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1. Introduction

The Forum last submitted a report to the LAP in January 2015. This report highlights
those events, local concerns and matters of note that the Forum has been involved in
and/or discussed since our last report. The matters touched on in this report are not
listed in chronological order or order of importance.

2. Sad News

a. Felix Mulholland R.I.P.

It was with the deepest regret that we contacted Forum members to inform them
of the passing of Felix on 8 April last. Felix's worked tirelessly for the many
organisations with who he was active for many decades. Indeed, his work for his
church resulted in him being award the honour of the Benemerenti Medal (an
honour awarded by the Pop to members of the clergy and laity for service to the
Catholic Church) an award few receive.

Felix was also involved with the Glasgow's Legal Services Agency over many
years; likewise his close association with NHS Lanarkshire through his
participation in the NL Public Partnership Forum among others.

Locally Felix may have been better known for his long association and leadership
of the Motherwell Community Forum. The LAP may know that Felix's time as
Chair only came to an abrupt end due to his ill health. It is a gross
understatement of the facts to say that the decision to step down as our Chair
was not one that came easily to Felix. It was a measure of the man that he made
clear to the group that he was available when required to help and or advise the
Office Bearers. The work Felix did during his long term as Chairperson of the
Forum means we owe him a debt of gratitude that we cannot properly convey
here.

b. The late Harry Crossan

The Forum was sad to learn of the passing of Harry Crossan back in January of
2015. Harry's work on behalf of his community in a number of areas but in
particular his contribution to the Greenlink Community Development Group and
Chair of the Allotments Project was amazing. Community Champions of the
calibre of Harry are as rare as hen's teeth nowadays.



c. Recommendation − Community Champions Award

Community Champions of the calibre of Felix and Harry and many others like
them past and present are as rare as hen's teeth. Too often the contribution of
these community champions goes unrecognised during their life or after.

The Forum having given some thought to this would like to recommend to the
LAP that we consider creating a community award, monument or some other
means to ensure that the contribution of our Community Champions is
meaningfully and properly recognised not only rightly for the work they did and or
do but to act as a beacon to others who might want to emulate their works in
future.

3. AGM 2015

a. Office Bearers

The Office Bearers were reappointed to their respective position unopposed,
which means, Tommy Hughes, Bill Cloughley, Scott Buchanan, and Janette
Armitt remain in their respective roles as Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and
Treasurer for the Motherwell Community Forum.

b. Community Cohesion, Spirit and Local Identity

The LAP may recall that in our last report we highlighted our interest at looking at
the Sistema Project in Raploch and in particular the proven success of this
project raising aspirations, positively impacting on community safety and
improvements in education attainment among the children in that area and
whether this same initiative could work in our area. The AGM gave members an
opportunity to discuss this idea. Out of this discussion came consensus among
those present that we would certainly like to see a series of events created over
the coming year, events locally that will allow our community to show off its talent
in its best light and in so doing enhance community spirit in our town. The Chair
of the LAP attended our AGM and is in contact with our Vice Chair about how we
might best take this idea forward working in partnership with NLC and other
stakeholders and LAP members.

c. NHS Lanarkshire Community Engagement Fund 2015−16

The Forum is pleased to report that NHS Lanarkshire has once again made funds
available to us to draw, these funds specifically to assist with our efforts to help
enhance the community capacity of the group whilst enabling us to reach out to
hard to reach groups and promote health issues and the work of the Forum to
these groups and the wider community.

The Forum has a long and successful track record of working with the Local
Health Improvement Locality Team to create, support and or deliver innovative
events and initiatives that allow us to deliver on the objectives of the CE Fund.
We look forward to sitting down with the locality team to consider our plans for



the coming year. We will of course keep the LAP informed of developments on
this front.

d. Forum Development and Action Plan

The LAP will recall that with the support of the Community Engagement Officer
and in partnership with the NHS Lanarkshire Motherwell Locality Team, the
Forum has been looking at our structure and governance over the last year. The
work we did allow us to present a Development and Action Plan to the members
for their agreement. We are pleased to report that although both Plans' remain a
work in progress the members were sufficiently happy with the current plans to
adopt these in the understanding that both will evolve and change over the
course of the next 12 months.

