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The purpose of this report is to homologate the action taken by the executive director of
learning and leisure services following consultation with the convener to make awards
in the case of five applications to the Talented and Gifted Young People's Cultural
Funding Scheme that required an urgent decision.

CONSIDERATIONS

Stage University of New York (Exchange Programme)

The first application was from an individual who is currently undertaking a BMus Degree at
Glasgow University. The individual was one of 5 successful candidates chosen for the
exchange programme from over a hundred applicants. This one−term course is fully funded
but the individual has to find their own travel, accommodation and living costs which are
estimated at £6,200, with the applicant willing to commit £2,000 of their own resources to
this programme. Because of the urgency of this application a decision to award £4,200
was taken by the executive director of learning and leisure services following consultation
with the convener.

Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance (London) (BA hons. in Dance)

The second application was from an individual who successfully auditioned in February
2015, for a place at the prestigious Trinity Laban Conservatoire in London. She earned one
of only around 100 places from over 1000 hopeful applicants from across Europe. Laban is
a world renowned contemporary dance training facility and to have been offered a place is
an indication of the applicant's ability and future potential. As Laban is not a Scottish
Higher Education institution, the applicant is also approaching SAAS for a loan to cover the
fees to this course. She is also applying to the Student Loan Company for the maximum
living allowance of £4750. Both applications are currently pending. The cost of this course
is estimated at £17,500 per annum. Because of the urgency of this application a decision
to award £5,000 was taken. This award will be dependent on the applicant securing loans
for the course fees and living allowance.

2.3 National Youth Choir of Scotland (BMus in Classic−al Singing)

The third application is from an individual who has been successful in gaining a place, from
September 2015, on the highly competitive BMus Classical Singing Course at the
Conservatoire of Scotland. The applicant is keen to make music his career and is working
hard to follow his dream and train in singing. Membership of the National Youth Choir of
Scotland will further develop his skills. The cost of the fees and travel for this course is
£679 and because of the urgency of this application a decision to award £635 was taken.



2.4 National Youth Choir of Scotland (Singing programme)

The fourth application is from an individual who has been a member of the National Girls'
Choir of Scotland for the past 3 years which places her well to move up to the youth choir to
which she has now been offered a place. The applicant is keen to make music her career
and was one of only three young people to be accepted to study singing at the Junior
Conservatoire in 2012. The applicant is a talented young singer who demonstrates a
commitment to her craft and a desire to continue to train in singing. She is keen to further
develop her skills by now joining the National Youth Choir of Scotland. Funding for the
course fees of £499 is being sought to assist the applicant to attend NYCOS in 2015.
Because of the urgency of this application a decision to award £499 was taken.

2.5 Royal Conservatoire (Junior Conservatoire Programme)

The fifth application is from an individual who has attended the Junior Conservatoire since
2014 and is involved in the North Lanarkshire Schools Orchestras. The applicant is also a
member of North Lanarkshire Wind Ensemble playing first clarinet and is currently studying
for grade 6/7 ABRSM. The applicant has asked to be considered for a grant to pay the fees
involved in attending the Junior Conservatoire's Principal Study of Clarinet − a total of
£1,920. Because of the urgency of this application a decision to award £1,920 was taken.

3 CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS

Financial Implications

The grant awards outlined in section two of this report will be met from the talented and
gifted young person's cultural funding scheme 2015/16 allocation.

4 RECOMMENDATIONS

The Learning & Leisure Services Committee is asked to homologate the action taken by
the executive director of learning and leisure services, following consultation with the
convener, to award grants of £4,200, £5,000, £635, £499 and £1,920 respectively to
the applicants as outlined in section two of this report.
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