
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: CORPORATE SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

From: HEAD OF CENTRAL SERVICES 

REPORT 

Subject: APPOINTMENTS TO PRISON VISITING 
COMMITTEES 

Date: 04 May 2010 Ref: Prison/LD/EH 

1. Purpose of Report 

The report recommends appointments to the Prison Visiting Committees (PVCs) for HMP 
Addiewell, West Lothian, and HMP Shotts, Shotts. 

2. Background 

In terms of the Prisons and Young Offenders Institutions (Scotland) Rules 2006, the Council 
is responsible for making appointments to the PVCs for HMP Addiewell, HMP Shotts and 
HMP Barlinnie as follows:- 

HMP Addiewell - five members, of whom two must not, and the remainder do not require to, 
be elected Members of the Council; 

HMP Shotts - nine members, of whom three must not, and the remainder do not require to, 
be elected Members of the Council, and 

HMP Barlinnie - four members, of whom two must not, and the remainder do not require to, 
be elected Members of the Council. 

The principal duty of the PVC is to satisfy itself as to the state and administration of the 
prison and, in particular, the treatment of the prisoners. This involves members of the PVCs 
in carrying out rota visits to the prison with a minimum of two members of the PVC visiting 
the premises every fortnight. The purpose of rota visits is to make sure that the prison is 
being run properly and that the staff are carrying out their functions as they should and PVCs 
are required to inform the Scottish Ministers of any abuse which comes to their attention if 
the Governor of the prison is unwilling, or otherwise fails, to rectify the matter. PVCs, or 
individual members, are required also to hear complaints or requests which individual 
prisoners wish to make. 

3. Vacancies on PVCs at HMP Addiewell and HMP Shotts 

Resignations have recently been received from (1) Mr. John Sim in respect of the PVCs at 
HMP Shotts and HMP Addiewell; (2) Mrs. Alyson Allison in respect of the PVC at HMP 
Shotts, and (3) Mr. Vincent Murray in respect of the PVC at HMP Addiewell. 

Accordingly, there are currently two vacancies on the PVC for HMP Addiewell and two 
vacancies on the PVC for HMP Shotts, all of which fall to be filled by North Lanarkshire 
Council. 

Mrs. Allison has intimated that, although she had to resign from membership of the PVC for 
HMP Shotts due to a conflict of interests, she was interested in being a member of the PVC 
for HMP Addiewell. Given Mrs. Allison’s experience as a prison visitor, it is recommended 
that she be appointed as a member of the PVC for HMP Addiewell. 
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Following a recruitment and selection programme, the Committee, at its meeting on 5 March 
2009, had agreed that, as the number of persons recommended as being eligible for 
appointment exceeded the number of vacancies on PVCs, that Arthur Wylie, William Kane, 
Patrick Rolink and Anne Marie McPartland be designated as reserve pool members for 
future allocation to Addiewell, Shotts or Barlinnie PVCs as and when vacancies arise. 

Having had the opportunity to contact each of the reserve pool members, I am now in a 
position to advise that (1) Mr. Wylie has indicated that he is no longer interested in being a 
prison visitor; (2) Mr. Kane and Mrs. McPartland have both expressed an interest in being a 
member of the PVC for HMP Shotts, and (3) Mr. Rolink has expressed an interest in being a 
member of either of the PVCs for HMP Addiewell or HMP Shotts. 

It is recommended (1) that Mr. William Kane, Uddingston, and Mrs. McPartland, Airdrie be 
appointed as non elected Members to the vacancies on the PVC at HMP Shotts, and (2) that 
Mr. Patrick Rolink, Airdrie, be appointed as a non elected Member to one of the vacancies 
on the PVC at HMP Addiewell. 

4. Recommendations 

The Committee is requested to:- 

(1) note the resignations by Mr. John Sim, Mrs. Alyson Allison and Mr. Vincent Murray 
as members of PVCs; 

(2) agree that Mrs. Alyson Allison, Cumbernauld be appointed as a non elected Member 
to one of the vacancies on the PVC at HMP Addiewell and recommended 
accordingly to the Council, 

(3) agree that Mr. William Kane, Uddingston and Mrs. Anne Marie McPartland, Airdrie be 
appointed as non elected Members to the vacancies on the PVC at HMP Shotts and 
recommend accordingly to the Council, and 

(4) agree that Mr. Patrick Rolink, Airdrie be appointed as a non elected Member to one 
of the vacancies on the PVC for HMP Addiewell and recommend accordingly to the 
Council. 

. 

b:z:nt  ral Services 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact Lesley 
Deverick, Central Services Division on extension 2434. 
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