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Purpose of Report

1.1 This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the delivery of Motherwell
Town Centre Action Plan projects and Town Centre Activities initiatives.

2. Motherwell Town Centre Framework and Action Plan

2.1 Following funding approval from the Scottish Government to run a demonstration project
to determine how best to support the delivery of the Town Centre First Principle and how
to better link land use and community planning, Planning Aid Scotland (PAS) in
partnership with North Lanarkshire Partnership (NLP) held a community engagement
event which ran from 21 to 25 June in the town centre.

2.2 The engagement event took the form of a 'charrette' using group discussions and workshops
to generate an agreed design solution to an identified problem in a short timescale. The
Motherwell Charrette involved presentations, workshop discussions and drop in design
studio sessions held over five consecutive days giving residents, local businesses, the
Council and its community planning partners the opportunity to get together to: discuss the
issues and opportunities in Motherwell town centre; share ideas and importantly agree joint
solutions and actions.

2.3 The draft package of proposals worked up by PAS during the Charrette will provide a
revised action plan for Motherwell town centre for delivery by NLP. A presentation of the
agreed actions will be held at 6.30pm on Thursday 20 August in the GLO Centre, Muir
Street, Motherwell.

3. Project Updates

Environmental Improvement Works − Phase 4 West Hamilton Street
3.1 This project, delivered as part of a phased programme of works to enhance the quality and

appearance of the town centre's streets and public places, is now complete. The works
undertaken included resurfacing the footway in granite slabs, improving the bus stops and bus
bays and replacing two existing high masts with standard streetlights.

Environmental Improvement Works − Motherwell Cathedral I Coursinqton Road
3.2 This project has improved the approach and entrance to Motherwell Cathedral as part of the

wider programme of town centre streetscape works. The outstanding work to finish the
granite surface in the road to the front of the Cathedral is programmed to take place in
August.

4. Town Centre Activities Update

Business Activity and Footfall
4.1 In the period from January to March 2015 there was an increase in the number of vacant

units with three businesses closing, one in Windmillhill Street and two in Brandon Parade
South.



4.2 Footfall figures for the period January to March 2015, as recorded on the automated
counters located throughout the centre, indicate a marked decrease in activity compared to
the previous quarter. However, the level of footfall is comparable with that recorded for the
same period last year. A reduced count between quarters three and four of 2014/15 was
experienced in all of the other North Lanarkshire town centres.

Town Centre Total Total No. of New Business Void Units (% Footfall Footfall
No.of Active Business Closed vacancy rate) Betwee between
Available Businesses n Q4 Q4 13/14
Units 14/15& &Q4

Q314/1 14/15
5

Airdrie 316 291 4 0 25(7.9%) −10% −5%
Bellshill 146 138 3 3 8(5.4%) −12% −7%
Coatbridge 230 187 4 0 43(18.6%) −10% −1%
Cumbernauld 215 175 4 3 40(18.6%) −5% −6%
Kilsyth 97 84 1 0 13(13.4%) −7% −3%
Motherwell 278 251 0 3 27(9.7%) −12% −2%
Wishaw 301 255 2 2 46(15.2%) − −
TOTAL 1583 1381 18 11 202(12.7%)

Source: l ( .A, 042014115

Town Centre WiFi
4.3 Motherwell Town Centre WiFi continues to be well used with 572 new registrations between

January and March 2015.

TOWN CENTRE Wi−Fi Airdrie Belishill Coatbridge Kilsyth Motherwell Wishaw

New Registrations 197 161 179 47 572 224

Total Log−ins 6,555 5,922 9,724 1,378 22,916 11,849

source: IUP, Uuarter4 2014/1b

Events and Campaigns
4.4 To celebrate Mother's Day, The Creation Station visited Motherwell Town Centre on

Saturday 7 March. Children of all ages were given access to free arts and crafts activities to
make paper tissue flowers, cards or draw a picture for their mum.

Town Centre Activities (TCA) were also involved in the Pearl Izumi race which came to
Motherwell on Tuesday 26 May. To complement the racing various activities were
organised which took place in the town centre. The activities included a bike doctor, where
people could bring along their bicycles to be repaired, smoothie bikes where kids could
cycle and create their own smoothie and a best dressed window competition that the town
centre businesses took part in.

5. Recommendation

5.1 It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and
initiatives contained within the Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan.
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