4. Community Matters

a. The Pearl Izumi Cycle Race

The Forum would like to congratulate and note the efforts of all concerned in
attracting, organising and delivering the Pearl Izumi Cycle Race in our town in
May last. The event that featured on TV certainly helped raise the profile of the
town and promote it in a positive light. Those in attendance were treated to a
great days sport too.

b. Network Rail Footbridges

After several years of hard work it was with great pleasure news of Networks Rail
decision to refurbish the local railway bridges linking our communities in the town.
This work has now been completed and the bridges really look terrific. Too notes
of sadness on this point though

I. It was indeed sad that this news reached us after the passing of Felix who
campaigned with the Forum through the LAP for this work to be done.

It is also sad to note that no sooner had the work to refurbish both bridges
been completed than they had been TAGGED (vandalised by graffiti). The
vandalism was quickly picked up and the offending graffiti painted over.
But we are sad to note this has not deterred the TAGGER from returning.
This type of nuisance behaviour is costly to the community not only in
terms of money and wasted finite resources but also greatly undermines
the efforts of our community to make Motherwell a better place to be.

c. Community Consultations

The Forum was involved with and or contributed to three very important local
Community Consultations:

NHS Lanarkshire's Out of Hours GP Review



The Forum via our Reps at the NLPPF have been involved in some
degree or other with the consultation NHS Lanarkshire's Out of Hours GP
Review.

Indeed our involvement in this process was partly the reason why we
were unable to submit a report to the LAP last time round. Felix was
greatly involved with this process from the beginning his place taken up
latterly by Scott (our Secretary).

Scott reported back to the Forum on the main issues and the complexities
of this issue. Scott made clear that NHS Lanarkshire were placed
between a rock and a hard place where this consultation is concerned.

Scott explained that the legal requirement placed on the board to deliver
Out of Hours support is greatly hampered by the lack of GP's willing to
undertake this work given its job description, lack of support and the
requirement/desire to create centres of excellence.

The Forum recognises the options put forward for discussion and
comment by those taking part in the consultation do not necessarily meet
the expectations of all but that they are very much the best options
available in the current circumstances.

North Lanarkshire Local Development Plan − NLLDP

Our Chair and Secretary attended a half day event where they took part
on discussions facilitated by members of Planning Aid on the subject of
the NLLDP.

Our Reps were joined by other community activists from other areas in
the Central and South Areas. The discussion informed by Officers from
NLC's Planning Department. Both Reps felt the event was excellent and
allowed the local community to put forward their views in a constructive
and informed way that hopefully will be reflected in the final report put to
the full Council for adoption.

iii. Town−Centre Mini−Charette

Our Chair and Secretary met with members from the facilitating team for
the Town Centre Mini Charette that took place recently. This meeting
followed up by involvement in the four days of the actual event. We
eagerly await the outcome of the Charette and to learn of the
observations and recommendations of the team. Out of these discussions
came the kernels of an idea for a community event that the Forum is
working with a local business to deliver.

The event if it goes ahead is hoped will promote the Forum to the wider
community whilst advertising local business to a wider audience and
highlight the talents of our young people.



5. One Vision − Budget cuts, tax and welfare reforms

The various announcements from last week's Budget are beginning to be better
understood. Changes in welfare and taxation are going to have a clear adverse effect on
the financial security of our poorest households and in particular will greatly impact on
our younger people. We wait to learn of the settlement for the Public Sector in the
autumn but must assume it will be much of the same. The work of the Council, CAB and
many others in highlighting the effect of these changes and working with those affected
in an effort to ameliorate the worst of the changes is to be commended. But there is only
so much that the Council and others can do in this regard, the upcoming changes
together with the expected cuts in Council and wider Public Spending places those
responsible for delivering front line services in an unenviable position.

The Forum waits with a degree of trepidation to learn of the extent of the cuts needed to
allow the Council to deal with any upcoming cuts in its budget at a time when its
resources and finances will be diminishing at exactly the same time as those most
affected will be looking to the Council and offers for support and advice.

The Forum is rightly protective of our apolitical status and stance. But increasingly
changes in tax, welfare and other areas and the effect of these radical changes on
benefits etc. means we are increasingly being dragged into matters that we would prefer
not to have to deal with but that we will not shy away from highlighting issues and or
matter of concern where these directly impact on the quality of life and or health and
well−being of the most vulnerable members of our community is concerned. Likewise we
will continue to do what we can to draw attention of the wider community to the effect of
these changes on those households and how these changes ultimately affect us all in
one way or another.

Tommy Hughes
Chair
Motherwell Community Forum


