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1. Purpose of report

1.1. The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of the successful delivery by the Council
of this year's Pearl Izumi Tour Series cycling race in Motherwell, and to seek approval to
progress negotiations to deliver the Tour Series for a further 2−years.

2. Background

2.1 The Pearl Izumi Tour Series is a series of televised town and city centre cycle races that
take place across the UK in May and June each year. The events are the one of key
domestic UK professional short course team cycle races.

2.2 Building on the success of the cycling events North Lanarkshire delivered as part of the
2014 Commonwealth Games, the opportunity to host one of the high profile Tour Series
events provided an excellent opportunity to further promote North Lanarkshire as a key
cycling and visitor destination, and to maximise the economic impact that can be gained
from hosting large sporting events. Following discussions with the event organisers in late
2014, it was agreed that Motherwell town centre would host round four of the ten 2015
Tour Series events on Tuesday 26th May 2015 which included a round of both the male and
female professional races. Motherwell was one of only five venues across the UK which
also hosted the Matrix Fitness Grand Prix for female professional racers.

2.3 In addition to the main professional races, a series of additional school and amateur races,
support and community events were organised as part of the overall event delivery on the
day to promote cycling, participation in sport, and healthy living within the community.

3. Event Organisation

3.1 A core team and a wider event working group were established led by Regeneration and
Environmental Services to oversee the planning, co−ordination and delivery of the event
across the Council and key partners including the emergency services. The team and
working group were supported by the Tour Series' technical and communications teams..
reporting directly to the Executive Director of Regeneration and Environmental Services.

3.2 A full communications plans was put in place to inform and engage local residents,
services and businesses that would be impacted by the event and road closures around
the 1.2km circuit. In addition, local businesses were encouraged to take advantage of the
commercial opportunities brought by the event. The event was promoted through a
sponsorship package with Radio Clyde and advertised widely. The Herald newspaper and
Sunday Herald featured articles on the event along with significant local press and social
media coverage.



3.3 The event was supported by Event Scotland through an International Events Programme
grant of £15,000. In−kind support was provided through Scottish Cycling who organised
and delivered a series of amateur races on the circuit and assisted with the promotion of
the event. Financial sponsorship and support was received through NL Leisure, CMS
Enviro Systems Ltd and Amey Roads. In−kind support and community activities were also
delivered through Culture NL, Town Centre Activities Ltd and Motherwell Town Centre.

4. Key Event Outcomes

4.1 A key goal of hosting the event was to promote Motherwell and North Lanarkshire as a
cycling, event and visitor destination. It is estimated that the event brought around 5,000
spectators to Motherwell. An hour long programme with highlights of each event was
broadcast on ITV4 the evening after every round. The shows were also available to stream
online through ITV.com, with an additional 'catch up' service through 1W Player. The total
reach of the 2015 Tour Series was in excess of 3 million viewers with average viewing of
235,500 across the Series with repeat shows averaging 65,000. Motherwell exceeded the
average viewing figures with 312,000 viewing the show and a further 66,000 viewing the
repeat show. These figures do not include online or catch−up viewers.

4.2 An economic impact assessment of the 2015 Pearl Izumi Tour Series has been undertaken
by an external consultant on behalf of the Tour Series. Of the 5,000 estimated visitors at
the event, the key statistics reported that 73% came from outside of Motherwell, 55% came
with their families and 6% stayed overnight. 90% of visitors described the race as "very
enjoyable" and 76% reported they were inspired to cycle more often. Using an average
rating on a scale of 1−5, the Motherwell event scored 4.7. In relation to estimated spend,
the average spend per day by day visitors was £46.63 per group and per 24 hours by
overnight visitors was £65.52 per group. The total gross expenditure impact at the event by
visitors was estimated to be £119,554 which excludes additional impacts related to race
staffing and impacts associated with procurement expenditure by the event organisers.

4.3 In relation to professional cycling participants, 50 men took part in the men's professional
race and 55 women took part in the women's professional race. In partnership with local
schools, NL Leisure's Active Schools Team and Scottish Cycling, there were 4 school and
amateur races which took place on the circuit before the event. There were 50 pupils from
3 local primary schools who participated in the school event and 34 under−16s took part in
a youth amateur race. In addition, 17 amateur women and 60 amateur men raced on the
circuit.

4.4 A series of community based events took place in Motherwell Library,
Centre and within the Town Centre to complement the main cycling
Lanarkshire Schools Pipe Band performed before the professional
pupils from Ladywell Primary School were chosen as team mascots.

5. Conclusion

Motherwell Heritage
activity. The North

men's race and 10

5.1 After successfully taking place in Motherwell for the first time in 2015, the event has many
prospects for growth moving forward. It is possible that the Tour Series in Motherwell could
become an annual fixture, engaging with local schools, businesses and Scottish Cycling to
create a festival of cycling led activity each year. Following the success of this year's
inaugural event, North Lanarkshire is in a strong position to further engage local and
regional sponsors and partners to help to meet the costs of the event's delivery in the
future. It is expected that around £11 OK will be required each year to host the event.



6. Recommendations

6.1 It is recommended that Committee:

(I) Note the contents of the Report; and
(ii) Agree that the Council can commence negotiations to host and attract sponsorship

for the Tour Series for the next 2−years.

KENNETH WILSON
Head of Environment and Estates

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact Yvonne Weir, Planning &
Regeneration Services on 01236 632864.


