
8 AGENDA lTEM No ,..-........... 

To: CORPORATE SERVICES COMMITTEE 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: LICENSING OF TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CARS 
- VEHICLE SPECIFICATION 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1 . I .  The purpose of this report is to propose a variation of specification for taxi and private 
hire cars in relation to minimum engine capacity. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1. At the meeting of this Committee held on 11 February 2010 members noted a report 
setting out the historical background to current policy in relation to specification of 
minimum engine capacity for saloon type taxi and private hire cars. 

2.2. The Committee noted that preliminary views had been sought from the Council’s 
Environmental Health Manager and Transport Manager on potential reduction of 
current minimum vehicle engine capacity. It is considered that there would be dual 
benefits in proceeding in this manner. There is a potential for the positive impact of 
achieving lower fuel consumption and vehicle CO2 omissions and thereby improving 
air quality particularly in urban communities. There is also potential for reduced 
vehicle purchase costs and running costs for operators. 

2.3. The Committee agreed that a review of specification of vehicle engine capacity be 
undertaken where views of existing operators of taxi and private hire cars be invited 
on a proposal to set a minimum engine capacity for taxi and private hire cars of 
16OOcc with a minimum of 80 bhp for petrol and diesel engined vehicles of the non- 
purpose built (i.e. saloon) type. 

3. REPORT 

3.1. 

3.2. 

3.3. 

Letters were sent to all operators of taxi and private hire cars within North 
Lanarkshire, a total of 1,834 persons, inviting comments on the proposal. Eight 
responses were received in writing. Six operators supported the proposal for a new 
minimum engine capacity of 1600cc with 80 bhp. Two operators disagreed. One 
operator suggested that both diesel and petrol engined vehicles should have a 
minimum capacity of 1800cc with no explanation of reasoning. One operator 
suggested a lack of performance ability in smaller engined vehicles carrying four 
heavy people. 

Having assessed the responses and taking into account the original considerations it 
is suggested that there are merits in proceeding to reduce the minimum engine 
capacity of saloon-type cars to 1600cc with a minimum of 80 bhp. If any individual 
operator feels that this engine capacity does not provide enough “pulling power” then 
it is of course open to that operator to choose to provide a car of a higher capacity. 

A number of operators of taxi cars in the south area, without responding to the 
specific question in relation to engine capacity, took the opportunity of the 
consultation to submit a pro-forma letter raising a concern about signage at a specific 



taxi rank within the Motherwell Town Centre area. This will be pursued by officers in 
consultation with Roads Division colleagues. Those operators also expressed 
concern about policy in relation to saloon-type taxi cars in the south area being 
required to be white colour. This aspect of vehicle specification originally emanated 
from trade representatives as an aid to distinguish taxi cars from private hire cars and 
will now be further discussed with trade representatives. 

4. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1. The matters under consideration in this report reflect the Council’s commitment to 
keep the regulation of taxi and private hire under periodic review. 

4.2. The matters raised also reflect commitment to environmental protection and 
specifically to improving air quality within our communities. 

5. RECOMMENDATION 

5.1. The Committee is asked to agree to set a minimum engine capacity for saloon-type 
taxi and private hire cars of 16OOcc with a minimum of 80 bhp, to come into operation 
with immediate effect. 
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