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1. Purpose of Report

1.1. To update the committee on current woodland management.

1.2. To request committee approval to progress with three further Woodlands in and Around Towns
applications to improve woodlands for the local community at Newarthill, Chapehall and
Calderbank and Tan nochside

1.3. To request committee approval to undertake winter tree works to a number of sites with large
mature poplar trees.

2. Background

Woodland Management Background

2.1. Previous reports to have
attracting generous grant
Woodlands−in−and−around
funding from FCS, this ha
Council's many woodlands

updated members of the success in North Lanarkshire woodlands
funding from Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) through the
Towns (WIAT) Challenge Funds. Attracting a minimum of 75%
allowed around £1 million of enhancement to be undertaken in the

2.2. This enhancement has included the establishment of accessible path networks through the
woodlands, silvicultural thinning, where appropriate felling and replanting compartments, with
improvements to fences, drainage, signposting, elimination of invasive species, and biodiversity
gains. In the last few years the woodlands which have benefitted from our Management Plans
and WIAT grant have included Colzium Estate, DaIzell Estate, Moodiesburn Glen, Strathclyde
woods, Riccard Johnston woods (New Stevenston), and part of Cumbernauld Woods.

2.3. The last three years has also seen the establishment of around 100 hectares of new woodland
planting, including at Ravenswood, Auchenkilns, Chapelhall, Kingshill, Cumbernauld
Community Park, New Stevenston, Millcroft , Sandyknowes and the Greenlink, Motherwell.
These have been planted with full grant from Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP)
with the support of Central Scotland Forest Trust (CSFT) These new woodlands will function as
new community woodlands , but also from 10 years on will provide wood for the biomass
operation.

2.4. The Arbor team continues to be kept very busy with urban and semi−urban trees, inspecting
their health and stability, crown thinnings and fellings. Winter storms and gales create
considerable backlogs of work. The recent acquisition of an Alpine Tractor with tree grab will
allow more efficient handling of logs and delivery to the biomass plant.



2.5. Mature Poplars

Throughout North Lanarkshire, but particularly in the southern area, there are belts of over
mature poplar trees within urban settings. These trees were popular in planting schemes
approximately 50 years ago, but are now presenting a number of risks. Poplar trees can grow
extremely tall, do not establish robust rooting systems and are susceptible to unpredictable
snapping in storm conditions. It is hard to remove single trees within a row without increasing
the risk of snapping and falling within a block. Some poplar trees have been removed in recent
years on health and safety grounds. It is proposed that a proactive programme of poplar
removal is undertaken over the next few years to reduce the risk posed by these trees.
Removal of healthy trees is contrary to the council policy approved by this committee in January
2013. This report seeks delegated authority for the Head of Environment and Estates to
authorize the removal of healthy trees in these circumstances.

3. Progress to date

3.1. A new WIAT scheme opened in June 2015. Forestry Commission are now encouraging us to
put together management plans and funding applications for further sites. Candidate sites
include Newarthill, Chapehall and Calderbank and Tannochside with possible additional sites to
follow. Audits of these sites were carried out in 2014 and indicate that they are suitable for
WIAT grant. The next step is to apply for a grant to prepare woodland management plans for
each site and then progress to a full grant application for works to be delivered over the winter
2015/16. Preparing the woodland management plan would include full consultation with local
communities.

3.2. During 2014/15 two poplar removal projects were undertaken at Ayr Drive, Airdrie and Ladywell
Road, Motherwell. In both cases letters were issued to all residents advising of the tree removal
and no complaints were received following the work. As the work took a number of weeks it
was undertaken by external contractors to allow our arbor squad to continue routine work during
the winter.

4. Financial Implications

4.1. WIAT funding is offered at a set rate per item. As this is a new grant the rates have not yet
been tested against the market. If additional funding is required to implement a successful and
robust scheme it will be met from Woodland management capital allocation 2015/16.

4.2. The cost of limited winter works to poplars will be met from the Arbor budget in 2015/16. A
costed review of areas requiring poplar works will be undertaken during 2015/16 and if more
substantial works are required this will be put forward for consideration as a future capital
programme.

5. Corporate considerations

5.1. The woodland management programme contributes to the corporate theme of Sustainable
North Lanarkshire − through the local outcome Enhanced network of greenspace and woodland
for local communities and wildlife.

6.

6.1

Recommendations

The committee notes progress on woodland creation and management.

6.2. The committee gives approval to progress with three further Woodlands in and Around Towns
applications to improve woodlands for the local community at Newarthill, Chapehall and
Calderbank and Tannochside.

6.3. The committee approves a programme of winter tree works to a number of sites with large
mature poplar trees, and gives authority to the Head of Environment and Estates to authorise
healthy tree removal.



Li
KENNETH WILSON
HEAD OF ENVIRONMENT AND ESTATES

Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact Vicky Abernethy,
Assistant Business Manager (Greerispace Development) 01236 780636.


