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REPORT 

Subject: GOOD NEWS REPORT 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise Airdrie Local Area Partnership of current “good news” 
stories related to the area. These stories highlight activities from Council departments and 
Partner agencies. 

2. A list of the current “good news” stories is attached as Appendix 1 and includes contributions 
from: 

Housing and Property Services 
0 Developments 

Community Services Department 
0 Petersburn Development Trust 

General Information 

Social Work Department 
0 Timebank 

North Lanarkshire Community Health Partnership 
0 Keepwell 
0 Breast feeding 

Education Department 
0 Number 10 visit 

3. Recommendations 

3.1 It is recommended that members note the content of this report. 
t 
\ 

Chief Executive 
13 March 2007 



Appendix 1 

Projects 

Heating 

Roofing 

Render 

Kitchen 

GOOD NEWS STORIES 

Units Total Cost per Project 

1448 f 4,054,400 

480 f 1,440,000 
763 f 2,746,800 
446 f 1,828,600 

TOTAL E 10,069,800. 

Housing and Property Services 

More Housing Investment 

North Lanarkshire Councils commitment to improving the housing stock is very well demonstrated in 
Airdrie as the table below shows. 

Within the estate regeneration section of the Capital Programme we have recently completed the 
following programmes in the Airdrie area: 

0 Rochsoles Phase 3: 
0 Craigneuk Phase 2 and 3: 
0 Craigneuk Traffic Calming: 
0 Deedes Street Phase 1 : 

We are currently on site in Hunter Street carrying out a back court regeneration project and following 
completion of this work it is the Departments intention to move on to Deedes Street Phase 2. The 
priority after completion of the back court improvements at Deedes Street is to move to Clark Street, 
Airdrie. 

Rochsoles and Craigneuk Regeneration Transforms the Area 

The third and final phase of estate regeneration work in the Rochsoles area of Airdrie completes a 
programme of work totalling more than f900,OOO over the last 4 years. The Council also enabled the 
redevelopment of four sites in the area by Cairn Housing Association to build 23 new terraced and 
flatted properties for rent. The programme of regeneration of Council houses in Craigneuk, Airdrie has 
recently been completed with a f413,OOO contract of works to improve roofing, rendering and fencing 
in the area. This brings the North Lanarkshire Council Housing & Property services housing 
investment within Craigneuk in recent years to almost f2m. 

Airdrie Community Health Partnership 

Keep well 

The Keep well project is a two-year Scottish Executive initiative. The target audience is 45 - 64 year 
olds who may have undiagnosed health problems (e.g. cardio-vascular disease and diabetes; risk 
factors, such as high blood pressure, high cholesterol, and obesity). The aim is to screen as many 



people in this age group as possible. This will be done by working with GPs to look at those people on 
their list, within the age range, who have not attended the surgery within the last few years. Those 
identified will be invited to attend a health check. They will be screened for the above health issues in 
a range of community venues rather than just the traditional health settings. The findings from the 
health check will be followed up with either medication, or referral to other agencies, smoking clinics, 
keep fit classes etc. 

Breast Feeding 

In another initiative, Public Health Nurses (Health Visitors) are planning to raise awareness of breast 
feeding. The initiative looks to promote breast feeding as the preferred method of feeding for new 
mums. The health benefits to both mother and baby include protection against gastro-enteritis and 
respiratory infection for the baby and protection against pre-menopausal breast cancer and ovarian 
cancer for mothers and mean that breast feeding is a major public health priority. In order to provide 
increased support to breast feeding mums, the Public Health Nurses will now provide a breast feeding 
support group at Chapelside Family Centre. The centre offers comfortable and friendly 
accommodation. It runs in conjunction with the newly designed Community Clinics, which provide an 
eight week programme for new mothers and are based in the Chapelside Centre, Chapelhall Library 
and the Four Isles Community Centre. 

Social Work Department 

Timebank: An International Initiative, taken up locally in Airdrie 

North Lanarkshire Councils Social Work Department has signed up to an initiative to help people in 
Aird rie, ‘Time bank’ . 

Timebank is a national charity designed to connect people who have time to share and give time by 
encouraging them to volunteer in their communities, locally, regionally, nationally, internationally. 
Timebank is transforming the way that individuals, organisations and businesses give back to their 
communities and contribute to a better world. 

