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1. Purpose of Report

1.1. To update the committee on a successful programme of peatland restoration projects
undertaken across North Lanarkshire.

2. Background

2.1. The Scottish Government has recently (2012 − 2015) funded a program of peatland restoration
(Peatland Action) to mitigate against climate change. Coordinated by Scottish Natural Heritage
(SNH), the project aims to;

2.2

2.3.
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sequestration and restore peatland ecosystem functions;
• Enhance ecosystem resilience to climate change;
• Building peatland restoration capacity and understanding amongst land managers,

contractors, advisors and the public

• Restore and manage peatlands to maintain carbon stores and encourage carbon

The UK is of international importance for peatland habitat in the UK, more than 20% of
Scotland's land is covered in peatland habitat. A notable coverage of lowland raised bog is
found within North Lanarkshire. Unfortunately, the extent and quality of this protected and
important habitat mirrors national trends and is much reduced and degraded. Lowland raised
bogs support a number of unique species such as Sphagnum moss.
Healthy peatlands keep carbon locked up, and continue to absorb and store more. Degraded
bogs emit carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gasses, which contribute to climate change.
Restoring peat−forming habitat ensures that a bog remains as a long−term sink rather than a
greenhouse gas source.

Progress to date

3.1. To date Greenspace Development officers have secured a total of £120,500 from Peatland
Action to deliver habitat restoration at 6 sites in North Lanarkshire and 1 restoration feasibility
report. This grant fully funded the peatland restoration projects.

3.2. Bog restoration works were undertaken at;

• Broadwood, Cumbernauld
• Cathburn Moss, Wishaw
• Drum pellier Country Park, Coatbridge
• Fannyside Muir, Cumberauld
• Greenhead Moss, Wishaw
• North Shotts Moss, Shotts
• A bog restoration feasibility study was carried out at Salsburgh Moss,

carry out recommendations highlighted in the report in the future.
with intention to



3.3. All works were delivered within budget. Restoration works took the form of blocking drainage
channels with dams to increase the water table at each of the sites, earth works and scrub
removal.

3.4. The delivery of these projects directly contribute to the Scottish Governments targets on climate
change mitigation. The delivery of these projects also meets targets identified in the North
Lanarkshire Biodiversity Action Plan 2015−2020.

3.5. Scottish Natural Heritage have recently announced the extension of this fund and Greenspace
Development officers will look at opportunities for further restoration projects over the next year.

4. Financial Implications

4.1. All projects were 100% funded by SNH with no financial implications to North Lanarkshire
Council.

5. Corporate considerations

5.1. The programme contributes to the corporate priority of Sustainable North Lanarkshire − through
the local outcomes Enhanced network of greenspace and woodland for local communities and
wildlife and Reduce CO2 emissions.

6. Recommendations

6.1. The committee note the successful programme of peatland restoration undertaken in North
Lanarkshire and approve continued efforts to access funds for peatland restoration projects.
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