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1.0

2.0

INTRODUCTION

ubject: APPROVAL TO TENDER FOR THE
PROVISION OF AN ONLINE
SYSTEM TO ASSESS THE
LITERACY AND NUMERACY OF
PUPILS IN NORTH LANARKSHIRE'S
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOLS

The purpose of this report is to seek approval to tender for the provision of an online
system to assess the literacy and numeracy of pupils in primary and secondary schools
throughout North Lanarkshire.

BACKGROUND

Until academic year 2009/10, pupils from primary 1t second year in secondary schools
throughout Scotland were assessed as part of the 5−14 programme through the use of
national tests replaced latterly by national assessments. These assessments indicated
when a pupil was ready to move to the next 5−14 level. Data from these assessments was
used by schools not only to analyse pupil progress but also to inform school improvement
planning. The 5−14 data was also analysed to assess individual and overall school
performance.

When the Scottish 5−14 curriculum was replaced by the Curriculum for Excellence
programme, the national assessment programme ceased. At present the Scottish
Government has no plans for a national assessment programme to replace national
assessments.

3.0 CONSIDERATIONS

3.1 Proposal

North Lanarkshire Council Learning and Leisure Services is therefore seeking to purchase
an online system for the standardised assessment of pupils in order to inform North
Lanarkshire Council and stakeholders about pupil attainment at a number of year stages as
well as cumulatively over time. Assessment data requires to be soughtregarding:−individual

pupils; and
pupil year groups within and across schools.

The data should be such that it will inform decision making by teachers, school managers
and continuous improvement officers about the ways in which educational provision might
be tailored to maximise its effectiveness. The data must be capable of being used to
measure performance within a school and between schools and also to analyse future pupil
performance within the same school and future school(s).

The solution must be one which is already tried and tested in the marketplace. Learning
and Leisure Services is not looking to commission the development of such a solution. Any
solution that cannot be demonstrated as already being in use within a broad user base will
not be considered. The solution must be a single, unified/integrated online system provided
by one supplier.



It is anticipated that North LanarkshireiCouncil Learning and Leisure Services will enter into
a contract for this resource initially for a period of three years from the point of contract.

The standardised assessment systemmust be capable of being administered across 121
primary schools and 23 secondary schools. The current number of pupils in each of the
relevant year groups in scope is as follows (based on 2015/16figures):−•

P1 4048
• P3 4038
• P5 3811
• P7 3728
• S2 3731

Any proposed solution must therefore demonstrate how the system will effectively provide
an assessment system for c20,000 pupils.

3.2 Procurement Process

The proposed contract period will be for two years with an option to extend for a further
period not exceeding one year.

The estimated contract value is £240K over the full three year contract period. It is
proposed that the procurement process is discharged by following procurement journey
route 3 Gateway Process − Restricted Procedure as the figure is above the EU threshold.

An experienced team of educationalists including representatives from the continuous
improvement service, early years, schools as well as colleagues from e−government and
service development (supported by the corporate procurement team) will develop the
tender documentation.

The detailed contract strategy will be developed by the project team. It is proposed that the
contract award will based on the most economically advantageous tender to the council.
Tenders will be evaluated using a cost/quality ratio of 40% price and 60% quality.

4.0 CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS

4.1 Financial Implications

The funding for the implementation of the online assessment system will be met from the
Learning and Leisure Services budget allocations to support the implementation of
Curriculum for Excellence.

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

The Learning and Leisure Services Committee is recommended to approve the
procurement of an online system to assess the literacy and numeracy of pupils in North
Lanarkshire's primary and secondary schools using the procurement methodology outlined
in section 3.1 of this report.
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