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Purpose of Report 

The report advises of a public consultation on relocation of Airdrie Post Office and of the 
outcome of consideration of that consultation document by Airdrie Area Committee and 
seeks homologation of a response. 

Background 

The Post Office are undertaking a public consultation on a proposal to move Airdrie Post 
Office from its current site in Buchanan Street, Airdrie to premises in 18 Bank Street, 
Airdrie. A copy of the relevant letter is attached - and it will be noted that the deadline for 
consultation responses is 7 February 201 1. 

The proposal is, also, that there be an extension in opening hours and that the new 
location provide an extended range of services. 

This consultation document was considered by both Airdrie Local Area Partnership and 
Airdrie Area Committee at meetings on 19 January 201 1. Following consideration, the 
Area Committee, while welcoming aspects of the proposal including the proposal to 
extend opening hours and the range of services, considered that assurances required to 
be sought regarding job losses and the adequacy of counter staff numbers at peak times. 
The Committee, also, expressed concerns with regard to traffic flow in the South Bridge 
Street, Hallcraig Street, Bank Street and Anderson Street area of the town and, with 
regard to parking facilities in the vicinity of the sorting office (which is also in Buchanan 
Street) suggested that the vacation of the current Post Office premises might provide an 
opportunity to address that problem. 

In addition a petition (reported previously in this agenda) has been received. While that 
petition relates to the proposed relocation of the Post Office, the terms of the petition are 
“objection against the opening of convenience store on South Bridge Street”. The petition, 
accordingly, relates rather to the range of additional services to be provided than the Post 
Office itself. The basis of the petition is 

0 Traffic problems 
Lack of parking space 

0 

Negative effect on retail business in the area 

No need for another convenience store. 
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3. Consideration 

3.1 The issues regarding traffic problems and parking spaces have, already, been considered 
by the Airdrie Local Area Partnership and the Airdrie Area Committee - and the 
comments proposed by the Airdrie Area Committee address those issues. As regards the 
remainder of the petition, while there is understandable apprehension at the possibility of 
another retail outlet competing for custom there is, equally, the prospect that increased 
footfall in this area of the town centre could lead to increased custom for other businesses 
located nearby. Having regard to that, on balance, it is considered that the views 
expressed by the Airdrie Area Committee are to be preferred as the representations to be 
made by the Council. 

4. Response 

4.1 In view of the consultation deadline, and after consultation with the Convener, a response 
has been sent reflecting the views expressed by Airdrie Area Committee. 

5. Recommendation 

5.1 It is recommended that the Committee note the consultation on the proposal to relocate 
Airdrie Post Office and homologate the action taken in submitting a response. 

. 

/ H e F f  Central Services 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact John Fleming, Head 
of Central Services on Extension 2228. 
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