need to 
maintain free-standing coolers and drinking fountains. 

Financial Considerations 

The costs associated with the supply of bottled water, cups and sanitation within the Civic 
Centre in the last financial year were in the region of f2,500. 

Two options exist for the installation of a plumbed-in cooler mains water supply - rental at 
a cost of f 1,400 per annum or purchase at a one-off cost of f6,000. Of the two, the latter 
is considered to be the more cost effective and it is confirmed that the costs of f6,000 can 
be met from the current capital allocation for the Civic Centre works. 
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5. Recommendation 

5.1 It is recommended that the Committee approve the purchase and installation of water 
cooler electrical and water connections to provide a plumbed-in mains drinking water 
supply to the Civic Centre, Motherwell and agree that, thereafter, the current provision of 
bottled water within the Civic Centre should cease. 

H e F o f  Central Services 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact John Fleming, Head 
of Central Services on Extension 2228. 
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