Sheila Drysdale, from the Council Social Work Department explains, ‘within Airdrie, the basic element 
of time bank is that we want to harness the skills and abilities of volunteers who are willing to give their 
time to help others. These volunteers will have the time spent in helping others ‘banked’ and they in 
turn, will be helped by others. One of the benefits of this type of project is that it will benefit some of 
the elderly people in our community who have less access to this type of support from family and 
friends. 

Fiona Wright is the link worker from Social Work based in Coates House, Airdrie. She will be 
instrumental in ensuring that the Timebank initiative targets those most in need. It will be her task to 
identify the right type of support that a person needs and the volunteer most appropriate to carry out 
this task; there is a wide range of skills needed, from getting a door handle fixed, to making a cup of 
tea and having a chat. 

“This is just an example of we are looking for in volunteers, and I would encourage anyone thinking 
about this to get in touch in the first instance with the Harry Walker Day Care Centre; telephone 01236 
756941 and we will provide further information”. 

Education Department 

Yes Prime Minister as Airdrie pupils get to meet Tony Blair 

(Airdrie and Coatbridge Advertiser website 2nd March 2007) 

Ten Airdrie schoolchildren did what many top politicians have failed to do for a number of years and 
secure a personal promise from Prime Minister Tony Blair. 



The P7 pupils from Clarkston Primary School in the town made a pilgrimage to the most famous 
house in the country, 10 Downing Street, last Monday in the name of the Global Campaign for 
Education (GCE) and came face to face with Mr Blair in the corridors of power. 

Head teacher Sandra Summers, who accompanied the young lobbyists, said: 

“It really was a once in a lifetime experience that the children will remember for the rest of their lives”. 

The GCE is an international coalition of national government organisations, charities and teacher 
unions pushing for every child in the world to complete a primary school place by 2015. 

The children travelled to Number 10 as part of the campaign’s ‘Join Up - Send My Friend to School’ 
drive, which involved asking children to make a paper human or any type of chain to show how many 
people they have got to join up and show their commitment to education as a human right. 

Eilidh Whiteford, of Oxfam, one of the major charities behind the campaign, said: 

“The children at Clarkston Primary School have worked really hard in support of the Global Campaign 
for Education. 

“At present around 80 million children around the world do not receive an education. 

“It is estimated that we need 15 million more teachers for every child in the world to get a primary 
education. 

“Education is a human right whether children are living here in Scotland or in developing countries. 

“The children at Clarkston Primary recognise the importance of this and have lobbied hard to get their 
message across to both Tony Blair and MSPs. 

“Mr Blair and world leaders should listen to these young people and keep their promises to deliver 
classrooms and teachers for all.” 

Airdrie MSP Karen Whitefield and Lord Lieutenant Gilbert Cox also made the trip along with the 
teacher guiding them through the project, Siobhan Mackenzie, and deputy head Jane Murray. 

Mrs Summers added: “The children went to London to remind Tony Blair that he had made a 
commitment to global education at the G8 summit. It is an issue they feel very strongly about. 

“Sometimes we don’t realise how well off we are in this country, and it’s easy to forget that children in 
other parts of the world have very little. 

“We flew to London courtesy of British Midland who gave us first class treatment there and back. 

“We were welcomed to Number 10 by Home Secretary John Reid, who is also our local MP, who 
introduced the pupils to the prime minister’s wife, Cherie Blair. 

“She spoke to the children and accepted letters of support for the campaign. 

“We were then shown round Number 10 by Mr Reid, and when we were in the cabinet room Tony Blair 
made an unscheduled appearance. 

“It was a terrific surprise and it was great that he took the time to talk to the children. He told them he 
would do all he could to ensure Britain remained committed to the goals of the campaign.” 

During their one-day trip, the group also found time to visit the House of Commons where they sat in 
the gallery and listened to a debate about bird flu. 

Unfortunately they didn’t have time to visit Big Ben but visited another parliament building, Portcullis 
House, before returning to Airdrie. 



The same pupils had visited the Scottish Parliament in June last year when they read poems and 
presented their case to MSPs. 

Recent estimates of the number of children out of school have fallen from 100 million to 80 million, 
thanks to the concerted efforts of campaign supporters. 

However, the current rate of progress is still too slow to meet the 2015 target and more people are 
needed to join up to make sure world leaders keep their promises. 

Community Services 

Libraries & Information 

Leningrad Album 

Airdrie woman Wilma Stark is at the forefront of a unique appeal, with the help of the department, to 
find the original signatories of an album sent to the women of Leningrad in 1941. The album 
conveyed messages of support to the women of the Russian city, enduring horrific conditions during 
the Second World War. 

To this day, the album is held in high regard in the city, now known as St Petersburg, and Wilma 
hopes that people who signed it may be able to share her memories. 

Visitors from St Petersburg have previously visited the council when attending a civic reception at 
Summerlee Heritage Park in 2005. A project on the topic was also completed and the writtenlart work 
displayed in visual form, has now been given a permanent display base in Chapelside Community 
Centre. Airdrie. 

Count Me In Launch 

The Clydesdale Bank and the Library and Information Service have joined forces to launch a new 
initiative - Count Me In - a project aimed at pre school children, with a view to improving numeracy in 
the community. 

Count Me In aims to develop number, colour, pattern, shape recognition and other mathematical 
concepts and ideas in young children through story, rhyme and play. Counting games complement 
the picture books, enabling parents and carers to enjoy sharing books and activities with young 
children aged 1-4 years. 

Suggested games and activities are also available in Chinese, Urdu, Punjabi and Polish and can be 
requested at any North Lanarkshire Library. 

Log intoLearn Success 

The council’s position as a UK leader in the delivery of information and open learning services through 
libraries is set for a further boost with the upgrade of Logintolearn.com. 

The web site was introduced in 2002 to increase participation in lifelong learning and now boasts in 
excess of 7 million hits per year. It also tracks the progress of 1700 lifelong learners each year, 
seeking to achieve various qualifications. 

The innovative upgrade will further increase the functionality of the site and make it easier for users to 
access important information. The new system is set to reduce the administration of European 
Computer Driving Licence tests by 3 hours per week and this will allow more time to be given to front 
line services and working with new learners. 

http://Logintolearn.com


Museums and Heritage 

Unique display at Airdrie Library 

The local studies room at Airdrie Library is hosting a unique display of burial urns dating back 4000 
years. The urns were discovered during sand quarrying operations in Bargeddie, in 1852. 

At the time of their discovery it was speculated by local scholars that they were of "Roman or 
Druidical" origin. From the shape of the surviving urns it is now known that the burials date from the 
Bronze Age and are approximately 3500 to 4000 years old. 

At the turn of the 20th century, four of the urns were donated to Airdrie Museum by Lady Buchanan of 
Drumpellier. They are currently part of the collection of the Council's Museums and Heritage Service. 

Petersburn Development Trust 

Background 

The Petersburn Development Trust (PDT) was formed to tackle a major problem in Petersburn. The 
area lacked suitable informal areas and facilities for young people to meet, play and socialise. The 
local community agreed that Petersburn Park offered an ideal location for a meeting area but the Park 
was in a very poor physical state suffering from vandalism and anti-social problems. 

The trust meets monthly for formal business and holds a number of training events, site visits and sub- 
group activities throughout the year. The trust is actively supported by a number of agencies that are 
represented on the board, namely: Linkwide Limited, North Lanarkshire Council and Airdrie United. 

The Petersburn Development Trust was incorporated in March 2004 and exists to empower the community and 
develop the Petersburn Park project to fulfil local aspirations. The PDT represents a unique partnership between 
community groups in Petersburn, North Lanarkshire Council, Airdrie United FC and Linkwide Ltd. 

Petersburn Community Park 

Our proposal for change 

~ Petersburn Community Park 



This work by the Community has resulted in almost a Million pounds being raised, to spend on 
facilities for the Young People and Children of the area. This is not only good news, but a great 
example of what the Community can achieve by working together, in Partnership with North 
Lanarkshire Council Departments, Link Group Ltd., the Social Landlords and the Voluntary Sector. 
This is the result of lots of hard work put in by the members over the years. The funding for the 
Project has come from a range of sources, such as the Big Lottery, Robertson Trust, North 
Lanarkshire Council and Communities Scotland, to name but a few. 

The people involved in the project range from Tenants and Residents, School Boards and local 
interested people. All the people involved share one thing; that is, that they want the area they live in, 
to be all it can be. They have directed their energy into raising the funds. Young People have been 
involved in every step of the development. They have helped plan, and contributed their views on 
what was being proposed. 

The outcome of this was a Teenage meeting area, and now a Toddlers area being built. Local People 
involved have learnt new skills, worked in Partnership with a range of Agencies, and learned how the 
systems work. They have achieved a lasting structure that this project has demonstrated that local 
people together in Partnership can achieve change and improvement to their area. 


